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Mr. Geoffrey Griffis 
Chair, Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4111 Street, NW Sui le 210 
Washington. DC 20001 

M,1y 20, 2002 

R~: St. Jlah·lck's Eplsco1ml Day School - 4925 MncArthur Doulcvtll'd, N~ 
DZA No. 16852 w 

Deal' Chairman Griffis and Membel's of the Board: 

My name is Lee Dixot1, By profession I nm a ncgolinlions lawyer, spcchllizing in 
mediating difficult, contentious cases such us contrncl disputes, properly disputes and 
other real estate deals. I was a District resident until December 1997, when my family 
moved to Vfrginia. 

Beginning in SeptcmbcL' 19.99 through September 2000, I wns rctnined to ~1ssist the 
Oakcrcst School, a Catholic girls' school with sevcrnl hundl'ed students, in their bafllc t1.l 

win np1,wval to locate in McLea11, Virginia. For muny ycms, Onkcrcst had been locntcd 
in Tcnleytown,just off of Wisconsin Avenue in Ward 3 in Washington, DC. Aficr an 
extensive pn)pe1·ty search cJVer a number of years in DC, (including consideration ofthc 
Ficlll School's cuncnl Foxlmll Road pl'Operly), the school concludcu lhnt the only vh\ble 
options for an expanded campus wcl'e in the suburbs. I negotiated an agreement for 
Oukc1·esl lo buy \he McLenn Bible Church pl'operty on Balls I lills Road, right next to the 
Ucllway. The agreement was rcuched in April 2000 hut was contingent on obtaining 
locnl government npp~ovnl t]uough n "special permit" for use us u xchuol i11 a residential 
area. 

Oukcrcst's inabilily to find affordable, suitable properly in the city hns bearii,g 011 the St. 
Patrick's case. It clearly demonstrates how hard it is fo1· nny school committed to a DC 
locnlion lo fine.I space for a growing student population. I a111 writing this letter, however, 
because I believe that Oukc:rest's lengthy battle to win approval to locate the school on 
the fOl'mcr church property-and lhl! ultinliltc positive outcome of that balllc-hns direct 
bem'iug on the currcnl case of St. Patrick's 011 MacArthul' Boulevard. Oakc1·cst needed a 
"i;pccial exception" in ordct· to opcrntc its school at the proposed McLea11 location. The 
neighbors wern fiercely opposed to Oukc1·cst's location al the sight, due in. huge pnrt to 
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the!r _fem· that ~akcrcsl could not be a good neighbor with "intensive" five day pc1· week 
nct!v~ty al the site. ([3y contrast, the chul'ch's activity had been Hmited to weekend heavy 
acl1v1ty nnd weekduy evening meetings.) The chm·ch's paltem of use-and Onkcrests's 
proposed use-is almost exactly the same ns the current ontl proposed use pattcms at 
4925 MacArthur IlouJevard. In our cnsc, the McLean neighbors were united in their 
opposition, including forming n neighborhood umnily group. The 1·csidcnls retuined 
expert outsi<lc counsel (n number of the rcskh.mts were themselves litigation experts) aml 
threatened severnl lawsuits. Their opposition was based on their unequivocal contention 
that n school was an innpl'l'OPrinte use for the site-next to c.1 quiet and secluded 
rcsilknlial neighborhood with highly valued homes which value would be g1·cnlly 
di111inishcd by lhc presence oflhe school. 

I personnUy directed and participated in much ofthc ncighbot'hood negotiations for the 
school, Stl I mn 11ot surprised by whi.1t I have hcnrd of the acl'imony of St. Patrick's zoning 
case. Our expel'icnce revealed that 1·esidents feat· any chm1gc in the place where they live 
and will fight-sometimes seemingly u11rec1sonnbly-ogainst unknowns and against 
change. I believe, however, that Oukcrest's experience is instructive in an important 
way: Nono of the neighbors' fears has come tu pass, and the ncighbors-formcl'ly 
ndmmmtly opposed-arc now united in their view lhal Onkcrest is a good neighbol' and 
the school Ltse of the property is consistent with anti actually enhances the residential 
neighborhood environment, 

Th~ opposition of the Oakcrcst neighbors is extensively documcnlcJ in hearing 
transcripts and in newspaper stories (several dozen during the first six months of2000 in 
the local McLean papers). Those same ncighbol'S, including the litigation attorney who 
had led the opposition, recently offered o formal apology to the Oakcrest trustees and 
IIcnd or School, staling thut they were wrong to have fought Oakcl'est's location. Their 
experience hns now been that Oukc1·est has indeed been n good neighbor-as Ot1kcrcst 
pledged il woulcl be during the long negotiations process. 

I am a former St, Patrick's parent. My oldest son grnduotcd from the school and my 
yo1.1ngc1· two aue11dei.l there for se\'crnl years. I have first-hand experience with St. 
Patrick's as an instilution. I mn confidcnl that the School will honor any and nil 
commitments made lo the MacArthur neighbors. The school's pluns-a shuttle bus to 
delive1· sludcnts nnd no alhlctics at the sitc-vit1ually ensure thnt the surrounding 
ncighbo1·s will feel no adverse impact from the site's use for middle school students, In 
addiUon, in my opinion the St Pnlrick's phin to add grade levels lo the school is one that 
brings gl'eat bcnefil to the whole of the city. When my children began at St. Patrick ·s, 
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my fomily Jived severul minutes away, jn HillundaJc, in Washington, DC. Our move to 
Virginia was, in pm·t, n decision to be closer lo the schools ou1· boys now attend and will 
t1Uc11d in lhc future. h1crensing the supply of excellent school options-and in pnrticular 
church•bnsed options-is n vital pm·L of keeping families in DC, as is creating an ethic of 
honoring chiklrcn nnd their place in our commtmilics. 

My experience with the remarkably similnr siluulion wilh Oakcl'csl indicates llml St. 
Pulrick's can and will be uble lo pcrfom1 as n good anJ 1·osponsiblc neighbor at 4925 
MacArthur Iloulcvnrd. I hope this it1formalion mny help lhc Board to sec through to n 
hopeful outcume, for nil ptll'ties, lo this dispute. Feel free to cnll upon me if I can 
prov' c 1y l\ulhet· information or be or nssistance. 


