
February 4, 2002 

Eleanor Lewis 
Chair 
ANCJD 
PO Box 40846 
Washington DC 20016 

Dear Chairman Lewis, 

F~-i:< HO. 

Cary Ridder 
5520 Carolina Place NW 
Washington DC 20016 

Feb. 04 2CJC12 C:17: 24F'M F'l 

I run writing to e-J(i_Xess my concern about ihe proposed expansion of St. Patrick's 
Episcopal Day School into the house at 4925 1:Vfac;A1thur Boukvard, NW. While I know 
that I am known for never seeing a school expan::;ion that I don't like, I have in this case 
seen such a one. My concern about the~ proposed expansion has to do vvith two aspects of 
the relationship between the size of the school and the ~ize of the property. 

The first is the size of the building relative w the proposed size of the St. Patrick's 
seventh and eighth grades. The St. Patrick's proposal calls for 60 students and 12 faculty 
to be placed in a buildbg of 5300 usable square feet. (There is another 1700 square foet 
in tbe basement which I understand is not high enough lo be nsed for classroom space). 
That breaks down to approximately 88.3 square feet per student. The recommended 
guideline for st1.1dcnt/square foot ratio for the DC Public Schools is 150 square fed p~r 
student, i.nchiding lunch roo.m and gymnasium. Even without a lunchroom or 
gyrnnasium, SL Patrick's proposed expansion fall.3 \\:ay below what is reconllllended as 
being an adequate space for students. This will lead eventually1 I am sure, to a new 
request by St. Patrick's to the BZA to bi; pennincd to build an addition to the existing 
house on the site. 

My second concern is that St. Patrick's is proposing a total student population of 
60 students for the seventh and eighth grades. They currently have 45 students in each of 
thei.r elementary classes up until sixth grade so they are proposing that a significantly 
smaller group will continue into their Junior High This is fine for no,v - I am sure that 
they have not got sixty students wanting to be in thdr Junior High right now. I am also 
certain, however, that in the future they will have their entire si);.ih grade wanting to move 
into the seventh grade and they wilt be i11 the uncorofoliable position of having to tum 
away current students. While their ·'culture;' at this moment may be one in which six1h 
graders automatically apply to other schools, that \\ill change when parents realize that 
their children can stay in the school until ninth grade when there more options for 
students looking to change schools. This has certainly been the case at the Nonvood 
School in Potomac. In a similar situation at the Potorn.:ic Si::bool ln 1vkLean where kids 
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traditionally kft the: ,choo l 1n l.'ighth ~H' ninth grade, ,,J,..:.:n a high school was added filleeen 
yea.rs ago, kids stayed at the S(.;hooL 

Again, with the increased. pressure from parents lo k~ep all the kids in the sixlh 
grade class moving on to the seventh grade~ the school \Vill be forced to consider an 
addition to the existing building. Aml they will have to go to the BZA for another special 
exception. This puts the neighborhood in the position of constantly having to deal with 
the sl!hool and the BZA It will become a yearly b&ttle belwi;:en the neighbors and the 
school and will leave everyone fooling very angry . 

The problem is that the pwposed site is not practical. It will not adequately serve 
the. proposed population of students not Vvill it cv(:n begin to adequately serve tho 
inevitably larger numbe.r of students that the school v./iH have planning to atk:nd their 
Junior High. My feeling is that the school needs 10 look for another site that would better 
ser,e its needs both now and in the future and aba.ndon plans f<)l' 4925 MacArlhur 
8,)ulcvard. 

Sincerely, 

Cary Ridder 


