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Office: (202) 724-8052 
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Committee Member 
Economic Development 

ADRIAN M. FENTY 
Councilmember - Ward 4 
Democrat Education, Libraries and Recreation 

Public Services 
October 18, 2002 Subcommittee on Human Rights 

Property Management, and Latino Affairs 

Geoffrey Griffis 
Chair 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001-2714 

Dear Chair Griffis: 

The purpose of this letter is to recommend denial of a "special exception" to allow a 
change of nonconforming use from a retail grocery to a retail grocery and deli (no seats) 
under 2003, in a r-4 District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc. located at 434 Shepherd Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20011-5944. 

\..)1 

Due to the high number of incidents of loitering, littering and overall public disturbance 
at the comer of 5th and Shepherd Streets, NW, including a recent rash of crime, which led 
to community meetings on September 9 and October 3, 2002, I am asking that this 
"special exception" not be granted. Please note, in support of this recommendation, that 
my office has received numerous complaints from residents indicating that this 
establishment has had an adverse impact on the peace, order and quiet of the 
neighborhood. 

Should you have any questions about this matter, please do no hesitate to contact me 
directly at (202) 724-8828 or afenty@dccouncil.washington.dc.us . 

Sincerely, 

Attachments 
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Ms. Jerrily R. Kress 
Director 
441 4lli Street, N.W. 
Suite 210 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

September 25, 2002 

Dear Ms. Kress: ~~ 
t/1 
V1 

This letter is to inform you of the community meetings held 
with Mr. Endale Terefa regarding his application for a "special 
exception to allow a change of nonconforming use from retail 
grocery to retail grocery and deli (no seats) under 2003, in an 
R-4 District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc., 434 Shepherd Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C., 20011 (Application Number 16880). 

During the last BZA hearing on June 11, 2002, we informed 
the Board that the community would make a final attempt to 
discuss our warranted concerns involving Mr. Terefa's business. 
The community empathized the notion that Mr. Terefa was not 
aware of the hearing and made a final attempt to negotiate with 
him in a private and informal setting. On June 18, 2002, ANC 
Commissioner Timothy Jones and Mr. Ron Austin, Constituent 
Services, met to further discuss the concern of excessive 
vehicular traffic, littering, loitering and crime. The meeting 
was unsuccessful. A second meeting on June 24, 2002, also 
concluded unsuccessfully. On both occasions, Mr. Terefa 
explained that he did not see anything wrong with the conditions 
of his store and did not relate to any of our concerns. Please 
note that the community held a meeting with Mr. Terefa on 
February 25, 2001, whereas Mr. Terefa assured us that he would 
make some changes. Unfortunately, Mr. Terefa made no changes. 

It is our sincere belief that Mr. Terefa has not come to 
any of the aforementioned community meetings to resolve some of 
the community's concerns. As of June 2002, the environment is 
unchanged. Thus, the Residents of Randolph would like to hold 
its initial position of opposing the deli license. 

Sincerely, 

Kiesha Miller 
Residents of Randolph 



Ms. Jerrily R. Kress 
Director 
441 4~ Street, N.W. 
Suite 210 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Ms. Kress: 

May 21, 2002 

I am writing to request the denial of a "special exception 
to allow a change of nonconforming use from retail grocery 
to retail grocery and deli (no seats) under 2003, in an R-4 
District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc., 434 Shepherd Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C., 20011 (Application Number 16880). The 
Residents of Randolph, comprised of 15 residents in the 400 
block of Randolph Street, N.W., wish to oppose the "special 
exception" because the business adversely impacts our abutting 
properties and continues to promote a grievous, hostile 
environment. 

In the two years that Mr. Endale Terefa has owned the 
Bless 7 to 9 Store, the residents of the 400 block of Randolph 
and Shepherd Streets have witnessed: 

• Excessive pedestrian and vehicular traffic 
• Loitering during business hours 
• Disturbances/noise during business hours 
• Littering: soda and beer bottles, candy wrappers, etc. 
• Violation of current retail grocery license: sells beer 

and cigarettes to minors 

Furthermore, Mr. Terefa has continuously failed to respect 
the concerns of the community and the law. On Monday, February 
11, I (representing the Residents of Randolph); the Metropolitan 
Police Department; and a representative from the Department of 
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, Alcohol Beverage Control, met 
with Mr. Terefa to discuss the littering, loitering, and other 
disturbances the store created. Mr. Terefa assured us that he 
would coordinate with the MPD, DCRA, and the community to 
attempt to alleviate many of the problems. To date, the same 
level of problems exists. 



Thus, we request the Advisory Neighborhood Commission to 
disapprove the special exception application until the business 
owner addresses the aforementioned concerns. A petition 
(including required signatures) from residents of abutting 
properties, and a letter from the Metropolitan Police Department 
supporting our protest will be forwarded to your office within 
10 days. 

If you have inquiries regarding this protest, please contact 
me at (703) 607-6134. 

cc: 

Respectfully, 

Kiesha Miller 
Residents of Randolph 

Mr. Adrian Fenty, Councilmember, Ward 4 
Mr. Timothy Jones, Chairman, Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission (4C) 
Mr. Shawn Fenty, Vice-Chairman, Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission (4C) 
Lt. Samuel Snyder, PSA 407 Manager, Metropolitan 

Police Department 
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ADRIAN M. FEN!Y 
Councilmetnber - Ward '!­
Democrat 

October 18, 200.i 

Geoffrey Griffis 
Chair 

COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT Of COLUMBIA 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2~004 
www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us 

Office: (202) 724--8052 
Fax: (202) 724~8120 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001-2714 

Dear Chair Griffis: 

Committee Member 
Economic Development 
EduC9tion, Libraries and Recreation 
Public Services 
Subcommittee on Human Rights 
Property Management, and Latino Affairs 

The purpose of tihis letter is to recommend denial of a l'special exception" to allow a 
change of nonconfonning use from a retail grocery to It retail grocery and deli (no seats) 
under 2003, in a r-4 District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc. loca*d at 434 Shepherd Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20011-5944. 

Due to the high number of incidents of loitering, litteqng and overall public disturbance 
at the comer of $th and Shepherd Streets, NW, includi1lg a recent rash of crime, which led 
to community nieetings on September 9 and October!, 2002, I am asking that this 
''special exceptit:mit not be granted. Please note, in SU] port of this recommendation, that 
my office has received numerous complaints from res. dents indicating that this 
establishment has had an adverse impact on the peaceJ order and quiet of the 
neighborhood. 

Should you have any questions about this matter, ple e oo no hesitate to contact me 
directly at (202) 724-8828 or afent dccouncil.wash on.de.us. 

Sincerely, 

Attachments 

AMF/dnp 
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Ms. Jerrily F. •· Kress 
Director 
441 4~ Street, N.W. 
Suite 210 
Washington, n.·c. 20001 

Dear Ms. Kress: 

September 25, 2002 

This letter is to inform you of th~ community meetings held 
with Mr. Endale Terefa regarding his application for a "special 
exception to allow a change of nonconfojrming use from retail 
grocery to retail grocery and deli (no ~eats} under 2003, in an 
R-4 District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc,, 43k Shepherd Street, N.W,, 
Washington. D.C., 20011 (Application ·•r 16880). 

During the last BZA hearing on Ju.tje 11, 2002, we informed 
the Board that the co:m:munity would mak~ a final attempt to 
discuss our warranted concerns involvirlg Mr. Terefa's business. 
The community empathized the notion th~t Mr. Terefa was not 
aware of the hearing and made a final dttempt to negotiate with 
him in a private and informal setting. ) On June 18, 2002, ANC 
commissioner T~mothy Jones and Mr. RonJAustin, Constituent 
services, met to further discuss the c~ncern of excessive 
vehicular traffic, littering, loiterin~ and crime. The meeting 
was unsuccessful. A second meeting onjJune 24, 2002, also 
concluded unsuccessfully. On both occdsions, Mr. Terefa 
explained that he did not see anything;wrong with the conditions 
of his store and did not relate to anyiof our concerns. Please 
note that the. community held a meeting!with Mr. Terefa on 
February 25, 2001, whe~eas Mr. Terefa Assured us that he would 
make some changes. Unfortunately, Mr. fTerefa made no changes. 

It is our sincere belief that Mr. )Terefa has not come to 
any of the aforementioned community me~tings to resolve some of 
the community's concerns. As of June joo2, the environment is 
unchanged. Thus, the Residents of Ranclolph would like to hold 
its initial position of opposing the dEhi license. 

Sincerely, 

Kiesha Miller 
Residents of Randolph 



Ms. Jerrily R. Kress 
Director 
441 4~ Street, N.W. 
Suite 210 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Ms. Kress.: 

May 21, 2002 

I am writing to request the deniallo:E a "special exception 
to allow a change of nonconforming use ~rom retail grocery 
to retail grocery and deli (no seats) ut1der 2003, in an R-4 
District for aless 7 to 9, Inc., 434 S~pherd street, N.W., 
Washington, n.c., 20011 (Application NUtuber 16880). The 
Residents of Randolph, comprised of 15 ~esidents in·the 400 
block of Randolph Street, N.W., wish t~ oppose the "special 
exception" because the business adversejly impacts our abutting 
properties an~ continues to promote a g~ievous, hostile 
environment. 

In the two years that Mr. Endale ~erefa has owned the 
I 

Bless 7 to 9 Store, the- residents of tHe 400 block of Randolph 
and Shepherd Streets have witnessed: 

• Excessive pedestrian and vehicul~r traffic 
• Loitering during business hours 
• Di~turbances/noise during busineSis hours 
• Littering: soda and beer bottles ,j candy wrappers, etc. 
• Violation of current retail grocery license: sells beer 

and cigarettes to minors 

Furthermore, Mr. Terefa has continupusly failed to respect 
the concerns of the community and the law. On Monday, February 
11, I (represanting the Residents of R4ndolph); the Metropolitan 
Police Department; and a representativ~ from the Department of 
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, Alcoheyl Beverage Control, met 
with Mr. Terefa to discuss the litteriig, loitering, and other 
disturbances the store created. Mr. T•refa assured us that he 
would coordinate with the MPD, DCRA, aid the community to 
attempt to alleviate many of the probl~ms. To date, the same 
level of problems exists. 



Thus, we r~quest the Advisory Neighbprhood Commission to 
disapprove the· special exception applicttion until the business 
owner addresse·s the aforementioned cone rns. A petition 
(including required signatures) from re, idents of abutting 
properties, a~d a letter fro~ the Metroiolitan Police Department 
supporting our. protest will be fotwarde~ to your office within 
10 days. 

If you hav~ inquiries regarding thi~ protest, please contact 
rne at (703} 6Q7-6134. 

cc: 

Resp~ctfully, 

KieEfia Miller 
Resild,ents of Randolph 

Mr. Adrian Fe~ty, Councilmember, Ward 4 
Mr. Timothy J9nes, Chairman, Advisory 

Neighborhoo~ Commission (4C} 
Mr. Shawn Fenty, Vice-Chairman, Adviso~y 

Neighborhoo~ Commission (4C) · 
Lt. Samuel Snyder, PSA 407 Manager, Me~ropolitan 

Police Depa~tment 



,.. 
c::t 
N .... 

E 
C 
C 

" 



10/11L2002 11:06 FAI 202 535 1021 PUBLIC SPACe PERMIT tONT 11111 UU<J 

______ .,,_, --BUli'Ol'fDlilNT ISJ 

18:l OW~R CJ Y!.HlCLE OfPATOK D OCmJPANt 

D AGENT CJ 't'EBlCLE OWNER D VIOr.A"tOR 

~AME VJOLATlON' WITBlN dO ])A'lc"S 

1- QY~ _0.'(NO 
~~ o~~tOtA'J't(;.:;· , mt£ 0~ VIOl.~N C.., ,:::-, _'gL l'ION ~QEAND £,rr.Ar~ <!.:;-::; 
UL,~,~... • AM~·•o ~,M ....,ic r-' "1.t.:C ... ,"' 0 ·- :.:,...E • OPFOSITJ: f:.:I D.£.o\Jl • .U.Lin' • FRONT D Jl'CBT CJ LEPT • S[DJi • .a..T -

VIOUTION LOCATION l 4 ~ 4. ,_, ~lt i::. -Pttc:t::;..D ~ • 31 NW f • N"E • SE • S'N 

Lon · c c~:t 9 . sQUARE; s 2.. a, .iv"i:u>: 4 __ 
VIOLATION: 

111

•

11 O JttsmeHTIAJ. 31 cop,JM£Rcr4L O GENElU.~·-

D RAT K. Aasoru.,:;11. ov t"fZ.G::t"-oY-.lr~ '.\flafi!2 T~1-w1-IJ!!.\UTTl1'!,G ,,qst.1c s~.:1 . 
,g'I 0\'EKGllOW'l'l'I c,N l"tlBLIC.SPACS l!] C~rt'l.lcfti>~ J &..Web C.::)~)_, 
D lMPROP& BlJt.J DISPoSAt. ~t-lC..\o\-~5.D~ll?~R •~~r11~, _ . D lMPROPl!IU,¥ BOliJJl)J.EP llfl~T£Jl[AL ~ -Nd t,; l!GSaf.'Ahli'vl ~'J'0W • DANGERODS (t:ll~!:t.RUCTJ~ON P@lfespD;a ~ ~t!!?JEll~:J= • • 

B LITTEIUNG :1. .. M"P'it07'e-, K . ~ COL~'7TIN'90°Liiw~ Wl!HOUTl.lttNSI! 
1."0STINd ON t1C 11ROP£1l1jY ~ C: lql-l;BTES~U~Le;; Ho t...:D 

0 P05TJNG ON Ptl.1!,UCTRE'5 1'.AII.t11Ui:'l"01UMOVEANIMAt:SXCREMBNT ' • NTJl5ANCE 'VAC~!JTl.,OT . ILt.~GALD~PING • 'cri.HJ!R.: __ , __ ...__ ____________ ,~-------------: -

FIN.ES, Q~s "i::J_5,.10-i-: •j;kil"l""'!l,-11-,--•-s-2-•o--•-s .. 1•so-••-t!53-oo--•-s•:1-oo_o_D_••JS•oo_o __ _ 
O-rM2R:S . _.,_____ . ~ A • ~~MBNT REQUIRED· ________ , __ ....,. ___________ ..;;;:;;,..-,. _ _,, __ .;.. __ ..;..,. ___ , __ 

BATEMENT JS l:Ji(l•UIRSJ>• YOU IKl:1ST, IN APDfflON TO PAY~G V AP , E~.s.LE FINES 1..N.D PEN.Al.TI.IS~ 
RD!OW D.Eu:m ,1.Nl) PROPERLY DJSl'OS£ CQT ~ 8EMO\IE WEEDS 
REMOVE SULK ll.'.ti'D PROPtlLT 1l1SPOIE PURCffl\SE PKOJIID SOt.U) WASTE eONTAfl'fJtll 
BAIT ,on 8:\TS . i 
PRT.1~£ LIMBS/l'l..11::iT MA.n.RIALB BACK FAR £NOtlGH liiD TllAT THEY ?to L0NC£R OB5'tlltJCT PODLIC SPACE 

.-'J)Dn'[Ol"li\L; --·· I ·--.. -.. 
ABA71?MSN:r Ol'THIS VJOI.ATION f.'JUST OCC!UR WITHIN , 14 DAYS D.n eouns. -~-----

________ ,.. . CALI,645-nto TO AallA.NGE FOR aEINiPl!!CTION ·--

RESPONDENT NAl1i1'1£/J A.BOVE MUSI' ANSWER THIS NOTICE Ol 'VSOL.A.1"lmr WlTWN t• CALENDAR DAYS FR.OM 
TJJE D~TI! OF 55:B:IIJl;J,&. l\'All.U,r.E TO :,JO SO MAY .llSSlJLT IN A.ODITtON.t. MONBDlaY PBN'J\l.,TIES, AND A 
DE'FAULT JUDGMliJ1'1: ENJ'ERJC AG.-.lNST YOU. SB& ltEVEJtS'B SlDll l!'OJI. 110\V TO .f'llOCEED ANP l'UllTHElt 

. IN51'R.OC1.10NS. \ ! 
1 PDSOl'IALLY OB;;;l!:lVEl) T,HE 11.~~ Ef'f" l :t'ION ~rtscm,ED AJIO'VE~ ~ ..... -"'.2 :;--( 
TICKET 'WRrB& SIC/fATVRE~ '- L...J--- ID NtJl\ltBER: <-..,·--.~ __ .:;;J ___ _ 

THUlDl'AB.TYOBSt!R,11/EJh----------------+--.DATE:---------• 
MET.MOO O.F $.ERV&C:11/1 ; • J"ERBON.AL1 ••-" . L_ .J).US OF $Ell"t/lC!r Jt'O" I J' 
lo] CONSNOUOOS ll11lSTlN~r ______________ ;L DA'IZ OF seaVlCE:~ ,~!I~ 

j 

D CWD'lfmtlMtl~!::::..:· ::;:::===============+'=============-­
ADJUDJCATION C:OF"I 



10/17/2002 11:07 FAX 202 635 !1021 PtlBLlC $PACE PERMIT !CONT 

1 Q 2-+ct~ - ' 
08-26-02 
!434 SHEPHERD ST riJW 
'REAR 

't!:fYV .. 



Office of Ward 4 ctouncilmember Adrian M. Fenty 
John A. Wilson B~ilding 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 506 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
Phone: 202. 724.8052 
Fax: 202.724.8120 
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