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ALAN CHARLES Raul
3405 N STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007
202-736-84 77 (OFFICE)
202-338-4223 (HOME)

April 11, 2002

Board of Zonir; Adjustment
441 Fourth S.reet, NW.
Room 210 south
Washinion, DC 20001

Dear Chairran Griffis and Membert of the Board:

L2 1pl aed to stier my strong support of the application of St. Patrick’s School to use
the existia ;o dong 2 4925 Mac Ar fhur Boulevard for its middie school. Iam a resident of the
District + { iwn'ia [ourrently liv- in Georgetown near the proposed site, and will be moving
even closer . toe site ar the end of tie month (when we are re-locating to Spring Valley). 1
support he nh. acement of educati inal opportunities for middle school students in the District.
Having jna-ity -Jducati »n options i', an important way to enhance livability in the District, and to
attract f..mi ies w live here.

My children b ive been atten ling St. Patrick’s for nearly a decade. St. Patrick’s isa
particularl warm au { friendly comynunity of teachers, administrators, children and parents. It is
the quintessential “I".mily oriented” organization. 1have read some negative articles in the
neighborh sod press that strike me ¢ s wrong and terribly unfair, The St. Patrick’s community,
and its lea de: shi s, ¢ suld not be more fair and considerate of others. [ have been involved ag an
officer an' a4 r.2mber of a neizhborhood citizens association ~ for Georgetown ~ and 1
respect 10 :al it - e ts; however, ! am confident that the St Patrick’s application does not
realisti * .y the saten any local ircerests.

Thr propused use of thr property as a school is perfectly rzasonable within the local
corient. ' am familiar with the location, traffic pattemns, and specfic property that is the subject
ci'the ap loation. Tunderstand that it has been used for non-re-idential purposes for over 40
years. 1 ¢ .ev:that the proposed middle school use will benefii the neighborhood more thau the
existin.. v b the Washingto 1 Psychoanalytic Society. [ also believe that reasonable operating
condit s car eliminate or miligate any potential adverse impacis on the neighborhood. For
*xampi., ' un lerstand that the school has proposed a shuttle drop-off arrangement that will
g.eath fiut .y traffic on Ashby Street. 1 cannot imagine that the noise associated with 60
>a : bus rowe and is also affected by the National Airport tigat pattern. The proposed use thus
see ms both - easonable and appropriate.
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Finally, while neighborhood associations and neighbc ring property owr urs should strive
to protect and promote special, local inter sts, 1 believe care must be taken r ot to be unduly
restrictive, In general, individuals and i« ritutions shou'u be allowed {0 ~.ake their own
decisions provided that those decisions 4 not unreasonably impinge _n other legitimate
interests. St. Patrick’s proposal is hardlx unreasor ble. Here, the eighbors have voted in favor
of 8t. Patrick’s application, while the £7.C did =ic1. | hope the " oard will agree with the local
citizens association, and exercise its power in .. re sonable rm.nner.

The City of Washington benefits by ccarauing (o allow sirong, positive institutions like
St. Patrick’s to grow and prosper without uudue resinctions,

Thank you for considering mv views.

Very iylyygur

Alan&@harl er Raul /




