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Councilmember - Ward 4 Economic Development
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Public Services
October 18, 2002 Subcommittee on Human Rights

Property Management, and Latino Affairs

Geoffrey Griffis

Chair wy D
Board of Zoning Adjustment ey
441 4" Street, NW

Suite 210 ;
Washington, DC 20001-2714

Dear Chair Griffis: 2

The purpose of this letter is to recommend denial of a “special exception” to allowa =
change of nonconforming use from a retail grocery to a retail grocery and deli (no seats)

under 2003, in a r-4 District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc. located at 434 Shepherd Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20011-5944.

Due to the high number of incidents of loitering, littering and overall public disturbance
at the corner of 5™ and Shepherd Streets, NW, including a recent rash of crime, which led
to community meetings on September 9 and October 3, 2002, I am asking that this
“special exception” not be granted. Please note, in support of this recommendation, that
my office has received numerous complaints from residents indicating that this
establishment has had an adverse impact on the peace, order and quiet of the
neighborhood.

Should you have any questions about this matter, please do no hesitate to contact me
directly at (202) 724-8828 or afenty@dccouncil.washington.dc.us .

Sincerely,

Attachments
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September 25, 2002

Ms. Jerrily R. Kress o
Director

441 4*® gtreet, N.W.

Suite 210

Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Ms. Kress: B

This letter is to inform you of the community meetings held
with Mr. Endale Terefa regarding his application for a “special
exception to allow a change of nonconforming use from retail
grocery to retail grocery and deli (no seats) under 2003, in an
R-4 District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc., 434 Shepherd Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C., 20011 (Application Number 16880).

During the last BZA hearing on June 11, 2002, we informed
the Board that the community would make a final attempt to
discuss our warranted concerns involving Mr. Terefa’s business.
The community empathized the notion that Mr. Terefa was not
aware of the hearing and made a final attempt to negotiate with
him in a private and informal setting. On June 18, 2002, ANC
Commissioner Timothy Jones and Mr. Ron Austin, Constituent
Services, met to further discuss the concern of excessive
vehicular traffic, littering, loitering and crime. The meeting
was unsuccessful. A second meeting on June 24, 2002, also
concluded unsuccessfully. On both occasions, Mr. Terefa
explained that he did not see anything wrong with the conditions
of his store and did not relate to any of our concerns. Please
note that the community held a meeting with Mr. Terefa on
February 25, 2001, whereas Mr. Terefa assured us that he would
make some changes. Unfortunately, Mr. Terefa made no changes.

It is our sincere belief that Mr. Terefa has not come to
any of the aforementioned community meetings to resolve some of
the community’s concerns. As of June 2002, the environment is
unchanged. Thus, the Residents of Randolph would like to hold
its initial position of opposing the deli license.

Sincerely,

Kiesha Miller
Residents of Randolph



May 21, 2002

Ms. Jerrily R. Kress
Director

441 4" Street, N.W.
Suite 210

Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Ms. Kress:

I am writing to request the denial of a “special exception
to allow a change of nonconforming use from retail grocery
to retail grocery and deli (no seats) under 2003, in an R-4
District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc., 434 Shepherd Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C., 20011 (Application Number 16880). The
Residents of Randolph, comprised of 15 residents in the 400
block of Randolph Street, N.W., wish to oppose the “special
exception” because the business adversely impacts our abutting
properties and continues to promote a grievous, hostile
environment.

In the two years that Mr. Endale Terefa has owned the
Bless 7 to 9 Store, the residents of the 400 block of Randolph
and Shepherd Streets have witnessed:

* Excessive pedestrian and vehicular traffic

* Loitering during business hours

®» Disturbances/noise during business hours

= Littering: soda and beer bottles, candy wrappers, etc.

= Violation of current retail grocery license: sells beer
and cigarettes to minors

Furthermore, Mr. Terefa has continuously failed to respect
the concerns of the community and the law. On Monday, February
11, I (representing the Residents of Randolph); the Metropolitan
Police Department; and a representative from the Department of
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, Alcohol Beverage Control, met
with Mr. Terefa to discuss the littering, loitering, and other
disturbances the store created. Mr. Terefa assured us that he
would coordinate with the MPD, DCRA, and the community to
attempt to alleviate many of the problems. To date, the same
level of problems exists.



Thus, we request the Advisory Neighborhood Commission to
disapprove the special exception application until the business
owner addresses the aforementioned concerns. A petition
(including required signatures) from residents of abutting
properties, and a letter from the Metropolitan Police Department
supporting our protest will be forwarded to your office within
10 days.

If you have inquiries regarding this protest, please contact
me at (703) 607-6134.

Respectfully,

Kiesha Miller
Residents of Randolph

cc:

Mr. Adrian Fenty, Councilmember, Ward 4

Mr. Timothy Jones, Chairman, Advisory
Neighborhood Commission (4C)

Mr. Shawn Fenty, Vice-Chairman, Advisory
Neighborhood Commission (4C)

Lt. Samuel Snyder, PSA 407 Manager, Metropolitan
Police Department
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Dear Chair Griffis:

change of nonconforming use from a retail grocery to b retail grocery and deli (no seats)

The purpose of this letter is to recommend denial of aE;pecial exception” to allow a
at 434 Shepherd Street, NW,

under 2003, in a r-4 District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc. locatk
Washington, DC 20011-5944,

Due to the high number of incidents of loitering, littering and overall public disturbance
at the comer of 5™ and Shepherd Streets, NW, includidg a recent rash of crime, which led
to community meetings on September 9 and October 3, 2002, I am asking that this
“special exception” not be granted. Please note, in support of this recommendation, that
my office has received numerous complaints from resjdents indicating that this
establishment has had an adverse impact on the peaccf order and quiet of the

neighborhood.

Should you have any questions about this matter, pleage do no hesitate to contact me
directly at (202) 724-8828 or afentg@dccomgil,ma;zggzog,dc.ug ’

Sincerely,

Attachments
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September 25, 2002

Ms. Jerrily R. Kress
Director

441 4™ Street, N.W.
Suite 210

Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Ms. Kress:

This letter is to inform you of thie community meetings held
with Mr. Endale Terefa regarding his application for a “special
exception to allow a change of nonconforming use from retail
grocery to retall grocery and deli (no gzztsj under 2003, in an
R-4 District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc., 434 Shepherd Street, N.W.,
washington, D.C., 20011 (Application Number 16880).

During the last BZA hearing on Jume 11, 2002, we informed
the Board that the community would makeg a f£inal attempt to
discuss our warranted concerns involving Mr. Terefa’s business.
The community empathized the notion thﬂt Mr. Terefa was not
aware of the hearing and made a final dttempt to negotiate with
him in a private and informal setting.: On June 18, 2002, ANC
Commissioner Timothy Jones and Mr. Ron jAustin, Constituent
Serviceg, met to further discuss the cdncern of excesgsive
vehicular traffic, littering, loiterind and crime. The meeting
was unsuccessful. A second meeting on ;June 24, 2002, also
concluded unsuccessfully. On both occdsions, Mr. Terefa
explained that he did not see anything jwrong with the conditions
of his store and did not relate to anyiof our concerns. Please
note that the community held a meeting iwith Mr. Terefa on
February 25, 2001, whereas Mr. Terefa dssured us that he would
make gome changes. Unfortunately, Mr.iTerafa made no changes.

It is our sincere belief that Mr. iTerefa has not come to
any of the aforementioned community meétings to resolve some of
the community's concerns. As of June 3002, the environment is
unchanged. Thus, the Residents of Randolph would like to hold
its initial position of opposing the déli license.

Sincerely,

Kiesha Miller
Residents of Randolph



May 21, 2002

Ms. Jerrily R. Kress
Director

441 4™ Street, N.W.
Suite 210

Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Ms. Kress:

I am writing to request the deniali of a “special exception
to allow a chédnge of nonconforming use f£rom retail grocery
to retail grocery and deli (no seats) upder 2003, in an R-4
District for Bless 7 to 9, Inc., 434 Shepherd Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C., 20011 (Application Nupnber 16880). The
Residents of Randolph, comprised of 15 residents in the 400
block of Randolph Street, N.W., wish tq oppose the “special
exception” because the business adversely impacts our abutting
propertieg and continues to promote a drievous, hostile
environment.,

In the two years that Mr. Endale Terefa has owned the
Bless 7 to 9 Store, the residents of tHe 400 block of Randolph
and Shepherd Streets have witnessed:

Excessive pedestrian and vehiculdr traffic

Loitering during business hours

Disturbances/noise during businesgs hours

Littering: soda and beer bottles,] candy wrappers, etc.
Violation of current retall grocdry license: sells beer
and cigarettes to minors

Furthermore, Mr. Terefa has continupusly failed to respect
the concerns of the community and the %aw. On Monday, February
11, I (representing the Residents of R4gndolph); the Metropolitan
Police Department; and a representativé from the Department of
Consumer and Requlatory Affairs, Alcohgl Beverage Control, met
with Mr. Terefa to discuss the littering, loitering, and other
disturbances the store created. Mr. Térefa assured us that he
would coordinate with the MPD, DCRA, and the community to
attempt to alleviate many of the probléms. To date, the same
level of problems exists.



Thus, we request the Advisory Neighbbrhood Commission to
disapprove the special exception applic%tion until the busginess

owner addresses the aforementioned concg¢rns. A petition
(including reguired signatures) from refidents of abutting
properties, and a letter from the Metrotolitan Police Department
supporting our protest will be forwardefl to your office within
10 days.

If you have inquiries regarding thid protest, please contact
me at (703) 607-6134.

Respectfully,

Kie Miller
Resildents of Randolph

cc:

Mr. Adrian Fenty, Councilmember, Ward 4

Mr. Timothy Jones, Chairman, Advisory
Neighborhooﬁ Comunission (4C)

Mr. Shawn Fenty, Vice-Chairman, Advisogy
Neighborhood Commission (4C)

Lt. Samuel Snyder, PSA 407 Manager, Metfiropolitan
Police Department
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