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liE'.offrey Griffi~ 
Ch~irm:-m, n.c. Ro.::ird of 7.onine Adjmmrumts 
4414th Street, NW. Suite 210 South 
Washington. DC 20001 

0 

Rn: 16901 - Application of The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lod}?.0, µur~wwt Lu 
11 DCMR § 3104.1, for a 5pccial exception to permit accessory parking spaces under . 
section 214, in an R-4 District o.t premises 1906 Vermont Avenue, NW (Square 333, Lots 
824and 825) 

Dear Chainnan Griffis: 

We a,;;k that you deny this application, hut provide guidance on parking and 
mmsponation demand management for the Prince Hall Grand Lodiie access needs. We 
request that D.C. Office of Planning and DC Department of Transponation provide bener 
guidance on more cost-effective ways to meet the access needs of businesses and 
irullituLium1 while: al1:1u meeting lu:oader co.llllllUJlity, city aud regional goals. 

The existing and proposed surface parking lots are only one of man~ ways to 
address the o.ccess needo of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge building at the 12t Street exit of 
the U Stre~ Metrorail sta.tion. The surface parking lots are also likely. to be both the most 
cost-ineffective way to provide accesa for use of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge building, 
aud mo5t detrim~tal to the neighborhood. 

Surface parking lots are a si2Jlificant problem throughout much of the city. Many 
single use parking lots - especially fur churches -- rc;wwn w.1clc;;.l'utili:tc::d fur wu.ch uf Lhc:: 
week. These vehicle stora&e lots have many ne~ativc:: c:ITC\;~ un the? 1Jc:ighbu.l'huuu­
empty spaces in the nci,diburhuocl u, ~ate a less pedestrian-friendly CllVll'Oillllont, mak:iug 
wHlkcus aud residents f~J lC$s comfortable and safe; and such a passive land use 
di$placcs housing opportunities in a neighborhood with tremendous demand and 
cscafo.ting prices. According to resenrch in the field of "crime prevention through 
environmental design," vacant lots, blanlc. walls1 parking garages and p~king lots 
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enclosed by cha.in link fenceG are correla.ted with higher incidents of crime then similar 
places with pcdeatrian-oricnted buildings and streetscapes. 

Single use surface parking is an extremely inefficient use of urban land and 
resources. Alternatives to surface parking lotc. a.c. a means of provi'11ng :-u~~P-8s to · 
businesses are likely to be more cost-effective and provide greater benefit~ to h_nth the 
business/institution and to the neighborhood. Given the inefficiencies and nei&hborhood• 
degrading aspects of surface pl:rrking lols, allemative str.t.tegies should be mongly 
encouraged fur meeting the ac.c0ss 110c:.ds of business~ and institutioJlS in the 
neighborhood. 

The planned Pa.ricing Demand Management Study for the 14th & U Streets 
Business District should address issues such as the number and types of users ofpo.rlcing 
and all other mod,eg (employees, night time visitors, people with disabilities, etc.) and 
types ofuse-s - long tenn versus short tffl'm. A demand m~mageme.nt study examines not 
nn ly what modes are used now. but how changed incentives would change preferences 
for different modes. 

In anticipation ofa Parking DemcWtl Managt:m.1.::nt Study, we suggesl the following 
c.:,u.eslions for addressing the access needs for the P1ince Hall Grand Lodge activitit:~: 

1. What parking facilities exist nearby? [i.e. Housing Fino.nee Agency parking 
go.rage, Reeves Center par.kins garage, Public Welfare Foundation surface parking · 
lot, Hownrd University] What a:re the possibilities of sharing these facilities to 
meet the Prince Hall Grand Lodge needs (especially special event needs)? What 
would be the co~t to use th~m'l Wh~t obst:tr.lP.~ nl:¥.rf tn hA nvP.rr.nme tn AharP. 
nnrltmltih,:ect parking facilities? 

2. What would valet parking service Lu aml fruw 8UCh park.iII.J4 facililiei; uoHL? Nole: 
lh~ advanl.a~c: uf valet parking is that patrons who have difficulty walking or fear 
for thi:ir liafc:ly cuuld be dropped off in front of the building rather than walking to 
the exlsting/propo5c;d. Princ;c Hall Grand Lodge parking lots. 

3. What would a taxicab fare program cost to subsidize patrons' trips to the building 
from home? Would subsidized transit fares make transit use more attractive: to 
some patrons? 

4. Can cash bP-x,mvicieci in lieu of free parking so that the uncounted cost of free 
parki~g can be converted to a subsidy equally shared by all patrons regardless of 
mode of access (i.e. drive, n-ansit, Wcilk, drop off, cab)? · 
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5. What arc the oppommity costs of maintaining the surface parking lot.q ac; i,arking 
lots rather than developing them for their designated use -- housing -- and 
pruviu.ing fuml~ fur i:lll al.Lema.Live: accci;i; slrd.Legy to the Prince Hall Grand Lodge 
building? Could the; developmc;nt of the parking lots provide suffici-.:i.ut fw1~ tu 
support an effective alternative access strategy for the l"rincc Ilall Grand Lodge's 
needs? Could development of housing at these sites also provide shared parking 
fu.oilities for Prince Hall Grand Lodge needs? 

Si~/ 

Cheryl Curl 
Executive Director 
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TO: {;fo~ G<~'t\$ 'I v;-i.~ 
FA.X: -in1._ - -17--7 - G,6 c L 

FROM: Cheryl Cort 
Hxecutive Director 

1 7 CHURCH STAEET, NW, WASI-IINGTON, DC 2 036 
PHONE: 202/15157•~5 FM: 202/667-4491 
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Wu.:www.waehingtonreglon.net 
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