
July 18, 2002 

Mr. Geoffrey Griffis 
Chairman 

491 1 ASHBY STREET, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 

District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street, NW, Room 210 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Chairman Griffis: 
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I write in opposition to the request of Field School for a Modification ofBZA Order No. 16559. 

As far back as February, the Field School knew it was not going to do the required road work 
(Condition #9), due to a Federal windfall. (See Attachment) On March 27th, Ken Laden told John 
Finney and myself that "if Field School wanted to 'pony up' the money to do the road work it 
could start tomorrow.'' On April 30th

, the last cormnunity meeting with the schooi the school 
informed those present that the responsibility for the road work rests with the District. What the 
school did not say is that it had not presented the District with adequate drawings for the new 
entrance. As a result, the District has been required to produce the design and drawings for the 
new entrance (Conditions 28-37). The school wants its windfall and an entrance in time for school 
to open at the beginning of September. 

Last night, the ANC was asked to approve a set of interim traffic measures from Mr. Laden so 
Field School might proceed to the BZA. Mr. Laden was unable to attend the meeting and his 
deputy, Rick Rybeck, was not informed about the project. Never-the-less, the ANC voted to 
approve the interim measures with minor changes and to permit the school to proceed to the BZA 
for an emergency hearing. 

My opposition stems from the fact that the school is placing the BZA, the ANC, various city 
agencies and this community in the position of having to grant permission for it to open with 
interim traffic measures in place. From the start of this project, the major concerns have been, 
and continue to be, traffic and safety. Apparently, Mr. Laden feels measures that were not 
acceptable in the school's original application are now acceptable. It is not only the staff and 
students of Field School whose safety is at risk, it is the 17,500 drivers who use Foxhall Road on 
a daily basis. Additionally, consideration must be given to the fact that the school would be in 
operation while road construction is underway. 

An interesting point was raised at the ANC meeting. The school would be having after school 
sports activities involving other schools. Visiting teams place an additional burden on the safety 
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of drivers on Foxhall Road because they are not placed under the same restrictions as the students 
of Field School and are likely to be oblivious to them. 

The school has placed itself injeopardy. Did it need to sell its present location without 
assurance that students would have a place to attend school in September? Is this dilemma the 
community's problem, or is it a problem for the Chairman of the Board of Field School who knew 
the construction on Foxhall Road would not be complete for the opening of school. There is an 
old adage that springs to mind, "Lack of plam~on yuilr parlciot"'~~ ... constltute a1i tfflrergeiicf 
on my part." The school has placed the BZA in a Solomon-like position and is asking it to weigh 
the safety of the community against the need of a school that was unwilling to prepare the 
required plans and spend the necessary funds to complete the required road work. I might feel 
differently if there were some guarantee that the necessary road work would be completed within 
8 weeks and that it would begin no later than September 1, 2002, but this community has been 
waiting for DDOT to install a traffic light at Foxhall and Whitehaven for several years and the 
department has been unable to give a date when that work would begin. Past history has shown 
that there are no guarantees with DDOT. 

My dear friend and colleague, John Finney, cautioned me not to become "a wart on the ass of 
progress." It is not my intention. Rather, there are times when principles must prevail and 
institutions and individuals should be held accountable for their actions. I ask that the BZA hold 
firm on the original set of conditions and deny a modification to BZA Order No.16559. 

Sincerely, 

G!JLUal-f.q~ 
Alma H. Gates 

Enclosure (1) 
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. . 'A $i:nulm~.il gn!flt is certainly a minuscule portion of'the $59.~ .. 
~Uli9n tJiimspo.@tion appropriations bill recently approye<l.by : . 
Contress anct. s.igned. l>y President Bush. 
, ~:ven th<>ugb,Jhis grant is going to the District for improve~ · . 
meitts to Foxh~!,Road, we are quite troubled by it. · . · · ; ' 

NQrJY!lllY, of course, Vve would be pleaseq about iUlY eon~s~ 
siqn~ r~ogniti,on of the peed to improve the city's i(lfrastructure. 
Indeed, Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton is preparing to push legisla-

. tion tQ enact tax credits that wjll help steer federal dollars into . 
road repajrs for the pistrict, citing the huge impa<::t that Maryland · 
an4 Virginia drivers - exempt from any commuter tax - have 
on the city's rQi\ds, , ... 

The Foxhall Road project, however, stems exclusively from 
the new campus UI)der construction by th~ Field School on the 
former Cafritz estate. In fact, the requirement for a widened · · " 
street, a new left-tum lane a11d a traffic sign~! was imposed on the . 
school by· the Board of Zoning Adjustment as one of its condi-
tions in approving the school. · 

We thi)1k this is an inappropriate use of tax money. Other pd­
vate schools in the District, and probably across the country, have 
had to use their QWn funds for similar improvements. 

Additionally," the project's origin as a condition for approval 
makes government funding particularly unseemly. John Finney, 
the newly elected chair of the Palisades advisory neighborhood 
'~oJI)JJUssion, was right that it seems to do an "end-nm" around . 
U,le city's regulatory process. . ,,, 

School officials argue that the project will benefit everyone .. · 
who uses Foxllall Road, not just parents, students ancl stiµ'f 
actessing the sch<:>01. That is true, but so, too, is the fact that the · · 
changes would not have been necessary but for the planned Field 
SchO()I campus. Although Foxhall Road may present safety · 
issues, we doubt that the city would have deviseq exactlY these 
improvC?ments to cure the problems without the campus. . · ·· 


