PETITION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT

We, the undersigned, neighbors of the premises at 4925 MacArthur Boulevard, NW,
strongly oppose granting St. Patrick’s Episcopal Day School a "special exception”
from the existing low-density (R-1) residential zoning for a private junior high
school. The proposed use would significantly intrude on the quiet residential
character of narrow Ashby Street and the surrounding neighborhood, and create
serious problems regarding noise, traffic, number of students, safety and parking.
Furthermore, the property, which is less than half an acre in total, would not
support any athletics or other normal outdoor school activities, necessitating the
over-use of community resources. And finally, a favorable response to this
application would be in derogation of the zoning ground rules applicable to
residential use and the expectations of the surrounding homeowners, would lower
affected property values, and would encourage others to acquire small residential
parcels in our neighborhood for unauthorized activities on the expectation that they
could effect a conversion at a cheaper total price than buying properly zoned
premises, as the applicant has admitted is the case here. For these reasons and other
conditions, all of which will be described in detail by the opponents at the BZA
hearing, we advise you that the proposed use is overwhelmingly objectionable to

adjoining and nearby property, and ask you to reject the subject application.
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APPLICATION NO. 16853 (ST. PATRICK’S EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL)
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