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SUBJECT: BZA ApJdication Number 16785 (Public Hall 39 New York Avenue N.E,) 

Your attention is invited to the attached response prepared by Sergeant Steven Brown of 
this command regarcliug BZA Application Number 16785. 

Sergeant Brown reports that in February of 2002. he along with representatives from the 
Office of Planning, the Department of Public Works, and the African Community Center 
met to discuss BZA Application Number 16785. 

Previously, tb.e First District cited several p'l'oblems regarding 'lhis application. Since that 
last meeting, Afi:ican Commlll1ity Center, Inc. bas addressed some of the issW!ls raised by 
the Metropolitan. Police Department. Sergeant Brown has review the improvements tmd 
recommends that the application be approved with the following stipulations imposed: 

• That the application should be approved for a period of two (2) years. At which 
time, the Metropolitan Police Department will review crime patterns in the m:ea 
since the center opened, 

• That the African Commlll'.lity Center, Inc. provided a '\'l'Jri.tten conn-act or 
agreement with the Skylark Lounge located at #33 New York Avenue, N.E. to use 
the private parking lot 10 .minimize pedestrian traffic on the streets when leaving a 
sponsored event. 

• 1"hat the African Community Center. Inc. has access to the walkway along side of 
the Skylark Lounge located at#33 New Yo:rk Avenue,. N.E. Provided further, that 
this area will be illmmnated to deter crirnina.l activity and provide a safe 
passageway for pedes!rian traffic. 

• That the ce.uter will not be used as a club. but a meeting place for African 
celebrations, birthdays~ meetings and weddings. 
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• That the center will be utilfaed on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings and 
nights. 

Sergeant Brown repons that alJ representatives at the Februazy meeting, agreed to the 
above stipulations. Additionally, it should be noted that a. proposed parking garage has 
been slated for the vacant lot parallel to 39 New York Avenue N.E. (north. side of the 
street). 

Therefore, based on the faot presented by Sergeant Brown~ I recommend. that this 
application be approved for a period of two years-

Cat-lJ~ 
Alan Dreher 
Comxnande:r 


