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( ) Consent Calendar 
(x) Agenda 

( ) A1teration 
(x) New Construction 
( ) Demo l i t 1 on 
(x) Conceptua1 Dasign Review 

The app1ication proposes new construction of a three-story brick 
ro~house on a 16' wide lot adjacent to a historic, cobblestoned 
a11ey, The row ie characterized by architectural variety rather 
than homogeneity, and many of the structures are exemp1ary of 
their type. On_tha adjacent lot sits a f1ne 3 1/2-story brick 
and stcr,e rowhouse w"ith a half-round bay. Other brick rowhouses 
have entr~nces only s1ieht1y above grade and have flat facades. 
Across the a11ey is one of the earliest structures on Capitol 
Hi11, a frame Greek Revival~sty1e house with a gable-front roofc 
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The app 1 i cant presents a facade w1 th a square two-story bay, : ":~n · 
entrance three steps above grade , and a pad i mented re:~ or, b~ih 
the ho~se and the bey. Unlike the typical Capitol Hi1 r~ 
rowhouse 1 this desden proposes a gable roof with t.he r ,age be-am 
perpendicular to the street. The design, therefore, does not1~ 
continue the hietorica11y tradit-tcna1 "grid" facade of windowC, 
and doors aligned under a strong horizontal cornice line. The<;? 
proposal does a1low the s1de elevation (which will be fully g 
visible from East Cap,tol Street along the historic alley) to oe 
articulated with a gable face, dormers, and corn,ce, 

The side elevation is noteworthy for its massing, carefully 
modulated so as not to overwhelm the smailer frame structure 
across the a11ey. Rather than the h1stor1oa11y typical blank 
party wall (sometimes a11ev1ated with an oriel window bay), the 
app11oant has chosen to define the wa11 with windows, projecting 
roof forms, and a connecting bay of glass, wood, and bronze 
panels. These window forms and bronz~ panels are also used more 
spar1ng1y on the front facade. 

A br1ck wall, picturesque wood fence, and gar~ee are also part 
of the proposa1. The staff finds the attention to the entire 
length of the property against this historic alley to be 
commendab1e, 
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The use of bronze bas-relief panels, while more typical of 
neighborhoods suoh as Dupont Circle and Massachusetts Avenuet is 
an appealing and deft means of add1ne texture ~nd color to a 
bu11ding that wi11 be only 16 feet wide. 

Ibo otaff recommends that tbe Board AQPteve the APRJioatjon in 
concaot, deJaaotioa fiooJ aogroyaJ to tbt staff. wjtb the 
foJJowing oomro1ots for Board discussion; 

ll Iba front doorway needs tuctber study to s1ve it more 
emphasis, Ibt uae of Jaree numbtrs above the door, wbiJe 
aporoorjate for 9ommareio,J property, shouJd be avojgeg in this 
1nstance. 

2} Ibe t,wo oediro@otad oteas oo the front facade ehgJJJd be 
tvctbtc otticyJated to strengthen their contcibwtion to the 
entjre facade, Ib• staff wouJd euggest o differ,ot roa:tif for 
tbe facade oedimant ogeoing. P0:asjb1y one derivad from 9tbet 
proposeg ocnam9nt mot; fs, '~~----
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