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Mr. Geoffrey Griffis 
Chainmm 
DC Board of Zoning Adjm;tnicnt 
4l11 4rh Street, NW 
Second fc'Joor 
Washington, nc 20001 

Re: BZA Application No. 16865> 916-918 G Streot, NW 

Dcnr Chriirm~m Ori ms: 

I 1.1111 writing this letter on bchal f ofthc applicant of BZA Application No. 16865, 916-
!>I 8 U Street, N.W., tn e.uppot1 their request for a variance for a reduction jn the ~mount 
of residential rL-crcation spr1cc, nnd lo allow for the expansion of a non-confonning 
penthouse to a conforming pcnthouSI!. 

As you arc aw£\rc, lhc Dislrict of Columbja Government, Department of I lousing and 
Community Development (DHCD) developed the initial Request for Proposal (RFP) 
critcl'in for sntc oflhc Mather Building. During the selection process, we aggressively 
clu1llcngcd co.ch pnrticipmtt lo provide tho maximum eco11omically feasible amount of 
arts incubator nnd nffordahle h,'lusing space in the Mather Buildiug. We pursued au<l 
received concessions frc,in the applicant on these uses to maximize the roluni to the 
District and the community from selling the Mather Building. After providing for these 
uses (approxilrn1tcly 17,000 square feet}, the remaining space in the building is market 
rate condominiums nncl rdatcd parking in the basement. It is these uses that will create 
the valuo to pay the costs of providing lhe affordable housing ~mu m1s space. To sntisfy 
th~ recrc:ltion space requirement, the applicant must convert ma.rkcl rate condominium 
spnco into no1Mmleablc recreation space, creating a serious unanticipated and undue 
financial hun.kn on the applicant. 
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We uclicvo that lhcrc me several additional extenuating circumstances relating to the 
n1>plicants' rcqucsl for lhe variances, which justify their position. The building is an 
c:<i~ting mid-block structure that occupies 92 percent of the lot, so there is effectively no 
area th:-11 ca11 be dcvotctl lo recreation space at grade level. The historic designation of 
the bu ii cling doc.:s not ullow for modifications to the building for cxtorior balconies. 
Elevator access lo the rnof deck is nclt possible due to height limitations of the existing 
structure. Sti\ir access to the roof for all residents of the building will not comply wilh 
ADA requirements. ru11hcr, access to tl1e roof for all of lhe buildings' residents wou1d 
rcqufrc the t1pplicant to install emergency exit stairwells by convc1ting market rate 
condominium space on the tenLh floor of the building into non-salc:iblc stc1itwcl1s. We 
also under.;taud lhat the penlhousc structure, as proposed, is a conforming structure with 
flppropriatc !iCthncks for fovurnblc site lines. 

We also feel it ill impo1tant to note that the residents of the Mather Building can use lhc 
6,600 sqL1are feet of arts incuhnlor space to be located on the lirsl and second floors of the 
Mather Building :mylime for a nominal fee, subsidized by the ap1>licant h11ving leased this 
space to the Cullnrnl Duvclopmcnt CoJporation for ten years at a rental rate substantially 
below current m~1rkct rotes. This interactive space is designed to altract and service the 
arts conmmnity 1hrougho11t the District. Activities will include art exhibjts. other arls 
rchi1cd events, studio workspaces, auditions and rehearsals, which, in our opinion, 
l'cprescnt a suitable suhstituto for recreation space in tJ1c Mather Buildi11g. 

Finally, there i!l n Filncss and Aquatic Center operated by the YWCA locatcil next door to 
tho M,1thcr Building. The upplicant and YWCA representatives aro working togetht-'T to 
promote use of these facilities by the residents of the Ma1her Building. 

For tho above re~1sons, I support the applicant's request that rcHcf be granted. 
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