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Geoffrey Griffis, Chairman 
District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 Fourth Street, N.W. - Room 210 South 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Re: Board of Zoning Adjustment Application No. 16836 
- The Washington Home and Hospice 

Dear Mr. Griffis: 

OF COUNSEL: 

HAROLD E. JORDAN 

Enclosed in compliance with the directions of the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment (the "Board") issued at its October 7, 2003 
public meeting, the Applicant herewith submits: 

(1) a Concept Site Improvements Plan (C-02), dated March 
4, 2004, showing further revisions to the parking lot 
layout, including: (a) perimeter of the existing parking 
lot; and (b) revisions to the details of the stormwater 
management system including the areas of porous pavement 
and the location of the underground detention vault (the 
"Second Revised Parking Layout"); and 

(2) an Existing Conditions Plan, dated March 4, 2004, for 
comparison purposes showing the existing parking lot, 
landscaping and contours. 

The Applicant previously submitted on September 2 3, 2 0 0 3, 
several exhibits, including a Concept Site Improvements Plan, a 
Pavement Marking & Signing Plan, a revised Landscape Plan, a 
Landscape Plan Narrative, and a Parking Management an d 
Transportation Plan. As a result of further discussi ons with the 
community, only the Parking Management and Transportation Plan 
remains essentially intact with only a minor revision in the number 
of parking spaces allocated for visitor use (+ 2 to a total of 33) 
and employee use (-2 to a total of 97). Accordingly, the Applican t 
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requests that the Board disregard all of the other previously filed 
exhibits. 

At the conclusion of the Board's public meeting of December 
1 7, 2 0 02, the Board approved the Applicant's special exception 
application to construct a 4-bed addition to the hospice portion of 
the facility (in accordance with the plans filed with the 
application) and to enlarge the existing parking lot subject to 
certain conditions in the number of parking spaces, design, 
operation, management and landscaping of the parking lot. Based 
upon our review of the transcript of the public meeting, the 
Applicant has attempted to extract the specific criteria 
incorporated into the Board's motion approved at the above­
referenced public hearing. Accordingly, the Applicant has taken 
into account the following instructions from the Board (identified 
by their source in the transcript): 

1. The enlarged parking l ot shall be limited to spaces for 
130 vehicles. Tr. at pp. 44, 58 and 59. 

2. The Applicant will adopt a parking and transportation 
management plan to address parking demand and the actual 
management of the parking lot. Tr. at pp. 45-46 and 48. 

3. In redesigning the parking lot, the 
preserve the large berm on Upton Street 
the corner of the end of that row in the 
p. 44. 

Applicant wi ll 
and "the area at 
cupola." Tr. at 

4. The Applicant will provide controlled access t o the 
parking area during weekdays between the hours of 7: 00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Tr. at p. 49. 

5. The Applicant will provide separate areas of controlled 
parking for visitors and employees. Tr. at pp. 49 -51. 

6. The Applicant's redesign o f the parking lot wil l inc lude 
a new landscaping plan that adequately screens the 
parking lot. Tr. at p. 53-55, and 58. 

The Applicant has worked over the past month in concert with 
the community to arrive at a new site concept which is embodied in 
the enc l osed exhibits. 



JORDAN & KEYS, LLP 
Geoffrey Griffis, Chairman 
March 8, 2004 
Page 3 

Description of the Second Revised Parking Layout 

The Second Revised Parking Layout is a refinement of a site 
plan design prepared by Joseph Handwerger, a neighbor and an 
architect who lives directly across Upton Street, N.W. from the 
parking lot. The double-dashed line on the Second Revised Parking 
Layout shows the perimeter of the existing parking lot. While the 
general layout follows the shape of the existing parking lot, the 
parking lot does extend in the direct ion of 37 th Street, the 
existing facility and toward Upton Street, but only to the depth of 
approximately 20 feet, the length of a parking space. 

Finally, the Board's and the community 's interest in effective 
screening also motivated the Applicant to retain the existing 
mature trees within the island in the middle of the parking lot, to 
enlarge the size of this central island to accommodate planting of 
additional significant trees, and to grade this central island in 
such a way that a 3-foot high landscape berm is established. All 
of these revisions will provide the interior "scrim" effect that 
filters views into the site. 

Stormwater Management and Environmental Controls 

The Applicant is intent upon providing stormwater quantity and 
quality management for the entire parking lot, where none is 
currently provided. In consultation with the community , the 
Applicant has completely revised the stormwater management plan for 
the site. The bioretention area on the interior island and the 
o il-grit-debris separator, known as a "lK Baysaver," for water 
quality treatment have both been eliminated. In their stead, the 
Applicant proposes to employ "porous pavement" for approximately 45 
parking spaces to wh i ch stormwater run-off will be directed and 
which wil l permit water to percolate naturally back into the soil . 
For those portions of the site which cannot be served by the porous 
pavement, the Applicant will install an underground detention 
chamber which is of sufficient capac ity to retain the run-off from 
a "50-year storm event" and slow the movement of stormwater into 
the public sewer system. 

Landscape Plan 

Given the Second Revised Parking La yout, a n ew landscape 
concept was ne ces sary to adapt to the new parking configuration. 
Jane MacLeish, a landscape designer who lives across Upton Street, 
N.W. from the site, has assumed personal responsibility for the 
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landscape plan. An initial version of her landscape plan was the 
subject of some discussion between the Applicant and the community , 
but final revisions made within the past few days in the Second 
Revised Parking Layout will require additional changes to the 
landscape plan which could not be completed in time for this 
submission by the Applicant. Ms. MacLeish intends that the rev ised 
landscape plan will be submitted to the ANC 3F for its March 15 , 
2004 regular meeting, and then submitted to the Board on or befo re 
March 23, 2004, as part of the community's response to the Se cond 
Revised Parking Layout. 

The Applicant believes strongly that the instant submission s 
respond fully to the Board's instructions and merit approval. We 
would further request that the Board's Decision and Order 
incorporate some degree of flexibility in adjusting the landscape 
plan as construction exigencies arise and in the l ong-t e rm 
management of the parking lot as indicated herein. 

Respectfully submitted, 

{.'• J "" ~ ;' A· \j,\ ! 
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Georg~\ R. Keys(,/ k. 
Coun~-e-i for th~ Applicant 

Exhibit: 

1. Concept Site Improvements Plan 
2. Existing Conditions Plan 

cc: Jona than P. Graham, Esq. (w / exhibits) 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3F (w /exhibits) 
Karen Thomas, D.C. Office of Planning (w/exhibits) 
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