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HEADLINE: '00 Worries; Emergency Crews Sent Home After New Year's Fears Fizzle 

BYLINE: Peter Slevin, Washington Post Staff Writer 

BODY: 

All appeared quiet on the millennial front yesterday, as a new year and a new 
epoch creaked into glitch-free gear. Water flowed, e-mail scrolled and ATMs did 
their crisp duty i 'n defiance of the double-zero plague. 

Y2K, the morning after, was more sigh than shout. When dawn broke peaceably, 
authorities across the region began paring their around-the-clock emergency 
crews, sending weary officials home if their duties did not involve public 
safety. 

Fireworks company inspectors checked the Washington Monument for burns from 
yesterday morning's big show, and pronounced the obelisk fit. Workers bagged 
champagne corks and beer bottles on the grounds of the Lincoln Memorial. 
Visitors ambled in thin streams through the day's more mellow millennial events. 

Though the future may beckon--in years that now begin with a "2"--the day 
seemed most notable for everything that didn't happen the night before: the 
electrical grids that didn't short-circuit, the sewage that didn't cascade into 
the streets, the terrorists who stayed home. 

"The transition was smooth, operations were very successful," said Erik 
Christian, the District's deputy mayor for public safety. As of midnight, he 
said, "all systems were go, and nothing has changed since. We're just remaining 
vigilant. Upbeat and vigilant." 

In Maryland and Virginia, officialdom similarly pronounced the new year 
gremlin-free. Spokesman David Weaver said of Montgomery County's$ SO million 
effort to banish computer bugs, "An anticlimactic end to this whole affair is 
exactly what we hoped for." 

Fairfax computer programmers arrived at the county's government center at 10 
a.m. to begin two days of testing before the workweek begins. And no problems 
were reported in Manassas Park, the town of fewer than 10,000 residents that 
spent$ 77,000 on an emergency shelter, including$. 11,000 for rations. 
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D.C. Mayor Anthony A. Williams (D) called the trouble-free celebration 
"another milestone" for a city struggling to repair its government and its image 
alike. He called the District a "city now resurgent." 

The mayor went on to say that the District's computers are functioning 
properly and will be ready for business tomorrow, despite the city's late start 
in battling ·the Y2K computer bug. This weekend's events show, William~~~id, 
that "now we have a government that's able to do more than one thing at a time." 

All the talk of bugs and glitches and things that go WARNING: RESUME FAILURE 
in the night caused Walter and Judie Rupinski to buy water--with ample wine as a 
backup. The Great Falls residents watched the millennial celebrations from home 
Friday night, but emerged yesterday to survey the scene. 

"Once it passed Moscow," Walter Rupinski said of the arrival of Y2K, "I felt 
pretty safe." 

Sarah Meyers said she bought water and batteries, only to conclude that the 
reality "didn't live up to the hype." Remembering a power outage a year ago, her 
husband, Matt Meyers, added, "We had more problems last year in Fairfax." 

On the sunny day-after, cleanup workers stripped the Mall of millennial 
trash--cigarette ~utts, champagne bottles, lone mittens. A few groups of people 
walked with their eyes to the ground, scavenging for souvenirs from the previous 
night's revelry. 

This day felt different from the one before, said 27-year-old Ansu John of 
Herndon, wearing a New Year's Eve 2000 party hat. "All my reference points are 
in the 20th century," she mourned. 

At the District's Main Street Millennium festivities --on Constitution Avenue, 
Pookie Hudson and the Spaniels were doo-wopping their way through a 1960s medley 
by 11 a.m. The mayor estimated that 100,000 people attended the event on New 
Year's Eve. 

"People talk about the diversity 0£ Washington. Last night, the diversity of 
Washington danced," Sandy McCall, the festival's executive director, said 
yesterday. "·It's too bad that it was overshadowed by what was going on at the 
Lincoln Memorial. As impressive as that was, that was People magazine. This was 
really truthful." 

Many partygoers who made their way to the Reflecting Pool on Friday night 
said they felt shortchanged by the two minutes of midnight fireworks and the way 
the Lincoln Memorial event was staged for television and an elite audience 
chosen by the White House, not for the tens of thousands on hand. There were 
long silences during commercial breaks, while the largest fireworks didn't erupt 
until nearly 1 a.m., after thousands had departed. 

The pyrotechnics appeared to leave the Washington Monument unscathed, despite 
National Park Service worries that threatened to cancel the sizzling display at 
the last minute. Workers draped a$ 60,000, 500-foot sheet of fireproof material 
across the monument to protect it from more than 700 cigar ,.. sized fireworks 
lashed to its scaffolding. 
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"There's no discoloration on the material at all," Scott Raso, a Fireworks by 
Grucci technician, said as workers began the three-day task of dismantling the 
display. The event was designed to the second, but a nude reveler in the 
Reflecting Pool almost busted the timing. 

As the final 10 minutes to midnight ticked by, fireworks technicians realized 
that a naked man was splashing back and forth in the cold, thigh-deep water. 
Miles of control cables that tec~tcians had worked for two weeks to install 
were in danger. 

"My heart stopped," said Grucci's Jeff Engel, as he watched the man near a 
string of fireworks designed to race like a fuse from the Lincoln Memorial to 
the Washington Monument. "He was in the middle and was ... touching wires and 
jumping over wires." 

Engel ran from a command trailer and got ready to jump in. But the man 
climbed back out and lost himself in the crowd. The cables were intact. 

"When that monument was lit," Engel said, "my heart was in my throat." 

Although authorities reported no computer-inspired Y2K dramas, the area's 
roadways claimed casualties of a more human sort. A driver died in a one-car 
crash on Foxhall Road in Northwest Washington, and a 16-year-old high school 
junior was killed ,in a two-vehicle accident in Fairfax County. Another crash 
took two lives in the Jamestown area of.Virginia on Friday night. 

Two accidents led to five deaths in Maryland. Ed and Olivia Thomas, a father 
and daughter returning home from a New Year's Eve church service in Baltimore, 
died in Howard County early yesterday when their disabled car was struck from 
behind. Police charged the driver of the offending car with manslaughter and 
drunken driving. 

The Howard County Courthouse was busy on New Year's Eve, not with oaths, but 
vows. A dozen couples were married at 12:05 a.m. by Circuit Court Clerk Margaret 
D. Rappaport. 

Exactly when the clock struck was a relative matter. At the U.S. Naval 
Observatory, Gaithersburg sisters Gracie Cohen, 9, and Erica Cohen, 11, counted 
down to midnight with the U.S. armed forces' most accurate clock. 

Three . . . two . . . one ! 

Silence. 

The gold ball stuttered and finally dropped, about two seconds into the year 
2000. 

It was the second glitch of the day for the country's official timekeeper. 
The observatory arranged an Internet posting that tracked the time, second by 
second. But as the new year swept into the United States, viewers of the 
observatory's site saw the date as Jan. 1, 19100. 

Better luck in the year 20100. 
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Staff writers Petula Dvorak, David Fallis, Sylvia Moreno, Fern Shen, Martin 
Weil and Jamie Stockwell contributed to this report. 

Workers dismantle one of the . towers that held the lighted numbers "1999" and 
then, after midnight, "2000," at the east end of the Reflecting Pool. Photos on 
Page C9. Around the Reflecting Pool, empty champagne bottles and other trash 
await collection by cleanup crews. Sheridan Lea, . 4, lies across the lap of her 
father, Watson Jennison, as they take a break from the activities at the 
District's Main Street Millennium festivities on Constitution Avenue. The two 
were in town from Charlottesville to experience some of the New Year's 
festivities. Alison Whaley, 9, of North Potomac, leans on her father, Joseph, 
during a prayer service at a church in Northeast Washington. Steve Palmer, an 
employee of Fireworks by Grucci, removes spent fuses from the Reflecting Pool as 
fog shrouds the Washington Monument. Shirley Troxell and grandson Jack Troxell, 
1 1/2, encounter a surprise at the Main Street Millennium festival. 
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Response ofNAFG to Gorove/Slade 
Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) 
and Technical Appendix (TA) 

Prepared for the Field School~ dated May 19 ~ 200? 

The TIA submitted by Gorove/Slade is no longer viable because it relies on the existing 

northern entrance to accommodate ingress and egress to the proposed school site, contrary to the 

DPW report which requires that the northern entrance be eliminated because of lack of adequate 

sight distance. DPW's recommendation to close the northern entrance is in sharp contrast to the 

Gorove/Slade TIA report ( at 10) which states that the northern entrance is "the safest existing 

location for vehicles to tum left into and out of the site because the sight distance at this location 

is adequate.'' 

The TIA concedes the problems at this location that NAFG has described to this Board 

from the outset: 

• This site has limited existing public transportation opportunities with no Metrorail 

stations within a reasonable walking distance. (p. 2). 

• The sight distances along Foxhall Road in the vicinity of the school relocation site 

are not favorable due to the existing vertical and horizontal curvatures of the 

roadway. (p. 9). 

• Vehicular speeds along the Foxhall Road corridor exceed the posted speed limit of 

25 m.p.h. in the vicinity of the relocation site. (p. 9). 

• This commuter traffic contributes to the speeding and congestion experienced by 

motorists in the Foxhall Road corridor. (p. 9). 



The TIA does clear up some (but not all) confusion resulting from its first two reports 

which are superseded by this report (p. 1 ); however, manifest errors are still present. 

For example: 

1. The TIA report ( at 10) still relies on the installation of school warning signs for 

safety despite the fact that the research cited in support relates to crosswalks not in use in this 

case and refers to other articles that indicate such warning beacons don't work. 

2. The new TIA indicates that 45% - 46% of the students, not 36%, will use the 

shuttle bus service and continues to state that each student driver (3 8 in all projected) will carry 

at least 2.5 students per car. 

These assumptions are based on a biased parent survey and without reference to the 

District's new and restrictive teen driving laws (no teens under 17 can carry other teen 

passengers except siblings). 

Our traffic expert (Joe Mehra) performed a survey of pedestrians and vehicles 

approaching the existing Field School that was conducted on May 3 and May 4 of this year. The 

results indicated that 64 and 65 persons walked to the school, presumably from public transit. 

This equates to 30% - 31 % of the student population, not 36%. Accordingly, there must be a 

150% increase in the number of students who would need to take two modes of transportation 

(Metro and shuttle bus, or car and shuttle bus), rather than the current one step (bus or Metro or 

car to school) to achieve the G/S 45 - 46% assumption. 
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The Mehra survey also indicated that on May 4, 2000 the average student auto occupancy 

was 1.3 persons per car. Thus, this number will have to almost double to meet the G/S 

assumption of2.5 persons per car. Given that 55% of the current Field School students are D.C. 

residents, 1 and new restrictive teenage driving laws, this assumption is not well founded. 

3. The Gorove/Slade report (p. 17) indicates that the maximum queuing at the school 

consisted of four vehicles at AM and PM rush hours. However, on May 4, 2000, the Mehra 

survey indicated six vehicles queued at 8: 10 AM and again at 8 :20 AM and seven vehicles at 

8:24 AM. Given either survey, the proposed 66 foot - three car standing line is insufficient and 

will create a dangerous overflow to through traffic traveling south on Foxhall Road. 

4. The TIA report at 14 indicates that future traffic capacity analysis (level of 

service) included a proposed signal at W Street and Foxhall. Report at 14. However, the school 

and DPW have consistently maintained that no light will be placed at this intersection because of 

neighborhood opposition, not to mention that it will be very close to the light proposed at the 

school's entrance by DPW. 

1 Testimony indicated the following student population: 

43 VA 
117 DC 
52 MD 

212 Students 
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5. The TA has been corrected to show that the PM rush hour is 2: 00 to 3: 00 PM. 

The prior report indicated 2:30 - 3:30 PM and 2:00 to 3:00 PM. Had Gorove/Slade followed the 

Institute of Transportation Engineers Recommended Practice for Traffic Access and Impact 

Studies for Site Development, the peak hour of 5:00 to 6:00 PM would have been chosen which 

would drop the level of service by at least one and probably two letters, e.g., A to B for north and 

southbound approaches to Foxhall at W Street and from C to D or E for the east and westbound 

approaches at this same point. 

Given the school's desire to move to a location where a vast majority of its students 

would be able to participate in after school extracurricular athletic activities, the choice of a 2:00 

to 3:00 PM rush hour and not 5:00 to 6:00 PM is not well founded. 

6. The 174 total AM peak rush hour trip generations to the proposed school found by 

Gorove/Slade (Report at 12) was derived without sufficient factual basis. It is submitted that the 

original Gorove/Slade December 1999 report indicating 320 AM peak rush hour trip generations 

is more closely aligned to our expert (Mehra report at 6) calculation of 374. This drastic 

difference by Gorove/Slade in trip-generation estimation suggests that the reduction was made to 

reduce the size of the vehicle storage bay in response to our expert analysis regarding approach 

sight problems for southbound Foxhall residents. 
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The Gorove/Slade TIA report is unreliable and should be given no weight by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hunton & Williams for NAFG 

By:{j}~l-~'6'_ 
Richard L. Aguglia 

Date: tt,{ a:./ VO 
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