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September 30, 2602

My. Ceoffroy Grittis, Chairoan
Board of dYoning Adjusiment

441 4th Smroet, NW, Second Floor
Washiangloen, D& 20007

Re: Applical ion 160852

Dear Mr. OGrittis:

We sre wriling you bto veise our slrong objections to the granting of
the apove application requess te 5t. Fatrick’s in the Palisaden arca.
mhere ars camerons raasens why Lhe cily should nol «llow SL. Palrick
l¢: take over Lhe residential mansion on MacArthur Boulevard for

conversion into a private school: e

pr—

%
o Washington, D.C. will sec no property tax rovenuc from Lhis ool (o0
sk ; = : s Sl e : : =
but will nonctheless bo roguired Lo provide S0, Palrick’s wiih P

cupensive Laxpayer-Tunded cily services (sanitation, fire anid

police, etu,).

& St, Patrick’s alrceady has considorablo bas-exempl properly neddings
in the Falisados area off of MacArthur Boulevard. To allow this

privare insiitulion Lo Lake contrel of more lard witheut paying its

zhare of taxes is an ngrogious assault on Palisddes property owners
who nave scon thoir Taxes incracsed n recenl years.

blocks surroynding the private residenlial mansion, Agaln, we have a
case ¢ publle land being approprialed Tor Lax-exzempt privato useo.

® Sr. Palrick’s expecls the city to oliminanc public parking Crom the

o Iihe MacArchur Louievard mansion 15 pcl zoned for schoold use. Tl doss

rot mant Lha architeclural requirements o a aschool facilily,

®  This lakoever by St. Patrick’s will Iead (o furlher tratfic
congestion in an already congesled residential districet. Conrary Lo
St. Farrick's clalms zhat it has roedaced congeslion in tne aroa,
whal Lhe school aas done is sinply scatter the trafttic ia ¢if ferent
regions, not rodacs L. SL. Patzick’s adminisl ralion and parints
have shown 1iLLle intorest in pursuing car-peooling or public
rransporialion to address Lhis crucial issue.

¢ Ao, Patrick’s is o weallhy, heavily-funded privdate instituticn nhot
is using ity tremendous rinancial resources to prassurc the oily
inte allowing the school to colenize a residential district,

8
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zg \ The 8t. Fatrick’s lobbyists hove beer wsing effective prrases and buzz
= words suel 48 “anti-oducal ion, ” “anti school,” and “anti-child” o
@

silenee tre noighborheed cppesition mo thoir proposed expansion. This
i an ar-oganl simpliticarion of g very complex issuc. We believe in
achools bul not sohools thal ol ler children iasutticion: accommodations
For childron.

“ON Jqiyxy

We both Tive behlnd the small, privale River School. This school

provides Laportant sorvices (o« ohildren but under extremely B@6d7d of Zoning Adjustment

candilieng, Thae River School, [or example, uses a converled parkingeid@oumbia
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behind Lhs building, Tazing an alley, as 4 small playground [or the
childran, Allhweugh this atiey is heavily travelad by pareols whe deop
their childran o[ in SUV’s, Lhe achool doas not maintain the alley or
contribute to its repair ard/or plowing. It also has mainlLained a
passive gtance with regard 1o ansuring !'hat traflic lighte and lhor
pedeslrian safely davices are working properly in Lhe areas ot Lhe
school,

<L a bullding is acl oroperly zoned tor achool use, then (he ciry
should nol allow it to be used tor school use. Dlesse encourage Lhe Sf.
Farrick’s lobbyinsts to censider a more appropriate Zocation that would
not exhaast the neighbornooa’s rezources and make wnraanorable rdemands
on the people living in he arca.

With cvory good wish,

Very truly yours,
oL . -
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