
Good morning, Chairman Griffis and rne:r:1bers o:f the Board. 

My narne is Ann Haas, and I live at 160l-l./-5th Street, across the 

street fro:-n Rock Creek International School. 

Like the rest of the community, I supported the school's 

proposal in 1999 to renovate Rose Lees Hardy elementary school 

and operate a private school for grades pre-Kindergarten through 

5. Three years after that emergency situation, Rod:: Creek 

International School finds its elf in another j;rnergency. Nov, 

it needs space for its sixth-graders. If the lJast is prologue, 

what ·will happen next year? 

1 do not support adding a sixth grade on site. I've come to 

this :position as a result of experience--for philosophical and 

practical reasons. Pragmatically, the school's space-requirements 

and the current location are not a match. What vms a playground 

for a public elementary school is a parking lot for Rock Creek 

International School. The result is that students rely on Parks 

and Recreation facilities that rightfully belong to the taxpaying 

community. 

'l'raffic congestion is another practical reality. With a 

combined enrollment of 2000 students, 7 private schools operate 
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:f':com tlrn nunfo e:c o :C' c 2.r r1, ver y few s tudent s •im.lk to ;=,chool. 

:J o ar c a :pproo.chinr:; 

c ::-i -i:J.c =.1 ,112.ss . 

'I1h e }Jhilo s ophica.l r ea s ons f or my oppos ition to t h e current 

pro pos al by :a.ock Creek Il:.teri1s.tional School are more troubling. 

A chronology will s p eak f oi.., its el :[' . 

A.t a :·,1oeting vrith residents on Aug1.rnt ? , 2001, tho school's 

s.dT,1i nistr2.tion 1·:1entioned ex:pancling f acili t ies through on-site 

cons truction of a middle school. '.Iihe reaction vras unani:nous: 

I n response, the s chool' s a dministration p ledged 

a s a good neighbor to p :...,es ,311.t any pl8.ns to build a middl e s chool 

the current location to the Foxhall Conrnunity ,""\. J-. ' 0J. t.,lZ 8 11S 

Asc.:: ociation. 

On Sept enb er 'J, the ;3cl1oo l ' s a dminis tra tion •.:1ro t0 to t he O:f:fice 

our middle school." On September U:J, the s chool' s administration 

commented at a citi zens ' a ssociation meeting that it was 

considering pla cing " mobil e classroo:-:1s 11 on t he ,;-rounds to 

accor.moda te additional students. On September 25f, the adminis trc.tion 

vr-cote to the Of fice of J?ro:perty '.'.Jz:c..nagement to request :permis s ion 

to put trailers on s ite. 



An important aspect of the correspondence · is that the 

community learned of it thanks to a request· that a resident 

made under the Freedom of Information Act. 

In g-.canting an e:x:ception to use a public f'acili ty as a private 

school, the Board specified that Rock Creelr International School 

would discuss and resolve any community concerns. 

Just to mend fences v,i th the corn.TJmni ty, Rock Creek International 

School has some liaison work to do. I\'lending fences doe_s not 

include adding another grade to a location that it has clearly 

outgrown. It does not include adding to the impact on the 

community, a concern that the Board identified three years ago. 

The s olution is to add a nevi campus and adjust enrollment 

accordingly--and in the process, cor.1municate with the community. 

It is in the student S' best interests to have a. playg1."'ound, 

ball field, gynmasium, caf eteria., and auditorium that they 

can rely on. 

Rock Creek International School can set an example J:or its 

students to :follov,. It can start by being a good neighbor. 


