
Ms. Sheila Cross-Reio 
Director, Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 Fourth Street, N.W., Suite 210 
Washington DC 20001 

July, 2000 

Dear Ms. Cross-Reid 
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When the question was posed toone of the admirl:istration at GeorgetdwriUniversity · 
where they intended.on housing·the increase in student enrollment the>answe_r \.vas simple 
"into the community''! Pushing the sam:e··qu:estiorfi!ven further, I'w~ assured'that '1here was 
ample room. in Bur~ith'-'. This attitude is but oneiexample of the indifference displayed by 
the University.- · · · 

To further display the dilemma.facing-not 9nly the University but the neighborhood · 
as well can be best illustrated bya si~ii<:>)JJhat,<J~vefoped at the'end'bfthe lastacadetriic 
year here in my neighborhqod. Severafstudents.:that, _were completing their sophomore year 
were anticipating living on campus, . .their,firstr~quest. To their dismay just before they were 
to complete-the semester, theywere n0tificd they,would haveto·:fin:d other housing .. 
accommodations as they did not makethe:short list to stay;ohcampus as they ·had wished. A 
very difficult situation for these particular students. , What coukhhey do? All -0f:the available· 
housing in the surrounding neighborhoods had been already leased. No :place to live for the 
next academic year. Their college educatio_n was,seriouslyjeopardized: ·· 

Fortunately there are parentsl ·When eonfronted,with this distressing situation one of 
the fathers of the abandoned students came,tothe rescue. He was forced to research the 
matter and discovere<J he. could .purchase-a home ~ece~tly:on-the ·market for. $350:000.00 so 
that his son and other friends. could continue their:education;In-a discussion with the father 
who purchased the house, hestate<;l thatth¢tewas n<> other alte111ati¥e.0 Hehad already 
invested thousands of dollar's far his son~s\tidueatio1{and could riot sacrifice the investment. 
Fortunately, he was·jn a positionfinan~ially to. be able to afford this'arrangement but was 
appalled that the.Univ:ersity could notaccommodate. the ·wishesof'tlfoir:students. '.He ·plans on 
selling the house when his son gr~uates in two years~ Eacfroccup~t will have to pay rent in 
excess of what the "going market".in order to nieerthe niortgage payments""' a delicate 
situation. 

I~ is interesting to note that.most ofth~ residences in this family community that are 
owned and rented by landlords are charging the students_a>nlliiinium of$650.0Oper 
person/per month, around $4,000~00.? mo_1,1t,h wJth six o~cupatlts -()ra total of$48,000.00 for 
the full year. Not a bad deal for the. slum _lords! It should be mentioned that an almost total 
disregar~ for the condition of the property wai·highlighte~·on subject transaction. To say that 
the previous student occupants f'trashed",the ho.use and grounds is an understatement! Of 
even more importance we have discovered ~hat these young men (boys) are-staying in the 
same neighborhood for another year butwill be closely monitored. 

All in all,, a regrettable situation. 

Respect , ly submit!~ 

BZA 
arles K. Mallett 

3524 S Street N. W. 
Washington OC 2'0007-2242 
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