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fy1ay 22, 2000 

Ms. Sheila Cross Reid, Chair 
Board .of Zo;ning Adjustment 
441 Fout;th $tre~t, N.W. 
Wasbington, D.C. 20001 

Re: Appli~ijtion 16566, Georget~~. University Cainpus _Plan : 
Request for Party Statµs for The Citizens Association ofOeorgetown 

Madron Chair: 

I am writing to r~que~t that tht Citizens Association of Georgetown be 
grantee! party status to. partieip~te in·tl:le proceeding before the Bo~d 
regarding Applic'ation. 16566} tl:l~ Oe~tgetqwn University Catripus Plan, 
under Sectfon 210 of the Zoni11gR.egulatio:ri.s, for Special Exception 
approval. · · 

On behalfofth~ more thM 1,000m,embers of the Citizens Association of 
Georgetown, we request party status to testify at the June 13 hearing ( or other 
hearing date,_should the schedule be changed) of the BZA on the · 
Georgetown University MasterPlan.- The east boundarie$ ofthe University 
are contiguous_with our c.on:itnunity and we wish to comtnent •n the ... 
ramifications the planwouid have.for.the residents of the cofuitu.mity. Many 
of our memb~~s ·live Qn.the west ~ide of Wisconsin Avenue, many on streets 
directly adjacent to the University:, The neighborhood is adversely affected 
'by the noise, traffic~ parking, and -~ngestion related to University operations 
and activities,. · · 

Our testi~on,y wUI be in oppositic;n'to the plan on the grounds specified in 
the attached written statement, · 

Sincerely, . . 

~:l~ 
Barbara B. Downs 
President 

Enclosure 

r·V 
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Statement ofBJti4bara l)owus, President 
Citizens Association of Georgetown 

May 22., 2000 

The Citizens Association of Georgetown has several serious concerns about the · 
ramitications of the proposed Georgetown University Master Plan for the year 2000. 

(1) The plan includes a ten percent increase in enrollment ofun4er.graduate studehtsto be 
phased in over ten years, .a net incte.E\S.e of 527 students. Yet the lss~e ofon~fµn}>\\S .· 
housing fot these students is not addressed .. The GU 1989 n1f\Ster plan stated the goal 
of housing 100 percent of urtdergra4l,Ulte students on campu$.C~ently1 it is .... · 
estimated that 1200 students live. off campus in the neighborhoods surroundi~ · the 
university. While the university is pfeparing to build a new 780 bed. donnitory : · 
facility (the Southwest Qua<irangle), this would mean that in ten years, even \Vith the 
new donn coming on line, the number of students living off ~ampus w~uld climb · 
back up to nearly l 000 students. The Citizens Association ofQeprg~~<>Wll str~ngly 
believes that no expansion in enrollment should be pennitted until the LJniv¢isity'.s 
stated goal of providing on-campus dormitory rooms for all undergraduates is met 

(2) We are concerned that the universityJs gro$sly underestimating the bn,pact of~e .. 
additional proposed buildings on traffic and parking in GeorgetQwn. ~pe mas.~r plan 
includes no provision for increased parking on campus, in accordance with the BZA 
instituted cap on the number ofparking spaces allowed on canipus. Tr~ffic sWdies 
presented by the University profess that the additional buildiii.is will hilve no adverse 
impact on traffic circulation or park,ing. Given the projected m~t¢ase ip the numbers 
of undergraduate and graduate shldents, professors and admini$tiative staff, it is . 
impossible to believe this forecast. . Fµrthermore, 1'-1.e<istar Health; the new operator of 
the Georgetown Hospital; plans to 'build a facility for physici~s ~d ot,ttpatierit care . 
that could have a significant.bnpa,ct oritraffic.in the communJty. ·:vet this poteµtial 
problem is not adequately addressed by the pla11. The residential •$tteets thatfgnn the 
interface between the university and$~ community are alre~y oyedy oongested>lt 
is iespecially important that these problems be· addressed to the satisfaction· of the' 
residential community. · 

(3) We are seriously worried about the expansion of the university into are~s ofth~ 
Georgetown commU1;1ify, which ate nofincluded in the Canipu~ Plan process. Several 
blocks outside the main campus are included withiri the fomill,lly ~efiriefcampus;. · .. 
3600 block of O Street; 3500 and 3600 blocks of N Street; 350() l>lock of Pro$pect 
Street; 1200,1300, and 1400 blocks of 37th Streets; 1200 and 1300 blocJ.<s of36th ,. 
Street; and the .1200 block of 3 5th Street. However, most, but iiot all of the hoµ~es on 
these primarilyresideritial blocks are owned by the university. Conversely, other 
structures that the university owns, leilSes, o{otherwise occupies, such as Wonnley 
School and the Car Barn, are not included as part of the campus cm the inaster plan. It 
is important that the university honestly and fully discloses th~ extent <>f their real 
estate holdings, both owp.ed and leased properties and their uses, within•the 



Oeorgetqwn community, be they within the fonnally defined crunpus 'boundaries or 
outside those bowidaries. · · 

The Citizens Association Qf Georgetown bas always supported Georgeto\\'11 Uniyersity 
and its Medical Center. We have always related to the university ina spirit of trust and 
cooperation. We believe the university is a valuable asset to our COJ:llrhunity. We want to 
continue to coexist in a harmonious way With the university, but we need fact-based · 
reassurances that our ver:y intimate and fr11gile neighborhood is not going tc,> be adversely 
impacted by the projected expansion of thf.' university and the inc~ase in student . · 
numbers. Further, we ~ concerned tharthe mission of the hospital c(>ntiJ1'1eS to be 011e 
of providing necessary health care services. When.these concerns have been addressed to 
our satisfaction, we will gladly support the master plan. 


