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Suui Datra

{710 Ruclid Street, NW
Washingion, DC 20009
(202) 387 1106 rol
(P07) 544-47123 fax

February 26, 2002

Baard of Zoning Adjusuncnt
44] 4" Street, N, W, Suite 2108
Wazhington, N.C. 20001

VIA FAX: (202) 727-6072

RE- Case #16815. Application of Adams Alley, LLE (Continued from 01/15/02)

Board of Zoning Adjustiment:

My name is B Simi Batra, and pursusit w scotion 3106 of the Roard of Zoning Adjustment Rules
of Practice and Procedure, | hereby request to appear and participate as a party in the above: noted
proceediug. | am requesting to appear as an opponent of this application, and will appear in person.

1 own and occupy property at 1710 Fuclid Street. NW, Washinglon, DG, in the Reed-!.:?ooke:
ncighborhood of Adams Margan. 'This property, which is barcly 1 50 feet from the Colortone site, will be
diractly affected In ut least several ways by the propased application

The praposed application by Aduins Alley will substantially negate my quality of Jife if the Board
approves Ui pending upplication. A building enrively surrounded by an alley is wlly inappropriate for
multi unit residences. The developer has already indicated he will pursue the highest rent the market
allows for the 14 one-bedroom units he sccks approval to build. While | will reserve my full arpument for
the Mareh 12, 2002 hearing dats, T will summarize the kev points.

1. Fist and foremost, of all my points, this entire application should be taken in tie context that the
building in its entively is surrounded by an alley, and therclure Lius a unique impact on my
property.

2 This application, if approved, will substantially increase the likelihood of serious pedestrian
injuies. Since the building is alley locked, I am put both in a situation of being injured fom the
cars that will be coming through the alley from both the residences and the private business
(which will likely secommodate over 120 childrenll), as well as having ta drive with extreme
caution while looking for children that have NO OTHER ACCESS ( (it proposed center, This
alley will often be unusable for driving when pedestrians arc prosent (after work Mon. - Fri., and
on weekeads, when everyone is home). The situation at nighy and during Icy conditions would be
extremely dangerous, and would set a new, strong precedent for the BZA.

3. The amount of waffic generated in the ziley will:

a. Substantially increase air pullution, due especially to the insvitsble and constant back-nps
that will ensue when two cars become jammed in the alley as they go in opposlte
directions (the alley 13 ONLY 10-feet wide in many locations);

b. Increused nvise from both idling cury stuck in waffic, and cars hanking as they go around
blind turns;

c. Damage to my deck and car as residents, guests, visitors, delivery persons, and patrons of
the private business sttetupt 1o “3-paint hun™ their cars in ¢ 10-toot afley, which is
blacked by the contractor/utility vans (utility poles for tie bluck run alongside the bock of
my alley), which arg ficquently parked back there, In fact, my deck sits an stilts, which
run right up o the 10-font alloy.
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d. Reduce the economic value of my house by praviding a consiant ualfic jam end nuisance
with total alfey Llockage at completely unpredictable times. Imagine a dalivery person
Julivering a pizza at the same time & visitor is picking up a guest and “needs (v leave
his/her car for Just a inute 1o knock on the resident’s door). The catixe alley will ha
blocked (v auto truffic, while neighbors, olicr residents and children are trying to widk
to/from this huilding.

4, The sosial impact on my property of having an alley-lackad bunlding 150 fect away with upwards
of 200 residents, patuns, gucsts using the property (Including Uisic cara) at one time would be
ineredibie and unbearable, and would substantjally reduce my quality of life. The density would
be w0 great fo be appropriae. There is n reacon that Washington, D.C. ussumes that multi-unit
alley residencus are totally in appropriate. | his propeicy fits that underlying rhought process 1o a
tee; it is not the exception to this rule.

5. Lastly, and by no means least, there is no way tnu omergenoy vebicles will he able 10 navigate
those ten-foal alleys and reacl my property or the Calortane property if theie is the noed. 1f
upwards of 200 children, guests, parents and residents are leaviny the building due to a smoke
alarm, and they are using the alley to walk away from tho building, how can emergency vehicles
respond with the necessiuy expediency? 1 allege that my property will also be dircetly impacted if
a flre brosks out in the rear of my house and fire trucky cannot reach it. The same analopy goes
for Police pirsuing a cniminal sud Ueiiy foreed to slow dowm ar stop altopether due 10 ma iy
pedestrians in « 10-foot alley.

Por these reasony and many others that | can slaboratc on at the hearing, J respecttully request parly status
at the above-noted hcaring.
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