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Oeotlrey Griffis, Cbainnar 
Board of Zoning AdiH.:;trnv i 

44 J 4th Street, Suite '2 , u 
Washingtm. DC 2000 l 

Re: BZA Applicaticn ','o. 16852 
St. Patrick's Schn;,l-4'• :5 MacArthur Bl.,d .. 

Dear Chairman Griffo, and Members ot the Board: 
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As a parent with yo,,.ig duldr!Nl, and as a resident bordering 1he Palisades community, I \fflt.e to offer my 
su;,port of th~ JWOfAl'i,ed use pf 4925 MacArthur Boulevard by St. Patrick's School Our family moved to 
rhb neighborhood ! ~itically because of the ample open spaces, woooed parks and its eclectic population. 
We knew that we~ »uld be able to school 0\11' children in the neighborhood. While there l(e ample 
dementary rytionf . there is a critical neod for middle school opti,;ms in the Distri~t of Columbia., at1d l am 
pleased ft;M St. Pt( rick' sis wilting to try to meet that need. No one disputes 1hat fact that DC needs more 
schools ~,c ,t wiL .oertamly benefit frmi men !ldtools like St. Patricl.'s - a school that respects the 
communi· .. ,1d rr ,es its :rtudentll to be good citizens. 

I am fami:1er with the proposed site fur St. htrick's 111,iddlc !!Ch.ool; in fu1,."t, today I took one more walk 
down Ma.:Arthur ar,d up Ashby to make sure that I wa.11 supporting this zoning exception for the right 
reawn:s Mac:Arth' · Boulevard is my Main Street, USA. As a native of a 'itnall town in North Carolina, it 
helps '.a make living n a big city leg anonymous and more civil. I care deeply that this property remains 
in tr,,.,,i and that the Of"'':n green space is preserved. I learned it took three anc! a hnlf minutes to walk from 
r1'e Palisades Public L.'bracy to the building at -4925 and just another minute and a half to cross over \o 
Disoovery Creek Children's Mu.,ew:n. If a 9ch.ool does not beloog half way in between twO such 
institutions, then wh <:re does a neighborhood school belong? The children's mus.eum was orish ally the 
"litt!e red school ht;11se". Apparently, this bl0<:k was the site of one of the ftrst schools int'.~ area. 

While this is a re! ,dential oeighborhood, MacAl'thur Boulevard is also a four•li1ne thl'-".ooghfiu-e used by 
resioeot8 of Virginia and Maryland. as well as the District. It was rela1ively qui('t f .,. J walked past the 
hont,,:S of the neighbors who 11re concerned about the noise Ii schooi would brinp.; .o their str~t. But I also 
recall often li.av ,n@ been inside St. Palrick's looking for a child or a cla"lstoom mdfouml it q\lieter still in 
the halls than c,a the sidewl\lk. I do not believe noise is a valid issue of com;..,m. 'While I was originally 
skepucal and ,.;oncemed about the traffic 60 pi.q,le inthe building mip,ht pro-iu,:,~ or. A$hhy Street, 1 am 
more man :.auned with the shuttle solutions St. Patrick's has offered, 

I am aJ, ,J rt"ninded of the response I received when l once cornplained to a ,riet1 .i, who .s an envircwnental 
lawyer a\x,ut the number ofbigh-rise buiJdiJ'lp going up in Chevy Chase. He 1 ld me r.hat this fu, w of 
deveL vm"',n was the right course. Building along rorJidors protects the ops,-:;, ;idd,, and the innd' s 1:;1l e,'tllm 

of']k,t ndghbomoods nest!ed away from commercial sites. St. Patrick '- ,3 ,ut propo:-ing a b gh-rise, but 
tryinf to Mly ocwpy an existing building, md use it for an academic p.og .tr11, une block l'itst or ,est of 
Mac.l,tl'mr, and I \VOUld oo( be able to support a smool for the site. Neither w01,1ld I :,uppcrt a h.gh school 
or 18! ·:\ti in11t1tution that would take over tbe mrir,: block. Howe,,cr, it seems logk.al that .this pi!l'ticular site, 
only " fow bloclc! &om a Safeway and a vast $Tay of otlke .,,,.,d retail, is rm r.pp1opriate pl ace m put a two­
gratfo Sdl(J< ,!, 
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In ~..1r ,, ,h; ,. ,k that the proposed '.1se i; a benefit to the children of the Di~trkt, particularly those of 
P:ciis: .. d, ,, . also think the sch()(' ; wil1 be a wonderful additi<m to the neighborhood as e>·1denced by the 
1 .oughfuhk,s, good will and genenus solutions that the leaders of St. Patrick's havt• C\tended to the 
1eif.,oors in 1\is process. I 1.ll'ge y()l; to approve St. Paaick' ~ apphoition. 

I At). 

iilr& Ho \ ud W. Smith, III 

:'AGE 03 


