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Dear Boad of Zoning Adjustment: 

This letter is to express support for ,he Spanish Ed.ication Development (SED) Center on 
its appeal procc!ss for its certificate of occupan;:y. 

The SED Cent,::ir has been a leader in the connnunity in the field of early ,;hildhood 
education and adult education for over 30 yea:s. Th1:: low-income Latino fhmilies, which 
SED serves, are under represented in tt.e Distrlct. The language barrier has had a negative 
eftect on the re~ognition of Latinos within our community. Like SED's Latino 
constituency, the same cycle of poor employment and educattonal levels also affocts the 
low-income African-Americans clients that SED sen'es through computer and litera,cy 
classes 

The SED Cent,!r offers a nationally accredited bili1gual full-lime preschc,ol program, 
before and after school care, English as a Seccnd Languag1! (ESL) and .:cmputer and job 
skills program on weekdays, weeknights, and weekends. Wi:h the District being unable 
to meet the demand of the over 50,COO Latino adults who are in need of educational 
services, ·;he need for quality educational prog~anrn like the ones offered by the SED 
Center is an undeniable reality. SED's programs, which include childcare serv·ices while 
parents are in class, are an important resource for our community and for the city. 

SED has designed and implemmted a number of sJccessful programs that have allowed 
countless immigrants to become a part of U.S. ~ulture.. The denial of a Cfirtificak of 
occupancy recognizing an accredited preschocl/ch:ld care program and to include adult 
students 10 SED would adversely affect hundNds of::ow-inccme immigrant families that 
have few choices when it comes to ~eeking to further their edllcation. Th~ Kalorama 
Citizens .:\ssoc1ation fully supports ·;he good work of the SED Center. Furthennore. the 
Association ha:, not had complaints presented ·;o it owing to the operation of SED. The 
SED Center has essentially been a E;ood neighbor in our estimation. 

Sincerely yourn, 

~~ 
Michad Gould 
Kaloran1a Citizens Association and 
fonner board member of SED 
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