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HISBTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW ROARQﬂw; )
STAFF REPORT AND REGOMMENDATION : -
Landmark/Historic District: Meeting: Jume 20%° 1890
Capitol H111 Historic Digtrict =
Address: { ) Consent Calendar
315 East Capitol Street, BE {x) Agenda
H.P.A., No.: 80~520 ( ) Alteration
Date Received: April 25, 1980 (%) New Construction
( ) Demolition
S8taff Reviewer: Nancy Witheraell (%) Conceptual Design Raeview

The application proposes new construction of a three-story brick
rowhouse on a 18' wide 1ot adjacent to a historic, “Obﬁ?sstOﬂ““
alley, The row is characterized by architectural variety raths
than homogensity, &nhd many of the structures are exsmslary of
their tyne. On the adjacent lot sits 3 fine 3 1/2-sicry brick
ang stone rowhouse with a half-round bay. Other brick rowhouses
have entrances only slightly above grade and have flat facades.
Acrose tre alley is one of the earlisst structures on Capitol
Hi11, & frame Qreek Revival-style house with a gable-front rao

The applicant presents & Tacade with a sguare two-story
entrance three ateps above grade. and a pedimented roc’
the howse and the bay. Unlike the typical Capitol HiT
rowhouse, this design proposes a gabie roof with the r.age 5&&m )
parpendicular to the street. The design, therefore, does nots
continue the historically traditional "grid” facade of windows.
and doors aligned under a strong horizontal cornice 1ins. The® =
proposal doee allow the side slevation (which will be fully < &
vigible from East Capitol Street along the historic alley) to De
articulated with a gable face, dermers, and cornice.

The side elevation is noteworthy for 1iis massing, carefully
modulated so as not to overwhelm the smaller frame structurs
acroes the alley. Rather than the histeorically typical blank
party wall (sometimes alleviated with an oriel window bay), the
applicant has chosen to define the wall with windows, projecting
roof forme, and a connecting bay of glass, wood, &nd bronze
panels. These window forms and bronze panels are alsoc used mora
sparingly con the front facads.

A brick wall, picturesque wood fence, and garage are also part
of the proposal. Tha staft finds the attention to the sntire
length of the property against this historic alley to be
commendable,
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The use ¢f bronze bas-realief pansls, while more typical of
neighborhoods such as Dupont Circle and Massachusetts Avenue, is
an appealing and deft means of adding texture and color to &
building that will be only 18 Test wide.




