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ALAN CHARLES RAUi.. 

3405 N STREET, N.W. 
WASHINOTON, D.C . 20007 

202-736·64 77 (Of"F'iC!::) 

202·338·4223 (HOME) 

April 1 l, 2002 

Board ofZonin; Adjustment 
44 1 Fourth ~ :.reet, N.W. 
Room 210 $outh 
Washirv;wn, DC 20001 

R.ightFAX 

.e: / Rrlication o· __ S:J"11trick' ··_ Episcopal Day Schoo!...(#J6852_j 

Dear Ch;:iirf'. 1an Griffis am1 Memben of the Board: 

l;;, ·1 pl· J'·. :.d to '1:.er my str..mg support of the application of St Patrick's School to use 
the exist; n -~ b,. dcmg ,- 4',25 Mac. \r Jmr Boulevard for its middie school. l am a resident of the 
District ,. { iu,n1,ia I ,·•.,.rrently fo· -; in Georgetown near the proposed site, and will be moving 
even clo·e1 . H : ,site ar ;he end of t,';1e month (when we are reu!ocating to Spring Valley). I 
support ne nh. nceme.·1t of educati· Jllal oppNtunities for middle school students in the District. 
Having 1ua,ity , Jucati rn options i• , an important way to enhance livability in the District, and to 
attract Lmi ies t,) live here. 

My children b.tve been atten:Ji.ng St. Patrick's for nearly a decade St. Patrick's isa 
particular!: warm au.1 friendly community of teachers, administrators, children and parents. It is 
the quintefsential ''Lmily oriented" organization. I have read some negative articles in the 
neighborh·wd pres!l that strike me cs wrong and terribly unfair. The St. Patrick's community, 
and its leade, ,,hi 1, ~ :iuld not be morn fair and considerate of others. [ have been involved as an 
officer an .! c a1 d r.1:mber of a nei~borhood citizens association - fbr Georgetown - and I 
respect lo :al .n.t ,r e':ts~ however, 1 am confident that the St Patrick's application does not 
realisti · , i y Hr Alt•-!1 any local ir.cerests. 

Tlv prop,>sed use of th, pro petty as a school is perfectly reasonable within the local 
cor.~e~. t, · am fa '.niliar with th•; location, traffic patterns, and spec( fie property that is the subject 
r.r'tbt ap lh atir,n. I understand that it has been used for non-re~idehtial purposes for over 40 
yean . 1 e ,ev , that the proposed middle school use will benefit-.the neighborhood more than the 
existi.a .. , .. ,:<; b· the Washingto 1 Psychoanalytic Society. [ also believe tha\ reasonable operating 
condit ,s ca1 eliminate or mitigate any potential adverse impacts on the neighborhood. For 
'xampL.-. ' un lerstand that the school has proposed a shuttle drop-off arrangement that will 
g, eath lL ,it :;,iy traffic on Ashby Street. I cannot imagine that the noise ass.ociated with 60 
:ndc'.1e schod students could have an adverse impact on this J'.l.,jig:1borhood. The site is lo,:.1ted 
;n i bus rou,e and is also affected by the National Airport flight pattern. The proposect use thus 
ser ms both , easonable and appropriate. 
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Finally, while neighborhood associations and neighbcrrng property owr..,rs should strive 
to protect and promote special, local intei ;Sts, 1 believe ca•·~ must be taken r .,t to be unduly 
restrictive. In general, individuals and in ritutions shoub be allowed to -.iake their own 
decisions provided that those decisions d, not unrea~·Jnably impinge .1n other legitimate 
interests. St. Patrick's proposal is hard.ly unreason, ble. Here, th e, .: ,eighbors have voted in favor 
of St. Patrick's application, while the .A.>, C did :io1. l hope the 1.:, oard will agree with the local 
citizens association, and exercise its p,J,:ver in . re 3onable rrdnne.r. 

The City of Washington benefits by ccn6minp rn allow strong, positive institutions like 
St Patrick's to grow and prosper without m,dUi.; re~tnctions. 

Thank you for considering my vi~ws. 

I 


