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s, Jerrilyn ¥. Kress, Director, Office of Zoning
Government of the Distriect of Columbia :
441 4th Strest, N.W. =
Washington, DQCQ 20001

I understand thet you will soon chair hearings on the revmscd Peor?“tnwn
University ”, YTear Plan. I an sure the Plan purports to be of great benefit to
the City. I an alsc sure the Plan will not benefit the City, unless it coﬂtd¢n3
specific actions and a timetable for construction of svfflrwef% QO“mltovv spac
to house 21l Georgetown University undergraduates on campus for all of their fnur
undergraduate years, Anything less is UHSCCvPMﬂbJQ to ne, and immediately surround-
ing neighborhoods, o;oh as Burleith, where I lived as a home-owner, texpayer, and
voter for tventv-two years (1976-1992),

Throughout my residency in Burleith the issues of Georgetown Universits
undergraduata presence, hehavior, and noise were overriding all otuvrs? WeDE
extremely stressful and vexing. In spite of numorous community initiasti over
many years, no real improvements resulted during ny twenty-two wears in PurJethq
 fact, general undergraduate disturbances became worse and more frequent in 1908,

s I was preparing to move, so that from April until nid-Cctober when I left Wash-
ington, I was wakened at least once on virtually every weekend. It was always the
same university respense, "Oh, welre SOTrryzec..”, "we'll speak to that house....",
"welll meel with then on Monday nmorning....", etec. Sometimes thic "band-aid approach’
worked, but Jjust as frequently a call to the Police wus & more effective remedy.
Police presence did help, but only temporarily. On another night, another house, or
houses, would be partying. Accompanying conditions included occasional threats to
abutting neighbors, increased trash, general deterioration of property and back yards
increased traffic and vaklnﬂ probleus, underage drinking in pubhlic and public defe-
cation, damage to public property, including street signs, etc. While some student
houses caused no ﬂroblems, enough houses caused sufficient problems on a continuing
basis to force me to reluctantlj recognize that I could no longer continue to live
in Burleith , where I had fully intended to live out my retirement years. Thus, T
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moved back to lassachusetts, where I grew up, following my retirement.
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I was pleased to receive recognition from the neighborhood asscciation and the
DC Police for my work in helping to preserve "the peace of his neighbors” (see enclosed
proclamation from the Purleith Citigzens Associstion and ny letter of thanks to an
officer in the DC Police Department for two commendations from the Police - now in
sborage). How sad that T, and so many other citizens, members of the police foree, and
representatives of Georgetown University had to spend so nuch time on what should
not have been any problem at alll

T urge you to take very seriously these comments, and those you will surely get
from represen t tives from Burleith, and other surrounding nefbborhoods. In fact, I
recommend you and members of your staff visit Burleith - meet with nemberscf the
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community, and allow time to be shown problem houses and the conditions in
their yards and alley space. If you have any doubts about these issues,
"Go to Burleith!"

You, and the D.C.Government, will be under great pressure to approve
the Ten Year Plan as presented by Georgetown University. Do not be fouled
by what the University will tell you. Remember, it pays no taxes, and is
conseguently without any financial, or other obligation, to the City and
ite citizens, While I recognize Georgetown 1s a great university as an
academic institution, it has in wv opinion failed in its fiduciary rel-
ationships with the home--owners, tax payers, and voters who live in this
city, and who, incidentally, are the ones most concerned about the gquality
of life of all D.C., residents,

Thank you for your consideration.

<t

Since r@ly yours,

A“f‘;% \ﬁ‘ln}ﬁ‘%\\&m

Enclosures: a/s

continued

cc: Mrs. Joseph (”Pat") Scolaro, President of the Burleith Citigens issociation

1807 37th Street, N.W.,, Washington, D.C. 20007



g] n ap}arect mrt fm? his unstmtmg coplous service over the course of many yearS'

g] 1 retngmttnn nf his keen eye for a bargain, his pereustence with c1ty bureaucrats

E Umvers1ty oﬁic1als and recalc1trant partlers and his a’bxhty to get needed thmgs done, /

g]rt gratttuhe fm: hlS Longstandmg Dedlcatlon of t1me and effort to us hls nelghbors
;1n Burlelth ' e ] : 3

Cﬂ' nr I’pﬁ g\hlz ﬁuppnrt of the annual Flea Market both preserving it as a chenshed

nelghborhood event and makmg money as Well & i : )

' cﬂ' nr@z‘htz ?ﬁnng Etrtﬁ : Z_Effm:hﬁz ﬁerﬁv:e on the BCA Noise Committee, and for the
: sleepless:vmghts he has cbntmued tovdevote to preservmg the peace of his nelghbors

v nb fm: the many other reasons he has been an exceptlonal Burleith nelghbor

gRtghha zmh ﬁrtﬁtlegez apperimnmg to ﬂ'gat rank
: (such as they may be). ‘ .




1770 Massachusetts Ave,, #227
Cambridge, Mass. 02140

October 26, 1§98

Lt Patrick Burke

?oliue Second District
3%20 Idaho Ave,, N.W, -
Washington, D. C, 20016

Dear Pat:

‘What a surprise to receive two commendations from you and one from
3annie ‘Hardy at the most recent Burleith Citizens Association meeting!!
I was completely surprised, and, in fact, speechless! What a send-off from
Burleith on my last night in the community, for the next day was settlement
on ‘my house of twenty-two years, afterwhich I moved to the ﬁzseansia,avennn
Holiéay Inn for a few days before driving up here last Tuesday,

“I.very much: appreciate these awards, and, of course your p&rsanal interest
‘in thﬁ cotmunity.,

‘Burleith and the surrcunding communities are wonderful places to live.
ﬂammnnity activism is stronz - almost a fulltime job for some; for others,
almost a crusade., But, what many beyond our borders de not appreirate is
thsAf&ct that Washington, D.C, is & eity of residentisl naighberhaada -
‘wonéerfn. neighborhoods to live in, Hine vere vonderful years in Burleith,
miss Washington, even though I mmy be equally eemfertablerhera in
ent, where I am closer to family members.,

7zssue~ef student noise in Burleith, and elsewkere in the. -copmunity,
rﬁﬁus one. ¥e have mdde some resl progress, but somehow this issue is

_ not taken seriously by the university(ies). The contributions by you =nd
yaur olleagaes heve been significant and are apprettated. It is however a
traggéy that we have had to csll the second District on seo many occasions

re 'hzlg*""

' Hany ‘thanks to you and your staff, I know you will keep_y§1§h§;QQGd works.
‘Best wishes,
Sincer&ly yours,

Alfred B, Bigelnw





