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* * * 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
OFFICE ON LATINO AFFAIRS 
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It's my understanding that Spanish Education Development Center (SEO) is seeking program operations 
expansion. They have been a community-based organiz.ation committed to the immigrant and non .. 
immigrant low-income residents of the District since 1971.- I would like to acknowledge the SED Carter's 
contribution to the adult education of our community. SEO provides English as a Second Language 
classes, GED preparation, and computer training to hundreds of DC residents every year. 

The Office on Latino Affairs (OLA), as part of the Executive Office of the Mayor, works with the 
Administration, the Council, District Government agencies as well as private, community-based 
organiz.ations and businesses to ensure that "a full range of health, education, employment and social 
services" are available to all DC Latino residents. OLA has worked in collaboration with· SEO Center for 
many years in the areas of education, training. and employment to address the deficit of social services 
within our region of the city, and provided culturally-competent assistance to members of the DC Latino 
community. 

Most recently, the SED Center has been awarded three consecutive grants from our office to provide ESL 
and computer training to the Latino population that we serve. In each of these grants, SED has proven to 
be a serious organization and has always met and surpassed the goals and outcomes set forth in their 
grant agreements. 

In its 32 years of operation, SED has set an example for other similar organiz.ations. Wrth limited 
resources and dedicated professional staff. SEO has been able to provide outstanding services to the low­
income innnigrant and non-immigrant community ofWashingtnn, D.C. 

· dro . Saavedra 
Grants Manager 

2000 14TH STREET N.W. SECOND FLOOR, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
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Office of Early Childhood Development -< *** - I',,) 
0 - :I 

November 12, 2002 ~ 
VI 

" To Whom It May Concern: 

The Office of Early Childhood Development located in the Department of Human 
Services (DHS) is pleased to support the Spanish Education Development Center (SED) 
as it seeks to expand its program operation. They have been a part of DHS Child Care 
Subsidy Program since 1971. We acknowledge the SED Center's contribution to quality 
child care in the District of Columbia for the past thirty-two years. SED provides 
multicultural preschool program for children ages 2 ½ through 4 years old. The program 
also provides reading readiness in both Spanish and English. 

Starting in 1971, SED was the first bilingual parent cooperative child care facility in the 
District of Columbia. In August 1991, SED's bilingual preschool was awarded national 
accreditation from the National Academy for the Education of Young Children. SED 
was the first District of Columbia, Department of Human Services funded child care 
program to obtain this accreditation; it was also the first bilingual program and the ninth 
overall in the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan area. 

In 1998, SED became a certified Head Start partner providing services to children who 
are dually eligible for Head Start and Child Care Subsidy Services. 

In its 32 years of operation, SED has provided quality child care services to hundreds of 
preschool-age children from low income families of the District of Columbia to help 
them excel in the elementary and secondary school system. SED has set an example for 
other similar organizations. With limited resources and dedicated professional staff, SED 
has been able to provide outstanding services to the low-income immigrant community of 
Washington, D.C. 

Please direct questions to Kathy Manning or me on 202-727-1839. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Ferguson 
Executive Director 

717 14th Street, NW- Suite 1200 Washington, DC 20005 (202) 727-1839 Fax: (202) 724-7228 
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e District of Columbia Public Schools 

OCPS Early Childhood 
Head Start Programs 
1200 12th Street, SE 
Washington, DC 20020 
(202) 698-1033 Fax (202) 698-1077 

November 12, 2002 

To Whom It May Concern: 

a.c. 

It's my understanding that Spanish Education Development Center (SEO) is seeking 
program operations expansion. They have been a part of OHS Child Care Subsidy 
Program since 1971. I would like to acknowledge the SEO Center's contribution to 
quality child care in the District of Columbia for the past thirty-two years. SEO provides 
multicultural preschool program for children ages 2 ½ through 4-years old. The program 
also provides a reading readiness in both Spanish and English. 

Starting in 1971, SEO was the first bilingual parent cooperative child care facility in the 
District of Columbia. On August 1991, SED's bilingual preschool was awarded national 
accreditation from the National Academy of Early Childhood Programs, part ofNAEYC 
(National Association for the Education of Young Children). SED was the first District 
of Columbia, Department of Human Services funded child car program to obtain this 
accreditation; it was also the first program and the ninth overall in the Washington DC 
Metropolitan area. 

In 1998, SEO became a certified Head Start partner providing services to children who 
are dually eligible for Head Start and Child Care Subsidy Services. 

In its 32 years of operation, SEO has provided quality child care services to hundreds of 
preschool-age children from low income families of the District of Columbia to help 
them excel in the elementary and secondary school system. SEO has set an example for 
other similar organizations. With limited resources and dedicated professional staff, SEO 
has been able to provide outstanding services to the low-income immigrant community of 
Washington, D. C. 

/Jincerely,. _ _ . 

-~4-L:.,/ 
CelestineDiggs-Sm\'!!{I ~ 
Acting Executive Director 
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ATTENTION:DEPARTAMEN OF REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

MY NAME IS:WILLIAM CRUZ 

I AM STUDYING ENGLISH AT THE SED CENTER 

I AM FROM OF EL SALVADOR 

I WANT TO LEARN ENGLISH SO I CAN GET A BETTER JOB AND 

CONTINUE MY UNIVERCITY STUDIES 

THE SED CENTER IS VERY IMPORTANT TO ME BECAUSE 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT BOTH THE LOCAL AND FEDRAL GOVERNAMENT 

CONTINUE 'ffl. THE SED CENTERS~ WORK TO MAINTAIN 

A MULTICULTURAL NATION WITH OPPORTUNINTG FOR ALL 

TANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ATTENTION 
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June 24, 2002 

JOSE R. DIAZ 
1 722 14 Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20009 
Phone # (202) 387-7739 

Attention: Department of Regulatory: 

I am studying English at the SEO Center located on Kalorama Street. I'm trying to learn 
English so that I can find a better paying job and become an English-speaking member 
of this society. The location of the Sed Center is very important to me because I work 
and I have to run to classes in the afternoon. Please allow the SED center to stay on 
Kalorama Street so that others and myself, who are non-English speaking can, take 
advantage of what the center is offering. Thank you in advance for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Jose R. Diaz 1· 
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For the purpose of transparency and verification, I hereby swear and aver 

that I gathered the foregoing seven pages of signatures from my neighbors 

on the 1800 block of Kalorama Road, N.W. on November 16, 17 and 18, 2002 

on blank pages supplied to me by the SED center. I informed each signatory 
tf1 '( 

as fully as possible of the issues, to the best of knowledge, in particular 
/\. 

with relation to theBZA hearing on 12.3.2002. 

Denis James. 
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Wash., D.C. 20009 
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Petition in Support of the SED Center 

The SED Center, operating at 1840 Kalorama Road, NW, is among the oldest and 
most prestigious Latino community-based organizations in the District of Columbia. SED 
became the first accredited bilingual pre-school program in Greater Washington. Over 
the years, SED has increased its educational programs to include at-home family literacy 
instruction, English classes for adults, and cross cultural training for non-Hispanics. 
Today, SED plays an important role in the Washington community by helping future 
citizens develop the skills to be able to participate fully in American society. 

As residents of the Kalorama Road neighborhood, we support the good work of 
the SED Center in providing quality childcare and evening adult language classes. 
Particularly, we support the continuation of adult classes at the SED Center, which have 
been taking place at 1840 Kalorama Road for the last twenty-eight years. 
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most prestigious Latino community-based organizations in the District of Columbia. SED 
became the first accredited bilingual pre-school program in Greater Washington. Over 
the years, SED has increased its educational programs to include at-home family literacy 
instruction, English classes for adults, and cross cultural training for non-Hispanics. 
Today, SED plays an important role in the Washington community by helping future 
citizens develop the skills to be able to participate fully in American society. 

As residents of the Kalorama Road neighborhood, we support the good work of 
the SED Center in providing quality childcare and evening adult language classes. 
Particularly, we support the continuation of adult classes at the SED Center, which have 

en ki;u:ge at 1840 Kalorama Road for the last twenty-eight years. 
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The SED Center, operating at 1840 Kalorama Road, NW, is among the oldest and 
most prestigious Latino community-based organizations in the District of Columbia. SED 
became the first accredited bilingual pre-school program in Greater Washington. Over 
the years, SED has increased its educational programs to include at-home family literacy 
instruction, English classes for adults, and cross cultural training for non-Hispanics. 
Today, SED plays an important role in the Washington community by helping future 
citizens develop the skills to be able to participate fully in American society. 

As residents of the Kalorama Road neighborhood, we support the good work of 
the SED Center in providing quality childcare and evening adult language classes. 
Particularly, we support the continuation of adult classes at the SED Center, which have 
been taking place at 1840 Kalorarna Road for the last twenty-eight years . 
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The SED Center, operating at 1840 Kalorama Road, NW, is among the oldest and 
most prestigious Latino community-based organizations in the District of Columbia. SED 
became the first accredited bilingual pre-school program in Greater Washington. Over 
the years, SED has increased its educational programs to include at-home family literacy 
instruction, English classes for adults, and cross cultural training for non-Hispanics. 
Today, SED plays an important role in the Washington community by helping future 
citizens develop the skills to be able to participate fully in American society. 

As residents of the Kalorama Road neighborhood, we support the good work of 
the SED Center in providing quality childcare and evening adult language classes. 
Particularly, we support the continuation of adult classes at the SED Center, which have 
been taking place at 1840 Kalorama Road for the last twenty-eight years. 
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