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Board of 7oning Adj1Lc.tment 
441 "tth Street, NW 
Suite 210 
Washington OC 20001 

Re: BZA case 16852: 

20233363:52 

4590 Indian Rocle Terrace, N. W. 
W:¥.:t11ngmn, D. C. 20007 

May 20, 2007 

Application nf St:. Patrick's Episcopal uay School, pursuant to l.1 DCMR 310i.1, fur a special 
excepl:iun Lu allow c1 private schgol having 60 students, grades 7 - 9, under section 206, in an R.-
1-B District at premises 492S MacArthur Boulevard NW (Square 1393, Lot 823) 

Mernorc:mdum ro.- the Board of Zoning Adjusbl'lent: 

l urge you to Cleny tile reQUest for a SPt.'(.ic;1I t:,i;cepUon by St. Patrick's School to establish 
c:1 junior higll school at 4925 MacArthur Boulevard. The site is not adequately isolated from 
neighboring residential properties to ensure th(tt the ~hool woultl not nave an adverse impact on 
the 111eiahb0rs, 

This particular neighborhood of the Pali!".ildP.S is particularly aense with houses Sited on 
relatively small lOts. Tnere are thirty-three humes within 200 feet of the site. It is one of the 
older neighborhoods and houses were built before zoning setbacks were in place. A£ a 
consequence, adjoining properties are as clOSP. ;:is three feet. Given mis densely populat.ts.1 ,irea, 
there is no way tnat a Junror hlRh school wuuld not have an adverse impact on the neighborhood. 

St. Patrick's is a lono-smnnlng in.c;btutJon m the Pallsaoes. Many nelQhborhood d1ildren 
received their educationc:11 fuumlalions at St, Patrick's. The issue is not whether or not 3 junior 
high school run by ~t. Patrick'~ would be 3M asset to tha ovarall neighborhood but rathPr it ii. 
whether this site is suitable for snr.h ;1 school. 

I earnestly rcqu~ thot the Board deny the request for a ~pedal eY.ception to ~hh'ih ;i 
junior high school at 49;,5 Mar.:Arthur Boulevard. With the FielCI scn001 moving to its nt:w 
locatlon on Foxhall RQcjd in u,c Palisades, its former site on Wyoming Avenue nOilr Dupont Circle 
would be 0n excellent facility for the St. Patrick's junior high school ~nd pP.rh;ips even rts eventual 
high school. 
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