ave rein

free rein n ; unrestricted liberty of action or decision ...
dictator had free rein to do as he pléased)

free ride n 1 : a benefit (as food, entertainment, or acclaim)
gaived or accepted at_another’s expense or without cost to
or effort by the one benefiting 2 & ; a subscription to a
new security offering with the hope that the bonds or shares
allotted can be sold out at a profit before actual payment is
mads B¢ a speculation wn a very tnin margin ot where a quick
profit seems assured by government or other action 3 ¢ the
right to receive another card in stud poker without putting
any chips in the pot

free rider n : one who gets or tries to benefit by a free ride
?-_ried to rup @ restaurant but failed because of too many
riends who were free riders); specif ¢ a worker who enjoys
the benefits derived from a union contract and activities
without becoming a member of the unjon

free ruUn also free run Wine n ; wine consisting of juice
that ran freely from the pomace after fermentation without
being pressed out

frees pres 3d sing of FREE

free sample n ; a usu. small and packaged portion of mer-
chandise distributed free esp. as an introduction to potential
customers X

free service 1 {ME fre service (trans. of ML liberum servitium),
fr. fre free -+ service, servise servicel old English law : one
of such feudal services as were not unbecoming the character
of a soldier or a freeman to- lperfn:)x:m (as to serve under his
lord in war) — usu. used in pl. .

fres ship # ¢ a ship of a neutral nation free from capture in
tinae of war even though carrying an enemy's goods — compare
CONTRABAND OF WAK

free-sia \'frézh@)s, -z8\ n [NL, fr. F.H.T.Freese 11876
Ger. physician + NL -ia] 1 cap : a genus of sweet-scented
African herbs (farml?' Iridaceae) with bulbous tunicate corms
and narrow fusnelform or tubular red, white, or yeliow
flowers 2 -5 ¢ any plant of the genus Freesia

free silver n 1 : the free coinage of silver often at a fixed
ratio with gold 2 ¢ the advocacy of or political philosophy
favoring free silver

free skating n | figure skating esp. in competition in which
the skater executes skating figures or steps in an arrangement
of his own devising to music of his own choice

free socage n [ME fre sacnf,re (trans. of ML socagium liberum),
fr, fre free + saca%e] 1 2 free tenure of land held by services
of an honorable but not spiritual, military, or serviential
nature — called also free and common socage

free soil n [1free + soil]l 1 ¢ an area in which slavery is
prohibited; esp ¢ U, S, territory where prior to the Civil War
slavery was prohibited — compare SLAVE STATE 2 : free-soil
principles orc beliefs

free~soil \'=la\ adj {free soil] 1 1 of, relating to, or advo-
cating the prohibiting of the extension of slavery to the
territories of the U. S, prior to_the Civil War 2 wsu cap
F&S & aof or belonging to the Free-Soil party which was
active during the period 1848-54 in opposing the extension
of slavery tq the territodes of the U. 8. and the admission of
slave states into the Union

free~soil-ex \'«isoila(r)\ n, usu cap. F&S [ free sgil + -er] : one
that is in favor of free soil or a member of the Free.Soil

party

free~-soil-ism \-lizam\ n -3 usu cap F&S [free soll + ~ism]
1 the advocacy of free soil

free speech n i FREEDOM OF SPEECH (the first amendment to
the Constitution guarantees free speech

free~spoken \'sj#\ ad] : speakiag freely ¢ ouTsPOREN

free spoal # 3 the spool of = fishing reel equipped with a de-
vice that allows the spool to revolve without any temsion on
the line (as in the process of casting or trelling)

free=5pool \'si«\ vt 1 to set 3 device controlling the free spool
of (a flshxn%areel) to permit the line to uareel without tensicn

{reest superlative of FREE

freestanding \'s}s=\ adj : standing alone and on its own foun-
dation {ree of architectural or supporting frame or attachment
{2 ~ wall) {a ~ stairway) {a piece of ~ sculpture’

free state n, usu cap F&S ¢ a state of the U S. in which slavery
was prohibited betore the Civil War

free~-state man « ; a resident of Kanses who was opposed to
slavery in the territory before its admission to the union

free stater \'sst&dwa(r), -Bte-\ n, cap F&S 1 3 a native or
resident white of the former Orange Free State 2 a 2 2 native
or inkabitant of the Irish Free State 1 ¢ one professing alle~
giance to the Irish Free State rather than to an Irisk republic
3 1 MARYLANDER

tyeestone \'s,»\ n {ME freston, fr. fre free + stoan, ston stone]
1 ! a stope (as sandstone or limestone) that may be cut freely
in any direction without splitting 2 ['free + stone]l ata
{ruit stone to which (as in certain varieties of peach, plum, or
cherry) the flesh does not ¢ling Bt a {ruit having s :

stope — compare CLINGSTONE 3 % 2 pale orange yellow thatis

{eﬂower. less strong, and slightly lighter than sunset and yel-
ower and less strong than peachblow — called alse Bath

stone, Caen stone .

3 \“\ or fr water n § water containing little

or no dissolved substances (as calcium)

treestylo\'s;=\ 5, often atrrib % a race in whicha contestant useg
1 style (as of swimming) of his choice instead of a specified style
(as a breaststroke) to be used by all entrants {the one-mile ~;
(the prestige of winning the ~~ —Shelley Mann) {~ skating,

tree.stylser \'sstilo(r}\ n ¢ a competitive swimmer noted for
his abality in freestyle events A

free-sy g \'=i2=\ adj : able to swim about $ not attached

free-swinging \'s2#\ adj ; bold, forthright, and heedless of

ersonal consequences or feelings (a free-swinging soldier of

ortune —Will Herberé) {an energetic, free-swinging cxamioa«
tion of every facet of the present American educational system
—Saturday Rev.) {a wrathful, indignant, and free-swinging
account of the town's crime —Herman Kogan)

Ireet \'frat, ‘fret\ var of FREIT

2freet \'fret\ dial Brit var of 'FRET 1 .

free~tailed bat \'=,#s-\ n ¢ a bat of the families Embalionuridae
or Molossidae in which the tail is more or less independent of
the posterior portion of the flight membrane

free tenement n [ME fre tenement (trans. of AF fraunc
tenement frank tenement), r, fre free + tenement] English law
1 a frechold tenement )

freethinker \'s}=#\ n 1 { one that forms opinions (as about
religious matters) on the basis ‘of reason independently of
authority; esp : one whose beliefs differ markedly from those
of an established religion usu. in the direction of skeptcism
or denial of established belief {was far from being a religious
skeptic (he scorned ~s, and was passionately devoted to the
example of Christ —Time) 2 ! AGNOSTIC SV see AGNOSTIC

reethinking \'sj==\ n [1frez + thinking, n.] ¢ the beliefs of
a freethinker (seduch by the intellectual charms of utopian
socialism and atheistic ~ —G.L.Kline) i R

2freethinking \“\ adj [ ¥ree + th{nking adj.] : holding the
beliefs or engaging in the reasoning of a freethinker (dis-
coveries made and offered to a ~ democracy are the basis of
tomorrow's decisions —A.A Berle) (reared in liberal and ~
circles -~Amer. Guide Series: Tenn.) {under both church and
~ auspices —Oscar Handlin)

free thought n ¢ free thinkin%.or unorthodox thought; specif
: 18th century deism (the line between tutelage and free
thought varies from indiyidual to individual —G.B.Shaw)

2

company 2 [free trade + -er] : one that practices, supports
or advocates iree trade P h SUPROTE,

Iree~{rade 2one n : FOREIGN-TRADE ZONE

free union n [trans. of F union libre] ; cohabitation without
marriage i

free variable n : 8 variable whose range is not restricted by
quannixpat}on . e o

free variation n : use or usability in the same environment by
different speakers or in different utterances of linguistic items
that are perceptually different bot semantically the same and
idiomatically normal (as using either an unreleased or a re-.
leased \t\ in cat or using either \with\ or \with\ for with)

iree verse n [trans. of F vers libre] : verse whose meter is
irregular in some respect or whose rhythm is not metrical

free vibration » ; FREE OSCILLATION

free water » : water that is free: a : water that will settle from
oil rapidly b ¢ water in ore analysis that is not in chemical
combination with mineral matter ¢ : ground water free to
move in tesponse to gravity — called also gravitational water

freeway \'s;=\ 2 13 an expressway with fully controlled
access 2 : a toll-free highway — compare PARKWAY, TURNPIKE
Hreewheel \'«i=\ n 1 ! a power-transmission system in a
mator vehicle comprising an overrunning clutch that is inter-

p‘;se/d between the gearbox mechanism and the final drive ahd_

at makes the connection for a positive drive between the
engine shaft and propeller shaft but permits the propeller
shaft to run freely when its speed is greater than that of the
engine shaft 2 ! a clutch that is fitted in the rear hubof g
bicycle and that engages the rear sprocket with the rear wheel
when the pedals are rotated forward and permits the rear
wheel to run on free from the rear sprocket when the pedals
are stopped or rotated backward — compare COASTER BRAKE
2freewheel \"\ vi 1a : to run freely independently of a gear
by the use of a freewheel — used of a bicycle, bicyclist, or
motor vehicle ¢he ~ed down the long hill —Bruce Marshall)
b-of a clutch : to operate like a freewheel 2 & to move, act,
live, or drift along freely, independently, or irresponsibly
or heedless of rules, responsibilities, or consequences
free-wheel-er \"“+a(r)\ 7 ! one that freewheels; esp 1 a free-
wheeling bicycle or motor vehicle
Hreewheeling n [fr. gerund of 2freewheel] 1 the action of one
(as a bicycle) that freewheels
fyeewheeling adj Ufr, pres. part. of 2freewheel] : befitting one
that freewheels 1 relatively heedless of forms, Tules, responsi-
lities, or consequences (a ~ logic —Stanley Newman)
{reverting to ... ~ foolishness —Time) {roams about the
West in ~ style —Jobn McCarten) {~ generalities —New
Yorkery {a God-sent warning of his ~ grammar and spelling
—Bice Clemow) — freewheelingness n -8 _ i}
free will n [ME fre wil, fr, fre free + wil, will will, n,] 1 § the
power asserted of moral beings of willing or choosing within
certain limitations or with respect to certain matters without
the restraints of physical or divinely imposed necessity or
outside causal law § spontaneous will or partially causeless
volition 2 { the ability to choose between alternative possi-
bilities in such a way that the choice and action are to some
extent creatively determined by the conscious subject at the

13 .
freewill \'s}»\ adf [free willl 1 : of or belonging to free will
! VOLUNTARY, SPONTANEOUS (& ~ offering) 2 cap ¢ of or
relating to Freewill Baptists (Freewill churches)
freewill baptist #, usu cap F&B : 2 member of one of three
Baptist groups including an original group and dissenting Bul-
lockites and United American Freewill Baptists that hold
Arminjan doctrines and observe open communion and except
among the Bullockites usu. foot washing and anointing
free~will-er \'siwilo(r)\ #n 1 : a believer in or advocate of a
doctrine of free will 2 LIBERTARIAN * 2 ! FREEWILL BAPTIST
free=will.ist \.13st\ »n -5 & FREE-WILLER ] .
freewill offering n : a voluntary religious offerinf made in
addition to what is re&uucd by a vow, tithe, or pledge (she
preached on shipboard and a freewill offering from the pas-
sengers enabled her to get back east —~M,L.Bach)
freez.abie \'frézsbol\ adj ¢ capable/of or susceptible to being

razen !
reeze \'ir€z\ vo froze \'irGz\ or dial friz \'friz\ fro.zen
\'fr8z’n\ or chiefly dial froze or dial friz; freezing; freezes
{ME fresen, fr. OE frgosan; akin to OHG friosan to freeze,
ON frigsa to freeze, Goth frius coldness, L pruina hoarfrost,
Skt prugva drof of water, ice] v/ 1 a ¢ to become congealed
into {ce by cold {fresh water ~g at 32° Fahreoheit) b3 to
become hardened into 2 solid body by the abstraction of heat
(the melting was done in an Arsem vacuum furnace and the
molten metal sllowed to ~ slowly —Jour. of Research)
2 a 1 to become chilled with cold ¢ be very cold (the furnace
went out and we froze trying to get it going again); also $ to
suffer loss of animation or life by lack of heat (the [ost climber
became exhausted and almost froze to death) b ! to become
coldly formal in manner 2 act coldly (the hostess froze and
avoided us during the party) © ! to cause loss of sensitivity
in or to anesthetize a part esp. by cold (some dentists prefer
freezing to the administering of gas before tooth extraction)
3 a : to remain solidly in contact or affixed by reason of

. freezing — used with fo {the damp clothes froze ta the clothes-

line) b} to adhere solidly or stay immovably fixed — used
with to {the brake shoe froze to the brake drum) §a large nut
to be removed had frozen to its boit —G.F.Burnleyy (under
pressure and movement, two clean metal surfaces . . . will
weld or ~ together, often with severe consequences —C.H.
Hack) ¢ 3 to grip very tightly (as from faar% — used with to
{the terrified driver froze to the wheely 8 (1) of a billiard or
pool ball § to come to rest in contact with another ball or with
a cushion (2) of a curling stone t to come to rest against an-
other stone 4 4 ; to have its liquid content freeze  become
clogged with ice {in the winter the water pipes jroze) {so cold
the car radiator froze) ¥ of a car ¢ to have the radiator liquid
freeze (we left the car out all night and it froze) 5 to become
motionless as if suddenly frozen: 2 ! to stand or remain
without movement or activity of any kind {at the least sign of
alarm, ~ in your tracks and don’t move a muscle —Boy Scout
Handbook); esp i to become incapable of acting or speaking
(as from fright) <when I put a mike in front of her she'd ~
~—Pete Martin} — often used with ap b ! o become fixed
and unalterable {a perceptible tendency for the techniques of
microprinting to ~ at present levels —H.M.Silver) ¢ of a
mechanism or moving part ¢ to cease to function or to resist
movement by reason of jamming, locking, or damage ! stick
in operation {the intense heat caused too great an expansion
and the piston froze in the cylinder) {the speedometer jroze
at 90 miles an hour when the car overturned) 6 } to become
fixed and motionless or unalterable as if by freezing {the whole
crowd had frozen into fascinated attention —Dorothy Sayers)
(his anger froze into fear) (smiles which readers prepare for

his latest effort may ~ on their faces —Laurent LeSage) ~ vr |§

1 a : to harden into ice : convert from a liquid to a solid b:

cold (the low temperature froze the water in the birdbath

b : to clog with ice (the intense cold froze the water pipes)
€ (1) : to subject in storage to a temperature below freezing
{~ meat to preserve it during the summer) (2) ! to subject
(food packages) to intense cold and solidification into a block
like ice for preservation (patrons prepared and wrapped meats
at_ home and froze them in their lockers ——Pa. State Bull,
433) 2 a :to make extremely cold : give a sensation of ex-

trle_me cold or an all-embracing sense offoldness to :© CHILL
b
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wcely frozen from injections -- iionica Stirling) 4 a ¢ to
cause to adhere by or as if by the effect of inter?se cold {the
low temperature froze the damp clothes to the line) {the heat
of friction froze the two metal surfaces together) b 3 to cause
(a billiard or pool ball) to come ta rest in contact with another
ball or with a cushion ' ¢ 1 to cavse to %{'ip tightly or remain in
immovabie contact as if paralyzed (fear froze'the pilot to
the controls) 5 ¢ to make or cause to become fixed, im-
mavable, inflexible, or unalterable: as a $ to cause to stand
or remain nfldly motionless (the sudden noise froze the animal
in an attitude of fright) (the sound of her name . . . froze her
on the bottom. step —Berton Roueché) (it isn't fear-paralysiy
that keeps a rabbit frozen in its squat at the sound of a shot
~—8ydney (Australia) Bull) b i to fix securely, permaneuntly,
or irremavably (premature chaices tend to lead you into, and
~ you in, occugimons which will be inadequately rewarding
spiritually —H.M.Wriston) ¢he had concluded that the citys
manager plan would tend to ~ in office whoever won the first
election —Darrell Garwood) ¢ : to harden into inflexibility
or convert as if by hardening into a rigid unchanging form
¢his mind shut hard . . . upon his first impressions and froze
them to unalterable convictions —Virginia Waolf) {most
social {ﬂﬂﬂmng to date aims essentially to ~ most of the exist-
ing cuitural valney —A.L.Kroeber) ¢a scholastic tendency to
~~ our concepts of a writer's life —Jay Leyda) (tend to ~ his
message into an orthedoxy ~—André Martinet) d 1 to fix so as
to maintain unaltered in form, condition, or relationshin:
(1) 2 to stop any further alteration in {a system of rules which
~s a social position and keeg:s one class or race on top of
another —Philip Mason) ¢~ designs and go into praduction
on current aircraft models —Newsweek) (that all unresolved
problems . . . be frozen for ten years during which concerted
efforts would be made to seek permanent peaceful solutions
—N.Y, Times) {freezing the status quo —A H.Vandenherg
$1951) (2) i to fix inflexibly (as by executive order{ at 2 point
or in 2 status governing or prevailing on a particular day {~
the price on essential commadities) (~ wages as of the last
pay period) (3) 3 to forbid further manufacture, use, or sale
of (a raw material) (4) ¢ to immabilize by gavernmental regula-
tion or legislation the expenditure, withdrawal, or exchange of
§£ore:1gn-owned bank balances) — compare BLock v¢ 1h (5 2 to
orbid (a worker) to leave or change a job (6) 1 to counteract
the growth, expansion, or development of (the older genera-
ton was trying to ~ the country and make it static —Hugh
MacLengan) (7) ¢ to prsvent the use of (money) by tying up
(as in capital stock or inventory) {the amount of additional
capital frozen inta the myemor{ of every tire or il outlet by
the new taxes ~—T.H.White b. {215) (another step to free fro-
zgn maney —P.J.O'Brien) 6 a 3§ to make (as the tace) expres-
sionless (with instructions to recognize no one; and in fact
ke did ~ his face u{: when an old acquaintance hailed him
—Fletcher Pratt) (a look of incredulity froze his face . . . and
his eyes went blank with surprise —Hamilton Basso) b ¢ to
reserve rigidly a particular expression on_(he stili sat, his
ace frozen in shame and misery ~—~Agnes S, Turnbull) 7 2 to
make inaccessible ! prevent access to or use of (police
chiefs here and there are constantly freezing their records to
protect someone —Quill) 8 a 1 to photograph as static a
single point in (fast action) or in the action of (something in
fast motion) (pictures made with speedlights ... ~ action "
completely —Bruce Downes) (the camera ... is capable of
[reezing the whirring of a moving fan blade —Science News
Letter) ¢high speed photography that freezes bullets in flight
—Time) b i to preserve in a relatively permanent and un-
alterable form (the tape could ~ the speech of 2 native and
repeat it as often as desired —N.A.McQuown) 9 : to atternpt
to keep possession of (a ball or puck) in the closing minutes of
play (asin 2 baskeball or hocke{ ame) without an attempt to
score in order to protect a small lead (they decided to play a
defensive game and ~ the ball —A.J .Llebling) 10 :toplay a
wild card on (the discard pile) in canasta and related games —
compare FROZEN 2e
2freeze \“\ # -5 [ME frese, fr, fresen, v. — more at 1FREEZE]
‘1 ¢ 2 state of weather marked by unusually low temperature
esp. when below the freezing point (the ~'. . . destroyed the
citrus groves -—Amer, Guide Series: Flay 2 3 an act or in-
stance of freezing ¢ the state of being frozen 3 & : a legislative
or administrative and usu, emergency action intended to re.
strict or forbid something (as the use or manufacture of goods
needed in & war effort) or prevent alteration (as in wages,
prices, job positions, or manufacturing quotas) (clamped a ~
on certain steel stocks, ordered warehouses to ship them only
to defense contractors —Time) (the military ~ on multi-
engine helicopter production —F.B.Lee) (a thres-and-a-haifs
ear Federal ~ on station building ~—Newsweek) <a ~ is the
ogical first technique in price control —T.B.Worsley) (the
60-day temporary ~ of food prices —Buslness Week) b slang
? cold and unfriendly treatment ¢ a keeping possession of the
ball or puck (as in basketball or hockey) with no effort at
scoring often in the last minutes of play in order to prevent
scoring by one's opponent {one never knows whep the ~ will
be needed to stave off the last-minute rally of an opponent
~Athletic Jour, : K
ireeze~dry \'s}s\ vf : to dry in a frozen state under high vac-
uum so that ice or other frozen solvent sublimes rapidly and a
porous solid remains ¢ LYOPHILIZE .
freeze 4ryer n : an apparatus used for freeze-drying
freeze~arying n -s {fr. gerund of freeze-dry} ¢ the process by
which matter is {reeze-dried § LYOPHILIZATION
freeze.me.ter \'fréz,med-a(r)\ n Lfreeze + -meter] : a hy-
drometer designed to test the strength of antifreeze solutions
in automobile radiators
freeze out v [ifreeze 4 outl 1 a ¢ to drive out or exclude by
cold (the drop in temperature when the furnace went out
Jroze out the club meeting) 1 i to drive out or eliminate from
competition or eliminate or exclude from a position of
intimacy, significance, influence, or authority esp. by strata-
em, by coldly formal rejection, or by force {the depression
roze out most of his competitors) (the majority stockbolders
jroze out the minority and took over the businessy (tended to
Jreeze out newcomers until their family and educational
‘packgrounds had been ascertained) 2 : to eliminate from a
game of freeze-out L. 3
froeze~out \'ss\ n -s{freeze out] 11 elimination or exclusion
by freezing out 2 : a method of playing poker by which the
p{aycrs start with agreed-upon capital to which they cannot
add or from which they can withdraw nothing, each player
being forced to drop out of the game as soon as his capital is
lost and all stakes g o the last remaining player;
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freez.er \'fréza(r)\ n s 1E¥RUEHL
a ¢ a hand-operated machine that freezes
ice cream D : an operator of an ices
cream freezing machine ¢ a railroad
refrigerator car @ (1) : an insulated
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