
lVIarch 20, 2002 

Chairman Geoffrey Grillis 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Bureau of Zoning and Adjustment 
441 4th Street NW, Suite 210 South 
Washington, DC 2000 I 

16852 (ANC: 3D) 
4925 J\4acArthur .Boulevard 5peciale.xception for use l?fproperty 

reoue; .·ted bv St. ratrn'.' t(s J?pitcpal Day S'chool 

Dear M.r, Chairrnan: 

As a resident in the neighborhood surroundir1g the 4925 MacArthur Boulevard property, l 
am writing to ensure that you are aware that the proposed special exception would lead to 
both dangers from traJiic for children and residents living near the property and major 
disruptions of residential use of the neighborhood. l object to the granting of the special 
exception in order to,.,.,."'"''·,,.'··" safoty neighborhood children and all residents in the 
vicinity of the property. 

The estabfo:hment of a school on the prope1ty would cause safety hazards from traffic of 
to and from the school. The sidewalk netvvork in the neighborhoods near 

proposed is incorn:plete For example, along 49th Street, 1-vhere I live, most of tht~ 
street not have any side1vvalk . Parts of Ashby do not have a sidewalk. A number of 
routes leading front Foxhall or Whitehaven;, where St. Patrick 's is located, .do not have 
sidewalks. a result, those who stroll children, walk dogs, or walk to the neighborhood 
commercial districts or parks must walk along the sides of the streets. 

The neighborhood streets are not very wide. If two cars are park<~d on the sides of the 
st reet, only one car can saf\~ly pass thro ugh them if there is: a pedestrian present. Passage 
of a bm;, in pari.i.cular, "">LH"'-·''" '' " for a pedestrian (especially one with 
a stroll er) oli the road . Since there are blocks or portions of blocks. without sidewalks 
where residents must vvalk on the street. the transit of buses to the 4935 MacArthur 
property would be hazardous . Although a .lesser concern, the pollution of the buses 
passing immediately nextto pedestrianswould also be unhealthfill . 

With establishment of a school at 4935 lVlacAnhur Boulevard, any of the possibilities for 
managing traffic would involve traffic through the neighbothood by both buses and cars. 
Even if the plan is to bus students Patrick's school, children will i nevitably need 
to arrive la:teor depart. Jor a of reasons, and will be.necessarily dropped off 
and picked up by earn cars ·will pass through the neighborhood . .Also, there will be 
additional cars parked within blocks of the school• since parents will need to go to the 
school to attend tr1e1:>;ti ngs. and participate school activities. 
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Every day, about twice a day, l strnlJ my 18 ·month-old child a long 49th Street towards 
the commercial district or lo\vards 1he ,neighborhood parks_ Incidentally,, l often do so at 
tirnes when schooi \vould be beginning or emling fo r the day. These are commontim~;s 
for pedestrians to be out in the neighborhood. l will no longer be able to safely take ths~se 
walks if the speci~1l exception \vere to be granted for 4925 MacArthur Boulevard_ It will 
be too dangerous with the additional parked cars on the sides of the streets, the buses;\,and 
the car traffic. I know that my family is far frorn being the only one that will be similarly 
affected. There are at least 9 families with stroller~aged children within a 3 block radius 
of the property. Plus, numerous other residents walk dogs .or walk to the neighborhood 
stores and r_estaurants along the transit routes to this property. The inability to safely walk 
through the neighborhood wiJ 1 ·disrupt . community interactions, as well as negatively 
nm-.:-cting individual residents. 

I have so far supported many of the e fforts ofschools and universities to develop in the 
Palisades area_ I welcome the educational community and students in our community . I 
wish St Patrick's wdl in its endeavor to create a middle school. The residential property 
at 4935 Mac Arthur Boulevard, however, is not an appropriate location for a middle 
school due to negative impacts on safety and enjoyment of the neighbo~hood. I am sure 
that \;\;'ith some further time and effort, St. Patrick'.s will find a suitahle location. Although 
a difficult decision, I hope that the BoardofZoning A_djustment will see fit to r(:ject the 
special exception, .andthat St. Patrick's schoofwili move on successlhllyinpursuing; 
other options i n developing a mi ddle school 

Sincerely, 

.// &1/// ' . 
~fJi:W? 

Adrienne 1 . Ect1s1s 
2327 49th Street NW 
Washington, DC '.W007 


