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December 4, 2002 

Mr. Gordon Griffis 

AGOLDBERGER 

Awial and Arnold Golclbeqp 
1661 Crcsceol Place NW 

#401 
W~DC20009 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 411 Street NW 
Suile21C)..S 
Washington, DC 20001 
By fax: b202-727-6072 

Re: Leller in Opposition to Jemal's Wheel project. Application fll2$4 at 1701 
Kalorama Rd. NW: 

-Variance from loading berth raquiremerds of Sedion 2201 
-$pedal exception from the maximum permitted heigld ~ 
under Section 1403.1 

To Chairman Griffis and to the olher members of the BZA: 

I am writing to the BZA to oppose 1he special exception and ~ nol8d 
above with respect to the project for 1701 Kalorama Road. NW. As b.mmdy 
proposed (57' plus roof structure). 1he project will violate the tenets of the Reed-­
Cooke Overtay Dislricl. and wil hlwe a negatime impact on the com~unity. 
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In the winter of the year 2000 we decided to leave New York to bel dose.· to our 
children and grandchildren who had long been urging us to m<M! dose by in 
NOf1hem Virginia.. For many years we had a house and garden OR a lovely and 
quiet tree--lined $1reet in Great ~ Long Island, and we ~ to find an 
apartment that had many of the qualities we loved but in an urban setting and 
offaing an equivalent quality d lfe. 

N. first we looked intensively in nearby Virginia. Soon we realiZed :that were we 
to sellle 1lae, we would have to accept lie in a box in an ~ly glass and 
cooaele tower, surrounded by olher glass and COllClele build" • with traffic 
congestion night and day, that is, precisely the environment . desperately 
meant 1D BYOid. 
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Then we started looking in the Dislrict, rejecting what cfld not ~pond to our 
design for 11mg. Then one Sunday. our realtor called and said: •~ found your 
apartment.· We suspected she was right the moment we pmblt in front of 
Meridiarl House and walked across to 1661 Crescent Place a ~ and quiet 
tree-lined slJeel When we walked into apa,bnent M01, we knew she was right 
We loved the raght from the windows, 1he unimpeded v;.,w across I the city, the 
cathedlal in the distance, the gardens bebv. 

Now we are faced with 1he aJnSlruCtion of a building-1701 KalQrama-which 
threatens deslruction of much 1hat brought us to the neighborhood in the first 
place. A building tall beyOnd 1he norms for the neighborhood, to cuf off view and 
light. fD bring serious traffic a,ngestion into the nam,w strleets of the 
neighborhood. 

We do not believe that the community can or should ten an owner how a parcet 
of land must be developed And we do not judge that the communb is trying to 
oblige the developer to choose betwBen residential and ' commercial 
development, Indeed we personally support either as en~ng 1he 
neighborhood, so long as it is carried out according to the guidelines laid down 
for the neighborhood. 

In conclusion, the danger is not just that one building be a~ to grow to 
unsighlly, obs1ructive proportions. The danger is to the int"9rily of the 
neighborhood, setting a pnadent for Olher, similar variances to a tjode caefully 
drawn up to protect that integrity. Thus lhe quality of life many of • came here 
to find is seriously threatened by Mr. Jamal's projed as it stands, iand we urge 
you to reject his request for a vaianat. 

Sincerely yours, 

AN4 2;::L~,.,.,..... 




