In Re: 16875
Application of All Souls Church for a Special Exception

Declaration of Party Opponent Peter C. Choharis
In Support of
Motion to Submit New Evidence Durine Re-Opened Record

I, Peter C. Choharis, under penalty of perjury hereby declare as follows:

1. I am the owner of 2771 Woodley Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. which is my
legal address.

2, I am currently an attorney at the Washington, D.C. office of Piper Rudnick LLP,
Jocated at 901 15" Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. I have previously practiced
law at Mayer, Brown & Platt located at 1909 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006
and O’Melveny & Myers, located at 555 13" Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20004. 1
have also been a Visiting Scholar at the George Washington School of Law, taught
Remedies as an adjunct professor at the Washington College of Law at American
University, and taught a seminar on international law at Yale University.

3 I have personal knowledge of the facts stated in this Declaration, and if called as a
witness, I could and would testify as follows:

All Souls’s Prior [llegal Leasing of Parking Lot

4. Debra Gross (“Gross™) 1s my neighbor and resides at 2746 Woodley Place, N.W.
Washington, D.C. During numerous conversations in person and via telephone, Gross
informed me that she served for two years on the Woodley Park Community Association
(“WPCA”). Unless otherwise noted, the facts in this subsection (Pars. 4-10, 13) are
based npon my conversations with Gross.

% In March, 2001, Gross parked her car in the All Souls Memorial Episcopal
Church (“All Souls™) Parking Lot (“Parking Lot”), because of work being done in the
back of her house. When she tried to retrieve her car from the Parking Lot, an All Souls’
officer, Barry Huber, told her that it had been towed. When Ms. Gross asked why other
cars in the Parking Lot had not been towed, Huber informed her that they were renting
spaces.

6. Not pleased with commercial parking being conducted in a residential
neighborhood, Gross called the City to complain. She also asked that her identity not be
disclosed. In April 2001, a woman named Yvette from the D.C. zoning office called
Gross from the Parking Lot to inform her that she had given the Church two weeks to end
its leasing operation; and, if it did not stop, it would face a substantial fine for each day it
kept leasing spaces.
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7 Despite Gross’s request for confidentiality, her name was divulged. A neighbor
who was a member of the Church, a gardener working at the Church, and others
confronted her on the street and yelled at her for reporting the Church, one person even
accusing her of being “an enemy of the Church.”

g. Ms. Gross met with the Church Board (vestry) and the rector, Rev. John David
van Dorn (*van Dorn”) and told them that she opposed commercially parking on the
street; but if they wanted to do 1t, they should at least put up a gate with a card key. Van
Dorn and the Board refused to erect such a gate, and Gross replied that she opposed the
lease of the Parking Lot.

9. Gross did not become more active opposing the commercial leasing of the
Parking Lot, including writing this Board or appearing at this Board's May 29. 2002
Hearing (“Hearing”) to oppose it, because of the abuse she had already suffered as a
result of her reporting the Church. Nonetheless, van Dorn and the vestry were clear
about her opposition.

10. Gross also learned that All Souls had previously allowed the Parking Lot to be
used for valet parking. After neighbors complained about the danger posed by valet
attendants racing down the alley behind their homes (the alley between Woodley Place
and Connecticut) when these neighbors were trying to get out of their garages, walk their
dogs, or walk with their children, the Church stopped valet parking.

1E. The 2001 Annual Report, All Souls Memorial Church, May 19, 2002 confirms
that All Souls had leased its Parking Lot. See Ex. 1, p. 8 (“Our efforts to secure a zoning
exception that will enable us once again to use our parking lot for commercial purposes is
proceeding . . ..”); id., p. 14 (*“As most parishioners know, rental of the parking Jot was
curtailed until a zoning variance is received from the city.”); id., p.6 (reporting actual
revenue from parking lot of $5,185 versus budgeted amount of $14,000 as of December
31, 2001).

12.  All Souls never revealed to the Board during the May 29, 2002 Hearing
(“Hearing”) that it had previously leased the Parking Lot- even when I directly asked the
Rector of All Souls, Father John David van Dorn. Tr. 68. Nor did the other three
witnesses reveal the fact that the Church had previously (and illegally) leased the Parking
Lot.

13. From speaking with neighbors, my understanding is that during the time that the
Church illegally leased the Parking Lot, it never leased seventeen (17) parking spaces.
Nor did it lease 17 spaces at all times of the day and night from midnight, Sunday
through midnight, Friday.

Cuirent Weekday and Weeknieht Use of Parkine Lot

14.  Upon personal observation, there are currently only 19 parking spaces in the
Parking Lot. All Souls’s Management Plan (at 2) incorrectly states that there are “21



parking spaces” currently. All Souls’s Statement of Facts and Conclusions of Law at 6
repeats this. These statements are inaccurate. There are currently only 19 parking spaces
demarcated. There are only two parking spaces immediately to the right of the entrance
to the Parking Lot. According to posted signs, they are reserved for the “Rector” and the
“Parish Administrator.” These two spaces run east-west paralle] to the Parking Lot
entrance. The Church proposes to replace these two spaces with four spaces running
north-south, perpendicular to the entrance. See Case file No. &, Proposed parking plan,
spaces numbered 18-21. All Souls plans not only to expand the use of the lot by
commercially leasing it from midnight Sunday through midnight Friday, but also to
increase the number of parking spaces.

15.  Every week during weekdays and evenings, All Souls uses the Parking Lot for
Church meetings, meetings by such groups as Alcoholics Anonymous and the Woodley
Park Community Association, and services. See Ex. 2. The Parking Lot is no way
underutilized.

16.  For example, I personally observed at 7:30 pm on June 25, 2002, 13 cars parked
in the Parking Lot and a fourteenth vehicle, a van, parked illegally in front of the Parking
Lot entrance. I was told by a woman in the parking lot that the “Church was having a
meeting.”

17. In order to park legally on Woodley Place or on Cathedral Avenue, automobiles
must have a zone sticker. I see daily cars without the correct zone stickers with parking

tickets.

Woodley Park Community Association and ANC-3 Purported Support

18. In a telephone conversation with Martin G. Murray (“Murray™), the President of
the Woodley Park Community Association (“WPCA”) in April, 2001, Murray told me
that All Souls approached the WPCA and asked to make a presentation about leasing the
Parking Lot. When I asked if WPCA approached All Souls and asked the Church to
lease the Parking Lot, Mwrray said, “I wouldn’t characterize it as us [WPCA] coming to
them [All Souls].” (emphasis added). Murray elaborated that a woman from All Souls
with a name that sounded like “Mother Hubbard” [Mother Hayden, the former assistant
rector] presented reasons for why the Church wanted to rent its parking spaces.

19.  The minutes of the WPCA Executive Committee Meeting of April 19, 2001 (Ex.
3) substantiate Murray’s account that the WPCA did not approach All Souls and ask it to
lease the Parking Lot, but that All Souls went to the WPCA seeking its support.

20.  Ms. Adams testified repeatedly and inaccurately during the Board’s May 29, 2002
hearing that the Woodley Park Community Association approached All Souls asking the
Church to lease parking spaces. In answer to my question, “Why 1s the application
here?,” meaning what is the basis for All Souls’s Application, Ms. Adams answered:
“The church has been approached by the Woodley Park Community Association which



adopted a resolution in April 2001 asking the church te put to use its otherwise vacant
parking lot during the week.” Tr. 61,

21.  Indoing so, Ms Adams repeated the false testimony that she gave during her
opening remarks to the Board: Tr. 32 (“”’the Woodley Park Community Association
approached the church and asked that it ease some of the parking congestion in the
neighborhood by opening its lot to residents and to some of these business owners and
business employees in the area during the week”); Tr. 33 (“So the proposal that the
chuich has made, on the recommendation of the Woodley Park Community Association,
is for weekday parking in the lot on a contract basis . . . .”

22, Despite Ms. Adams’s falsely testifying three times about the reason and
justification for All Souls’s Application for special exception, none of All Souls’s three
other witnesses ever corrected the record -- just as three other witnesses failed to correct
Reverend van Dorn’s testimony regarding prior leasing of the Parking Lot. See Tr.
generally.

23. On June 19, 2002, I called Ms. Adams and asked that I meet with her, Rev. van
Dorn and other representatives of All Souls to discuss the fact that All Souls had never
revealed that 1t had previously leased its Parking Lot — despite my direct question of
Reverend van Dom ~ and the repeated and false testimony that the reason for All Souls’s
Application was in response to the WPCA’s request for the Church to lease its parking
lot. Ms. Adams denied my request for a meeting.

24.  All Souls in its Statement of Facts and Conclusions of Law at 2, which was signed
by Ms. Adams, now merely claims that “The Woodley Park Community Association
(“WPCA”) was informed of the Church’s Application.”

25.  All Souls’s Statement of Facts and Conclusions at 2 also claims that “hundreds of
neighborhood residents eligible to vote on WPCA matters attended [and that] the WPCA
unanimously adopted a Resolution endorsing the plans of the Church.” The minutes of
the meeting reveal, however, that it was an Executive Committee meeting. See Ex. 3. At
a June 20, 2002 WPCA Executive Committee, President Ron David informed me and
others that only Executive Committee members can vote at an Executive Committee
Meeting. The WPCA website indicates that there are only a handful of officers of the
WPCA. See Ex. 4.

All Souls’s Failure to Reveal Plans to WPCA_ and ANC

26.  Former WPCA President Murray also said that All Souls did not indicate that it
planned to lease 17 parking spaces from midnight, Sunday through midnight, Friday,
rather “[i]t was more like the status quo being returned rather than something different for
the neighborhood.” Again, the Executive Committee Minutes substantiate Murray’s
recollection: “A resolution was passed supporting the church’s efforts to obtain the
necessary variance that would be in line with its existing practice of renting out a limited
number of parking spaces . . ..” Ex. 3 (emphasis added).



27, I have been told that All Souls similarly told the ANC that it would lease the
parking lof in the same way that it had previously done. When I called the former ANC
Commissioner, Cheryl Opacinch, who introduced the ANC Resolution supporting the
Church’s proposal, to complain that neither I nor any other of the other neighbors along
Woodley Place were ever told that the ANC planned to consider the Church’s proposal,
Ms. Opacinch told me not to worry, that the Church had been leasing parking spaces for
years, and that nobody ever objected. When I responded that All Souls now planned to
rent 17 spaces from midnight Sunday through midnight Friday and that it had never done
so before, she expressed disbelief and said she would call the Church’s attorney, Ms.
Adams.

28.  InaJune 25, 2002 telephone conversation, ANC Commissioner Kurt Vorndran
told me that the expectation of the ANC was that All Souls would lease its Parking Lot in
the same manner as in the past. Again, according to Gross, at no time did All Souls
previously lease 17 out of 21 parking spaces, illegally or otherwise. (Par. 12) Indeed, the
parking lot currently has 19 parking spaces, not 21. It will have to be repainted and
reconfigured to accommodate 21 spaces. See Tr. 37 and All Souls’ proposed parking
plan.

Overwhelming Neighborhood Opposition to Parking Lot Proposal

29.  After I received All Souls’s Management Plan on Thursday, June 20, 2002, I
prepared copies of a petition outlining five concerns of the neighborhood -- 1. Safety, 2.
Noise, 3. Character of the Neighborhood, 4. Traffic, and 5. Loss of Neighborhood
Parking Spaces. (“Petition”) Ex. 5. The Petition also summarized the Management
Plan’s treatment of these concerns and explained why the Management Plan’s response
was either inadequate or lacking. The sixth reason listed for opposing the Application is
the lack of notice by the WPCA, ANC, or the Church that the WPCA and ANC would
consider the Church’s proposals. I also appended the operative portions of the
Management Plan, pages 7-19, behind the Petition so that neighbors could read for
themselves the Church’s Management Plan and judge its adequacy. In order to avoid
needless copying, I have omitted pages 7-9 of the Management Plan from Ex. 5.

30.  Imade several copies of the Petition and gave them to two neighbors, Mary
Conte, who also wrote a letter (Case File No. 23, attached at Ex. 7), and Timothy Budd. I
also gave several copies to Karen Kirsch and her husband, Neal Kirsch, President of the
Woodley Park Place Condominium Association, located at 2801 Connecticut Avenue.
Neal Kirsch wrote an e-mail letter in opposition (attached at Ex. 6). Finally, I sent Neal
Kirsch an e-mail attachment copy of the Petition without the Management Plan attached.

31.  Due to time constraints, Conte, Budd and I were only able to spend a few hours
during the course of two evenings circulating the Petition. Nonetheless, sixty-five people
* signed the Petition. In addition, all three of us believe more people would be willing to
sign the Petition if we had more time to circulate it. I personally was thanked by dozens
of neighbors for opposing the Church’s proposal and for bringing this issue to their



attention for the first time. Budd also told me that very few people had heard about the
Church’s plan prior to seeing the Petition.

32.  Neal Kirsch also told me that he had never heard about the Church’s plan, despite
being the President of a Condo Association with 35 units, “20 of which directly face the
church parking lot which is about 30 feet away across the alley.” Kirsch e-mail/letter
attached at Ex. 6. In addition to Kirsch and his wife’s opposition, four other condo
residents — including one who was traveling abroad -- sent e-mails asking to register their
opposition.

33.  Thus, in less than a week, 71 people living around the All Souls Parking Lot have
registered their opposition to the Church’s Application to lease commercially its Parking
Lot. Gregory J. DeNinno, who like me lives directly across the street from the Parking
Lot, has written a letter explaining in greater detail his reasons for opposing the
Application. See Ex. 7.

Petition for Speed Bumps

34.  Inmy testimony at the Hearing, in Choharis’s Response to Management Plan at 8-
9, and in Choharis’s Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law at Par. 21, p. 4, |
referred to a petition being circulated in the neighborhood to install speed bumps on
Woodley Place in response to the danger posed by speeding cars and by cars going up the
one-way street in the wrong direction. Attached as Ex. 8 is a copy of that petition.

St O M A,

Peter C. Choharis

Executed on this 24th day of December, 2002




Index of Exhibits in Support of Choharis Declaration

Number Exhibit Description

1 2001 Annual Report All Souls Memorial Church, May
19, 2002 - excerpts
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3 Minutes of WPCA Executive Committee Meeting,
April 19, 2001

4 WPCA Officers

5 Petition Opposing All Souls” Application
6 E-mails Opposing All Souls” Application
7 Letters Opposing All Souls® Application
8 Petition for Speed Bumps
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2001 Annual Report
All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church

May 19, 2002



The Senior Warden

“1 NOTE THAT THE
FINANCIAL HEALTH
OF THE PARISH

IS RECOVERING.

YET WE ARE NOT
OUT OF THE WOODS.
WE ARE STILL FACED
WITH A SIGNIFICANT
CONTRACTION. FOR
EXAMPLE. OF OUR
MUSIC PROG RAM,
THE BUDGET FOR
MAINTENANCE
WON'T STAND MANY
EMERGENCIES.

Sinca our last annual meering, the world has changed.
We have changed as a parish against a background of a
nation and world more vuinerable and, paradoxically,
more nurturing than it seemed in May, 2001.

In retrospect, our worsening financial situation last
Spring and the administrative concerns over Keeping
the parish operating so the rector could enjoy a well-
deserved sabbatical seem embarrassingly prosaic in
light of the tragedy of September 11. the lost and
shattered lives. the heroism and self-sacrifice of the
rescuers and the continuing sacrifices of our military
and their families. But, since this a report on the state of
this parish, 1 confine my remarks to the more prosaic
and immediate.

Having touched on the subject of finances, 1 note that
the financial health of the parish is recovering. We are
not vec out of the woods. We are still faced with a
significant contraction, for example, of our music
program. The budget for maintenance won't stand
many emergencies. Fortunately. we have been able 10
correct the water damage in the Undercroft and spruce
up the paint. The electrical work planned in earlier
budget cycles was finally completed this vear. removing
a significant threat of fire caused by inadequate eleciri-
cal service.

Our efforts 1o secure a zoning exception that will
enable us once again to use our parking lot for commer-
cial purposes is proceeding ai the pace dictated by the
District government. This effort. if successful, will
restore a substantial income stream. YWe owe our appre-

All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church



The Treasurer

“In suM. ALL sOULS
COMMITTED ITSELF
TO A ROBUST PLEDGE
CAMPAIGN AND
RUDGET, THERE
WERF SEVERAL
UNEXPECTED
CIRCUMSTANCES.
BUT THROUGH
PRUDENT STEWARD-
SHIP THE CHURCH
COMPLETED 2001 IN
THE BLACK WITH A
SLIGHT BALANCE ...
THE PARISHIONERS

TO BE COMMENDED
FOR THE YEARS

In rerrospect, 2001* was an exceptional vear for All
Souls Memorial Church. The Vestry adopted the most
aggressive budger ever (3500,100). Bolstered by a
successful pledge campaign that realized 85 percent of
its projected goal overall. total operating revenue
contributions slightly exceeded budget.

Earned revenue, as compared to operating revenue,
on the other hand, was 68 percent short of projections
($10.980 actual vs. $48,000 projected). This was due
primarily to two factors: one outside the controi of the
Vestry and one Vestry-initiated. As most parishioners
know. rental of the parking lot was curtailed until a
zoning variance is received from the city. In addition,
the Vestry elected not to withdraw $32.000 of endow-
ment interest since cash reserves on hand were suffi-
cient 1o cover all 2001 expenses. The Vestry opted to
leave the routine annual transfer in the endowment
until 2002 due to economic market conditions.

Combining income from the rwo major categories—
operating revenue contributions and earned revenue—
All Souls reached 94 percent of projected budget
($468.411 vs. $500.100). This percentage rate was accept-
able (o the Vestry since operating expenses were orly B8
percent of budget { $426.211 actual vs. $483,345 bud-
geted).

* The first third of 2002 will be reported on during the annual
meeting.

All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church



IncOME & ExpeNSE—December 31, 2001

QOreraTING REV E; Ut CONTRIBUTIONS:

% of Budget
Budget Agtual Realized
Pledges 389,000 368.412 {20.588) a5%,
Plate 40,000 50,113 10,113 125%
Memorials e 7.131 7,131 T131%
Bequests 15.060 22,585 7,585 51%
Flowers 2.60¢ 3.036 2,436 194%,
Music 2.000 1,337 {663) 67%
Fellowship 2000 2.602 602 0%
Other 1,500 215 {1.2¢5) 215%
Total Operating & Contributions 452,100 457 431 5331 1.2%
EARNED REVENUE:
Endownment Transier 32.000 Ep— 132,000 %
inlerest 1,000 1,570 570 57%
Parking Lot 14,000 5.185 {(8.815) 37%
Church Use 1.000 1,510 510 5i%
Bazaar e 2,280 2,290 2290%
Other e 42h 425 425%
Total Earned Revenue 48.000 10,980 (37.0209 2%
Torar OPeRATING REVENUES: 500,100 468,411 (31,689) 6%
OperATING EXPENSES: % of Budge1
Budger Actyal Speny
Salaries & Benefits 20,552 247 497 (13,055) B5%
Proiessional Fees 14,500 18,672 828) 96%
Ciutreach & Services 54,478 51477 (3.001) 94%
Warship 18.675 8453 {222) 99%
Fallowship 5.200 4 801 (389 9%,
Office Supplies/Services 33278 28,671 {4.604) 86%
Facilities 4] 663 56.646 2501w G2%
Total Operating Expenses 483.345 426,217 {57.128) BRY%
Excess Total OPERATING REVENUE
OVER OpERATING EXPENSES 16.755 42,194 25,438
Actual e
Restricted Revenue 20,000 31,872 11,8972
Restricted Expenses 66,027 66,027
Restricted Revenue Total ok (34.054) = e
ToraL CasH ReSERVE FoRr 2001° g140' e

1 Net carry forward to 2002,

1h

All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church
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Weekle Ex RE Sche

Today - 5/26 Pentecost 2 Second Sunday after Pes
Guest Celebrant: the Rev. Dr, T
Carlyle Caw

Holy Euchanst, 8:30 and 11:00
Childcare, 10:00 a.m.
Endowment Fund Board meen
a.17.

No Choir unul Seprember

No Adult Forum until Septemb
No Sunday School unal Sepren
AA Meeung, Conference room.

Monday AA Meeunyg, conference room,
Tuesday Statf meeung, 9:30 am.
Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7:00 a.

Low Mass at noon
Christ House dinner, 4:00 p.m.
Cenitening Praver, 6:45 p.m.

Thursday Madas, 7:15 a.m.

Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.

St. Mary's Court, 7:00 p.m.
Friday ‘
Sarurday Farmer's Marker, 9:00 a.m.-1:00

Mariotu & Woodall Wedding, 2
Next Sunday ~  Pentecosi 3-Third Sunday afier Pen.
6/9 Holy Eucharsst, 8:30 am. & 11:

Childcare, 10:00 a.m.

No Choir unul September

No Adult Forum untl Septemb

No Sunday School undl Septemr

Blackwelder Funeral, 2:00 p.m,

AA Meeune, Cnnference room.

Liturgical ministers for June 279

Acovltes: 8:30 Nancy Charlon, Kevia LeGras
Minos, Nicolas Cueter, Gary C
11:00 CR1-Joe Howell. T7~Travis R
T7-Mat Moten, T2-Not Assig
T2-Not Assigned, Book-Landi
CR2--Mike McGee, Thur--Paul
BB-Victona Woodall

Lectors: 8:30 (OT) Kevin LeGrand, NT) N:

6/19/2002
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Today ~- 6/23  Pentecost Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Bapusm of Emily Nicole Lopatki
11:00
Holy Eucharist, 8:30 and 11:00 a,
Childeare, 100 a.m.
No Choir unul Seprember
No Adult Forum unul Seprembe:
No Sunday School unul Septemb
AA Meeung, Conference room, ?

o

Monday AA Meeung, conference room, 8

Tuesday Staff meeong, 2:30 am.
Vestry meeung, conlerence room

Wednesday Christ House Breakfast, 7:00 am
Low Mass at noon
Centenng Praver, 6:45 p.m.
Thursday Matins, 7:15 am.
Low Mass, 7:30 a.m.
Friday
Saturday Farmer's Market, 9:00 2.m.-1:00 ¢

Next Sunday -~ Pentecost 6--Secth Sunday after Penze.
6/30 Bapnsm of James Alexander Brac
Sophie Grace Murdock at 11:00
Holy Evcharist. 8:30 a.m. & 11:0(
Childeare, 10:00 a.m.
Ne Chois unul Seprember
No Adult Forum unud Sepreraber
No Sunday »chool untl Septemb
AA Meenng, Conference room, ?
Cole/Blar wedding, 3:30 p.m.

Liturgical ministers for June 237

8:30 Nancy Charlion, Kevin LeGras
Minos, Nicolas Cueter, Gary C
11:00 CR7--Bill Glew, T7~-John Willi
T7-Chuck Helman, T2-Not A
T2--Not Assigned. Book—Gary
CR2--Paul Carter, Thur-Heidi ]

Lectors: 8:30 (OT) Cynthia Evans (NT) Aliis
Kinabrew, (PP} Joha Kinabrev

11:00 {OT) Jennifer Johnston, (NT) .

Suggs, (PP) George Barnum

Acoyltes:

6/27/2002



Ex Wibiy 3

Mim. of WPCA Executive Committee N‘ing
" Thursday, April 19, 2001

Meeting Convened - Martin Murray, the president, opened the meeting at 7:05
pm at the Maret School. Approximately 50 persons attended. In addition to Murray,
other executive commifiee members present were: Abby Martin (secretary), Armen
Tashdiman (treasurer), Sally MacDonald (immediate past president); at-large members
Jane Howard, Camille Kurtz, Tony Nuland, and Ronnie Rosenwasser; Barbara Joanes
(nominations commuttee chatr), and Detective Nelson Morais {(crime awareness).

Woodley Park Crime Discussion — Assistant US Attorney Rachel Carlson
Leiber, who is assigned to the 2nd Police District, opened a discussion of area crime.
Among other things, she said she hopes her office can operate as a clearinghouse on
crime and urged residents to share information with her. During the give-and-take,
detectives and police officers from the 2™ district also provided information. The
discussion covered such areas as the substantial increase in robberies in the area,
sentencing for armed robbery, the graffiti problem, and rotating of police officers every
six months.

Committee Reports - Reports included the following:

Marilvn Mural: David White has talked with the building’s owner and the
artist who agreed to restore the mural, The restoration will cost
approximately 55,000 to $6,000.

QOvyster School: As a result of the new construction and landscaping plan,
21 new replacement trees will be planted, around the school and in the
neighborhood.

Call Boxes: DPW will begin work on call boxes, including putting on
primer, in June. All boxes in the WP area have been “adopted.” The call
box workshop had not yet been scheduled.

Treasurer’'s Report: The association’s total balance (as of Apnl 19) stood
at $12,658.95. Tashdinian said the Shoreham West had contributed $500.
Murray said he hopes to encourage contributions from other condo
associations.

All Souls Church Parking Lot — The Reverend Andrea Hayden, assistant rector
of All Souls, asked the WPCA for support for the variance the church intended to apply
for related to use of the parking lot for non-church-related functions. A resolution was



passed supporting the church’s etiorts to obtain the necessary vananc€ihat would be in
line with its existing practice of renting out 2 iimited number of parking spaces 1o area
residents and merchants and providing a site for a weekend farmer's market.

Redistricting — Counciimembers Jim Graham (Ward 1) and Phil Mendelson (at-
large) led a discussion of redistricting in DC. which is constitutionally required following
the 2000 census. and its potential impact on Woodley Park’s two wards (1 and 3), both of
which gained population during the 1990s. So that all 10 wards will have approximately
the same population, Wards 1 and 3 will have to lose residents to other wards and
boundaries will be redrawn. The entire redistricting process must be completed by July
1. Mendelson was 1o begin public hearings on redistricting April 23.

By-Laws and Minutes — A few additional changes were approved to the
proposed by-laws which were to be presented to the membership for approval at the

general meeung in May. The minutes for the March meeting were approved.

Meeting Adjourned — The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 pm.

Abby Martin, Secretary
June 16, 2001
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Webmaster: David White
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Ex hibis 5

PETITION OPPOSING COMMERCIAL LEASE
OF ALL SOULS CHURCH PARKING LOT

After reviewing the attached. relevant portions of the Church’s proposed
Management Plan for the commercial lease of 17 out of 21 parking spaces from Sunday,
midnight through Friday, midnight, we the undersigned neighbors oppose the Church’s
application for the following reasons: Povrs Ty ;4 The Chosel’s

1.

hJ

{s2

He -

JA won w g gt Pl o
Safety. Unattended cars. especially without a gate to control access, are a magnet ST
for crime — both car theft and breaking and entering into cars, The Church’s avf avadeabic
Management Plan (pp. 11-12) ignores the fact that, according to the Metropolitan v~ rcv.cw ey
Police Department. there were 52 incidents of auto thefts and vandalism in the all 7ie
neighborhood (*Reporting Area 238”) during the past year, June 13, 2001 to June Sy ase 19,8
13, 2002. The Plan’s reliance on the prospect of “potential loss of parking
privileges [and] police patrols™ will not protect the neighborhood from crime. (p.
16).

e s &f’-’é‘i’&-l‘e"f

SR s e T

Noise. The sound of car alarms, slamming car doors and trunks, the parking lot
chain dropping, and loud voices wil] all be magnified by the 1all apartment
buildings behind the parking lot that project noise toward the street. The
Church’s Management Plan rejects posting a 24-hour guard: inaccurately claims
that 17 additional cars “will not introduce any new sounds;™ and calls upon
“residents . . . to contact the police and report the nuisance or effect an arrest of
the offending party™ even in the middle of the night. (p. 18). The neighbors
should not have to choose between ignoring loud noises from car alarms and
parking tenants or racing to the parking lot in the middle of the night to confront
or have arrested “unruly and disruptive” parking tenants. (p. 18).

Character of the neighborhood. Because of limited outdoor space, many residents
enjoy their front porches for recreation. Additional traffic. and accompanying
pollution and noise, will disturb the neighborhood's quiet characier. The
Church's Management Plan does not adequately address this issue.

Traffic. Woodley Place is a one~way street that already suffers from considerable
traffic. Some neighbors are circulating a petition for the city to install speed
bumps 10 try 1o reduce the speeding that regularly occurs. Seventeen additional
cars will add to this traffic. The Church’s Management Plan inaccurately claims
that 17 additional cars will reduce vehicular traffic because they “will go directly
to the Parking Lot” rather than circling the street for parking. (p. 19). This
falsely assumes that each of these drivers would otherwise “circle the block in
search of parking” rather than use one of the four available commercial lots ~ all
of them closer to the business district; park somewhere else; or use the Metro. (p.
19). It also ignores the fact that the neighborhood will actuaily suffer a loss of
parking spaces if the Church’s proposal is adopted.



5. Loss of Neighborhood Parking Spaces. The Church hosts or conducts numerous,
regular meetings throughout the week, including AA, Woodley Park Community
Association, and religious services. Those attending these meetings currently
park 1n the Church lot. But if the Church leases 17 spaces. many of these people
will seek parking in the neighborhood. thereby depriving residents of already
scarce parking. The Church’s Management Plan ignores this issue and utterly
fails to mention these meetings and week-day services. Instead, the Plan focuses
on special church events such as funerals and weddings. and dismisses these
additional “Church events [as] infrequent and not anticipated 1o pose a substantial
problem for the weekday [parking] tenants.” (p. 15). The Church is silent on the
problems posed for the neighbors.

6. Absence of notice. None of us received notice that the Church was seeking
support of its proposal to lease commercially its parking lot from the Woodley
Park Community Association or ANC-3. Nor did the Church ever seek our views

on leasing the parking lot before approaching these orgamzm:ons . )
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5. Loss of Neighborhood Parking Spaces. The Church hosts or conducts numerous,
regular meetings throughout the week, including AA, Woodley Park Community
Association, and religious services. Those attending these meetings currently
park in the Church iot. But if the Church leases 17 spaces, many of these people
will seek parking in the neighborhood. thereby depriving residents of already
scarce parking. The Church’s Management Plan ignores this issue and utterly
fails to mention these meetings and week-day services. Instead, the Plan focuses
on special church events such as funerals and weddings, and dismisses these
additional “Church events {as] infrequent and not anticipated to pose a substantial
problem for the weekday [parking] tenants.” (p. 15). The Church is silent on the
problems posed for the neighbors.

6. Absence of notice. None of us received notice that the Church was seeking
support of its proposal to lease commercially its parking lot from the Woodley
Park Community Association or ANC-3. Nor did the Church ever seek our views
on leasing the parking lot before approaching these organizations.
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5. Loss of Neighborhood Parking Spaces. The Church hosts or conducts numerous,
regular meetings throughout the week, including AA. Woodley Park Community
Association, and religious services. Those attending these meetings currently
park in the Church lot. But if the Church leases 17 spaces, many of these people
will seek parking in the neighborhood, thereby depriving residents of already
scarce parking. The Church’s Management Plan ignores this issue and utterly
fails to mention these meetings and week-day services. Instead, the Plan focuses
on special church events such as funerals and weddings, and dismisses these
additional “Church events [as] infrequent and not anticipated to pose a substantial
problem for the weekday [parking] tenants.™ (p. 15). The Church is silent on the
problems posed for the neighbors.

6. Absence of notice. None of us received notice that the Church was seeking
support of its proposal to lease commercially its parking lot from the Woodley
Park Community Association or ANC-3. Nor did the Church ever seek our views
on leasing the parking lot before approaching these organizations.
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Reply | ReplyAll | Forward ' ias attachment ! : Next | Inbox

. Move E »\ . Mark as Unread
XN+ ~ Download Attachments

Flag This Message

From:Neal_Kirschi@discovery.com | Block Address | Add to Address Book
Subject:All Souls Church Parking Lot Zoning Application p L j /
To:pchoharis@yahoo.com R R Wood e Y
CC:kkirsch/@nab.org ) | v . Mo i C dwal nes s
Date: Thu. 27 Jun 2002 08:05:07 -0400

&
{‘3\'
R N - T ah ! 1 < - WMo artmmtam o Domperr b een ™ " ey
i potentlial I0r Ccrime. e artitendeg the sXecutive Lomm meeting

% h's

o which

r dents

have responded unfavorscly to the proposal. We have our regularly
scheduled monthly bcard meeting Thursday night the 27th where we will
ba

discussing this issue However, understand that this issue is on a
fast

track for discussion which would preclude most of the zssociatieon
mempers

from becoming familiar with the issue and providing their valuable
eplnions.

1 think it would only be falr to the residents of Woodley Park Place iZ
the

zoning board could re-open the hear:ing on this isSsue
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lag This Message Printable View - Full Headers

Date:Thu, 27 Jun 2002 02:09:23 -0700 (PDT)

Subject:PARKING LOT
To:pchoharisi@yahoo.com

[, Charies Elder live at Woodley Park Place Condo #25 and I am oppose to the "Parking Lot
Plan' of the church. Presently, I am abroad and I am keeping in touch by e-mail.

Thank you, > 1 o
é 8 !’- /ﬂ/» v w} ‘)
Chuck Elder

Do You Yahoo!?
Sign-up for Video Highlights of 2002 FIFA World Cup

Click a = to send an instant message to an-online friend ¢ = Online. 7 = Offline

Delete - Choose Folder - ~- Move

Mark as Unread
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From:"Porter. Donna A" <dporteri@ora.fda.gov> | Block Address | Add to Address Book
Tao:"'pchoharisi@yahoo.com™ <pchohartsi@yahoo.com>
Subject:Church Parking Lot

Date: Tue. 25 Jun 2002 09:09:32 -0400 f -
. ; /}] ] T
' i ]

Flag This Message

Pete,
| am opposed to the zoning change for the church parking lot
Donna Porter

2801 Connecticut Ave, #26

202-387-3198

Click a - 10 send an instant message to an online friend - = Online. = = Offline
Delste “Choose Folder - ~  Move Mark as Unread
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Subject:Church Parking Lot
To:pchoharis@yahoo.com
From:CGrvmesi@ceolliershannon.com | Bleck Address | Add to Address Baok
Date:Tue, 23 Jun 2002 09:54:06 -0400

You &re heraby
Lion
communication
d. If you have

immediately by ©o

Shannon Scott, FLLC, please wvisit us at

| F - P
y.eclliershennon. oo

Click 2\ to send an instant message to an online friend & = Online, &= Offline
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Date: Tue. 25 Jun 2002 16:38:23 ~0400
From:"Bruce C Read" <bruce ¢ _read@fanniemae.com> | Block Address | Add to Address Boek
To:"Peter Choharis” <pchoharis@yahoo.com>

CC:"Neal Kirsch" <neal_kirsch@discovery.com> T/ s+

i , ¥ : AR
Subject:[Fwd: Church Parking Lot] E "-J/f 5%, =
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———————— Original Message —————=--

Subject: Church Parking

Date: Tue, 25 Jun 2002 OB:Z7

From: Neal Kirschidisco

To: bruce: *ﬂadﬁzanr::

kvr:a&:SLE‘:“SOF¢HD com, ® ménal rg, @t com,
béreaa@aol.ham, susandkesilsg.org, chuckeld crb@vahoo com,
kayikitEyahoo.com, akowan@notmalil .com, dénise.cheungfusdoj. gov,
drebolledofworldbank.org, =ddieablBacl. C?m,r0b1lsameh§JC* mai l.bom,
madlin@manatt.com, ppapaséalliedcapital.com,shearsébell
denisecheungébigplaner.com, dporter@ora. fda.goy, svjatafe
adam@steinback. com, adambésphera.com, abrettéfcc.goy,
CGercﬁﬂco,l-ﬂ'Sﬂaﬁdﬂ“.iﬁm.vvﬂh@C”SSO org, jvmendfacl.com,
bf:‘d‘ipy';'-&':fl J.Itl; bethicyrosencergf] 1.com,
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District of Columbia Office of Zoning
Board of Zoning Adjustment E ;,‘ ‘ L . ;
441 4th Street, NW X BN

Suite 210 South
Washington, D.C. 20001

June 18. 2002

1 write this letter in regard to Application # 16875, an application by the All Souls

Memorial Eptscopal Church (2300 Cathedral Ave NW) to rent parking spaces in its

private parking lot. I live directly across the street from the parking lot and was never

consuited or advised by the Church as to this application. Eventually, [ did see a sign that \ '
was posted regarding the apphication hearing, but my work schedule did not allow me to >f<
atiend the hearing. 1 oppose the application.

My concerns are very simple. The 2700 block of Woodley Place NW is, for the most
part, a quiet residential street. Other than on Sunday momings, the Church parking lot is
also relatively quiet and currently fits in well with the rest of the neighborhood.
Converting the private lot into a commercial way station for transient vehicles will
greatly disturb the safety and overall character of the street. We surely do not need
additional traffic and noise on a street that already is overcrowded with cars in search of
on-street parking. Property values will be negatively affected, eroding the District’s tax
base.

Furthermore, considering that my house is within 50 feet or so of the lot, I would have
expected that someone from the Church would have consuited me and the other %
neighbors on the plan of renting out the lot. Surely the Woodley Park Community £
Association or ANC-3C should have communicated the proposed plan to the

neighborhood. If they had communicated the plan to me, I would have been able to

express my opposition earlier in the process.

While I recognize that the Church would like 10 generate additional revenue, it must
realize that it is just one of many members of the neighborhood and this pursuit of
revenue must not adversely affect the neighborhood in which it is located.

Sincerely,

I

Gregory J. DeNinno o
2773 Woodley Place NW - bives diceatly

WDC 20008 Acyross STre et

_ ﬁibwmw{‘)
{3{,—?; o a3 o ‘{




MaryT1.Conte
Becpa K. Pers

1738 Woodkey Place, NW
Wabmpoo, 1XC 20008

Hewrae [hone (2U21 TY7-5107
Ermsil: imarmaraithernis oo

May 08, 2002
= 5 *:_.‘_ﬁ LrL Py v S

DC Office of Zoning ) ¥
Board of Zouing Adjustunent AS Ld & WA
44] 4(h Strest. NW f ” ;
Suite 210 south - { veo. Ll t
Washington, DC 20001 « = j ‘ !

¥ 3o d : ]’ L f. } b P; rp
Roand of Zoning Adjustment: Case “ole 2. LS

We are writing with concern and opposition to the application of All Souts Memorial Episcopal Church,, ANC-3C,
Case Na. 16875 schodulcd for Public Hearing on May 29, 20002 (IPM-6PM),

Until it was discovered that the All Souds adinimistration was ustng the church parking lot as 2 commercial valet

lot for neighboring restaurants, a legal “exception” o existing zoning regualtions was pot coasidered. The
neighborhiood is now being asked to sanction such an “exception”.

Allowing a special exceplion to use the cbhurch pamng iot for weekday parking amouvnts to the establishment of a
comumercial parking Jot. This precedent, while seemingly harmiess, has the potential for a negative twupact on the
surrounding neighborhaad,

Issues raised by such an action include security, sufety and environmental impact. Sccurity issues should not be
overlooked. Commercial parking lots are subject 1o vandalism, and considening thal we alrcady hitve enough of
that on the street, we do nol need addittonal incenuves,

There are many children and pets in the 2700 block. Additional traffic in the alleyway and on the strect is 3iso
cause for concern. And, a commertial parking Iot on a quiet residential sireet is environmentully unappealing 1o
those of us who moved to Woodley Place because it was a guiet residentisl street.

The administration of All Souls has pot reached out to (he weighborbood in the past, the first and only time the
church extended itself 10 its ncighbors was the recent request for contnbutions.and a zooing change.

We doubt that commercial parking would be an issoe if the pastor of All Souts Church occupicd the house next
door 10 the lot

Sincerely,

Mary T. Conlc
Decna M. Pers
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NEIGE“RHOOD PETITION FOR SPEED.JMPS

We, the undersigned residents of the 2700 block of Woodley Place, request that speed bumps be installed on our
block berween Cathedral Avenue and Woodley Road. Woodley Place is a neighborhood street with many children,
elderly peopie and beloved pets. Vehicies frequently speed down Woodley Place (one way) and drive up Woodley
Place in the wrong direction. Speed bumps will curb these problems and ensure that the residents of Woodley Place

are safer.
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