
nc::nfl'rP.y CJntlis., Chairman 
Board of /.onine AtiJustment 
441 41h Street, Suite 7.1.ll 
Washiugto·n. DC 2000 I 

Re: BZA Applic::irion No. 168;2 
St. Patriclc's :-;chonl - 49'.J.:', M.:icArthur Blvd. 

Dear Cbaiunau Griffis and Members of the Roa.rd: 

-.. 

A2 a 9-ycar resident of the Palisades oow..cuunity, I am pleased to offer my support of the 
proposed uee of 4925 MacArthur Boulevard. by St. Patrick.':s S\;huul (SPS), St. Patricl<:'s has 
played o. major role in the Palisades conm1U11ity for HlW!Y years. Many Palisades residents are 
members of the church and many Palisades childr~n ha:ve bt::t::.l1cuucaled at the school. 
Institutions like St. Patrick's fonn o. critical purt of the fabric. of the Pali:saucs community and 
make this community appealing to prospective residents. 

I am familiar with the building thnt 1s the subjcc.t of the application and its long history of 
uun-residential use. The proposed change in use: from a school for adults lo a school for children 
will not have any negative impacts on the 11e1e;hborhood. I understand that this school is willing 
to ag, cc Lu hi}!.b.ly restricted use of the site includine a shuttle bus drop off arrangement, as well 
as a severe J.0:st.r:icliun on any night or weekend activity. ThP- current use involves numerous 
nighL mt:cLings monthly which result in parking congestion on Ashby Street. While the proposed 
use will involve mun: activity on the site during the day, the imp~ct of this use at 1light will be 
nonexistent. The school:s aml ulher institutional uses in Palisades form a critical and historical 
port of otu- commu11ity. Many sclluu.l:s .u1 our community have heen hP-re for decades includit:t.g 
Key Elementary, which is now beiug cJ1.panded, the former Georgetown Day Sr..l1ool building 
that is now owned by the River School and Sl. Pal.rick's. which has been located on Whitehaven 
Pa1:kway since the late 1970s. I do not view school:, ais w1. ~ncroachrncnt hut ra:thP.r an invaluable 
part of our community. 

Finally, I would like to note that the subject proposru. rcprcacnts an oppoituoity to 
preserve and ·rP-~f'ore the existi11g buildi11g and maintain the existing open space. Then:: has been 
significant residential development along MacArthur Boulevard in recent years. I welcome th1.-: 
opportunity to preserv.e significant OJ:'RU space on the a.,,enue with this proposed use. 

I appreciate the oppol'tuniLy lo comment on this application .. 
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