Bd/R%/2082 15148 2123628150 FAGESMITH PAGE 82

Geoffrey Griffis, Chairar =
Board of Zoning Adit st w
441 4th Street, Suite 210 $
Washington, DC 20001 .

Re: BZA Application *.0. 16852
&t, Patrick’ s Scheoi-4ti:5 MacArthur Bivd.

Deer Chairman Griffis and Members of the Board:

As & parent with yo..g children, and as a resident bordering the Palisades community, 1 write to offer my
support of the proried use of 4925 MacArthur Boulevard by St. Pawrick’s School. Our family moved to
thi: neighborhoos = <cifically because of the ample open spaces, wooded parks and its eclectic population.
We knew that & would be able to schoo! our children in the neighborhood.  While there are ample
slementary cptions. there is a critical veed for middle school options in the District of Columbia, and { am
pleased thr St. Py'rick” s is willing to try to meet that need. No one disputes that fact that DC needs more
schools and ¢ wil. certainly benefit from more schools like St. Patrick’s — a school that respects the
communi: «ad rz s its students to be good citizens.

I am fami’ier with the proposed site for St. Patrick’s middle schoal; in fact, today I tock one more walk
down MeArthur and up Ashby to make sure that T was supporting this zoning exception for the right
reasons  MacArth - Boulevard is my Main Street, USA. As a native of 2 small town in North Carolina, it
helps ‘0 make living n a big city less anonymous and more civil. care deeply that this property remains
in tzct and that the op=m green space is preserved. I leamned it took three and a half minutes to walk from
th Palisades Public L 'brary 1o the building at 4925 and just snother minute and & half 1o cross over 10
Discovery Creek Children’s Museum. If a school does not belong half way in between two such
institutions, then whare does a neighborhood school belong? The children’s museum was origiually the
“little rad school hruse™. Apparently, this block was the site of one of the first schools in . ares.

While this is a res;dential neighborheod, MacArthur Boulevard is also & four-lane thee oughfare used by
resicants of Virgnis and Maryland, as well as the District. It was relatively quiet 7, J walked past the
horaas of the neighbors who are concerned about the noise a school would bring (0 their street, But Talso
recall often havag been inside St. Pairick's looking for a child or a classroom 4nd found it quieter still in
the halls than co the sidewslk. [ do not believe noise is 2 valid issue of concern. While T was originally
skepiical mid concernad about the traffic 60 people in the building might procuce or. Ashury Street, Tem
more than satsfied with the shuttle solutions St. Patrick’s has offerad, .

I am al*» reninded of the response I received when 1 once complained 1o & ivien i, wito s an envircsnental
lawye: abcut the number of bigh-rise buildings going up m Chevy Chase. et {d me that this fom of
devei pment was the right course. Building along corridors protects the opt: selds and the inner ssncrum
of qu-et nrighborhoods nestled awey fom commercial sites. St. Patrick™ s 1t peoposing a hagh-rise, but
Uying o fully occupy an existing building, and use it for an academic piog am, Une block rast or .est of
Mac.2 ithar, and I would not be eble to support a school for the site.  Meither would | support & h.gh school
or lar y& institution that would take over the entire block. Howe:er, it seems logical that this particular site,
only 4 fow blocks from a Safewsy and a vast array of office a:..d retail, is an spmopriate piace 1o put a two-
grade schoul.
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Insur, shik that the proposed use is a benefit to the children of the District, particularly those of
Pzitsud- ., . 2lyo think the schoe, wil! be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood as evidenced by the

t".oughfulness, good will and genercus solutions that the leaders of St. Patrick’s have extended to the
ie1,bors in Lnis process. ] urge you to approve St. Putrick” s application.

i ocerelyy 4 /

biars. Ho »wd W, Smith, 11
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