
Phil T. Feola Wilkes Artis 
202.457. 7317 
pfeola@wilkesartis.com 

Chartered 
Attorneys at Law 

Via Facsimile 

Eleanor Roberts Lewis, Chairperson 
ANC3D 
P.O. Box 40846 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

Alan R. Swendiman, Esquire 
Jackson & Campbell 
1120 20th Street, N.W. 
Suite 300 South 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Richard L. Aguglia, Esquire 
Hunton & Williams 
1900 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Jeffrey W. Bolotin, Esquire 
4604 Foxhall Crescent Court, N.W. 
Washingto~, D.C. 20007 

May 16, 2000 

Re: The Field School, BZA Application No. 16559 

Dear Lady and Gentlemen: 
. . 

Suite 300, 1666 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006-2803 

202.457. 7800 
Fax: 202.457.7814 

d 
C) 

Enclosed for your files is the Transportation Professional Certification Board, 
Inc. 's information and Mr. Louis Slade's Certificate as a Professional Traffic Operations 
Engineer which was entered into the record in BZA Application No. 16559 at the public 
hearing on May 10, 2000. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
Phil T. Feola 

Enclosure 

CC: Board of Zoning Adjustm?nt 

Annapolis, Maryland Bethesda, Maryland Fairfax, Virginia Greenbelt, Maryland Waldorf, Maryland 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO.16559
EXHIBIT NO.438

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO.16559
EXHIBIT NO.438
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TRANSPOR-rAT~ON PROFESSIONAL CER-nFiCATION BOARD, INC .. 

PROFESSION.AL 
TRi-\._F.FIC OPKRA'IlONS 
ENGINE.KR 

Certification as a Professional Traffic Operations Engineer is 
a powerful demonstration ofrequisite knowledge, skill and 
ability in the specialized application of traffic operations 
engineering. The certification process which has been adopted 
for Professional Traffic Engineers requires that the holder be a 
licensed professional engineer ifhe or she practices in the 
United States, Canada or any other country that provides 
governmental licensing of engineers. This certification 
process builds on and supports the practice of professional 
engineering registration. It is a 1ong-teIID investment in one's 
profcssiopal career, "\vhich can be prese11tcd with pride! 

There arc 403 certified professionals as of March 15, 2000. 

Available from the lTE .Bookstore 

Professional Traffic Operations Engineers Certification 
Program Refresher Course 
Provides an overview of topics, key references, and a brief 
independent study guide by topic for practicing engineers who 
intend to take the PTOE certification examination, but is not 
keyed specifically to the examination questions. 

ITE, 199.9, 216 pp. Publication# PD~021. 
Member price: $20.00, Non-mcmberpri.ce: $25.00 

Transportation Professional Certification Board Inc. 
525 School Street, SW, Suite 410 
Wasbing,tou, DC 20024-2797 USA 
Telephone; +l 202-554-8050 I FAX: +1 202-863-5486 
E-mail: certiticatn(a.jtc.org 
©2000 J.nsiiru.te of Transportation Engineers 

http://securc,itc.org/certi:fication/index.html 05/15/2000 



O 5 / ltV O O 15 : O i FAX 2 O 2 i 8 5 12 i 6 

PTOE: Frequently Asked Question~ 

GOROVE/SLADE ASSOCIATES 141003 

Pagel of 6 

Proifessiona~ Traffic Operatmons Engineer 

TRANSPORTATION 
PROFESSIONAL 
CERTIFiCATION 

BOARD, INC. 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

• ·what is certmcatio»n.? 

• Relati.onsb ip to .Professfoua.l Enguneering Registration 

• VVhy certification? 

• 'Wh)' me'? 

• Who sponsors certification of Professhmal Traffic 
Opcratfot1s Engineers'? 

• What are the requfrcmeml:s for certification as a 
Profession.a.I Traffic Operations Engineer? 

• Definition of a P.ro:fessfonal Traflic Openitions Engineel· 

• Ho,,, ,vere these componen.t.s selected? 

• \.Vhen and where wm exami.na:tions be offered? 

• Substitution of examiurntions 

• Future UJfans 

• The examination process 

• Fees 

• Further information. 

WHAT IS CERTlHCATION'? 
Ce11ification i5 a voluntary process through which individuals are recognized for specialized 
knowledge and skill in a specified field of endeavor. The pmpose of voluntary certification is 
to enhance public safety and welfare by providing assurance that the certification holder 

http://sccure.ite.org/certification/ccrtifica.tion ___ abouU1trnl 05/15/2000 
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possesses the knowledge~ skills and abilities required to provide services to the public at a 
professional level with a competence which will safeguard life, health and property and 
protect fue general public welfare. 

Voluntary, ~rtification is finnly established in such professional areas as accounting, 
financial planning, association management and medical specialties. Increasingly it is being 
established 111 engineering specialties such as environmental, irrigation a11d conosion 
engineering; and n,.)w, traffic operations engineering! 

Back to top 

RELATIONSHIP TO PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING REGISTRATION 

i41004 
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The certification process which has been adopted for Professional Traffic Operatjons 
Engineers requires that the ho.Ider be a licensed professional engineer ifhe or she practices in 
the United States, Canada or any other country that provides govern.mental licensing of 
~ngineers. Thus th;s cr;ttification process builds on and supports the practice of professional 
cngin..::c---i11z :regisuation! 

B~tck to top 

WHY CERTfFICATJON? 
The process of l1censing professional engineers, as is practiced in North America~ provides 
the pubhc with an important assurance that the holder of that registr.ation has demonstrated 
acceptable knowledge and skill in basic engineering areas: civil, electrical, mechanical, etc. 
Comparable credentials exist in some other cotmtrics. 

However, as engineering knowledge and practice have expanded, it has become more 
difficuH for decision-makers to discem which practitioners hold skills appropriate for 
practice in the growing number of engineering specialties. State and provincjal registration 
agencies have found it impractical to expand into these specialty areas_ 

Volnnta_r:7· -.;ertificatiou seeks to meet this need by providing an additional credential which 
the public, employers and clients can rely upon to ass1.1re that the required specialty skills and 
knowledge are held. 

Back to top 

\VHY.l\1E'? 
The certi.ficat~on process is designed to protect and promote the public safety and welfare. 
However? it must and does offer value to the certificate holder; it must, because obtaining 
certification takes time and hard work and out-of-pocket costs to travel to and sit for the 
examination. Keeping the cerfrfication valid requires the holder to pay attention to regularly 
up grading knowlei.igr: md skills through continuing education. 

In both p1101ic employment and private practice., public, regulatory bodies, clients, co­
workers and employers will accept the professional competence of the certification holder. 
Certification as a Professional Traffic Operations Engineer is a powerful demonstration of 
requisite knowledge, skill and ability in the specialized application of traffic operations 
engineering. It is a fong-term investment in one's professional career, which can be presented 

http://secure.ite.org/certification/certification_about.html 05/15/2000 
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with pride! Perhaps the greatest benefit of holding certification is self-satisfaction; the. 
certification holder has been tested and demonstrated that his or her knowledge and skill meet 
exacting and objective criteria! 

Bad{ tu top 

\VHO S¥0i~~SORS CERTIFICATION OF PROFESSIONAL TRAFFIC 
OPERATIONS ENG.lNEERS'? 
The Tra11.sportatiot1 Professional Certification Board, Inc. is an autonomous non-profit 
organization incor:por,:i.ted and located in the District of Columbia. Eight elected or appointed 
Directors govern t;1e Board. 

The Certificatio<1 Board grew out of nearly 10 years of committee study by members of the 
tnstitute ofTrn:nsportation Engineers, supported in part by funds from the U.S. Federal 
Highway Ad1ni11.islration. The Institute still provides significant support to the Board; 
hov.7cver the C-..:rtification Board's policies for the award of certification status arc entire1y 
indepen 'icnt of the Institute and its membership requirements and grades. Certification is 
open to any profcssim_:.J 1 meeting the Certification Board's qualificatio11S on a non­
di.suirn.inatorv --.-._Jct -::..bJective basis,, and the Board actively seeks endorsement and 
cooper:3-;:ir)n from all professional societies with common goals. 

The Certification Boa·:d is supported by start-up funds from the Institute a11d by its 
examination and certification fees. The Transporlation Professional Certification Board, Jnc. 
is a member in go ,)d standing of the National Organization for Competency Assm-ancc 
(NOCA,) _ 

Back tto top 

"WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION AS A 
PROFESSIONAL TRAFFIC OPERATIONS ENGINEER? 
The prir:i.ary requirement is that the applicant passes a professionally created written 
examination. How .... vPL, to be admitted to the examination, the applicant must hold a valid 
licen.s2 t0 r:-actjce civil, mechanical, electrical or general professional engineering if he or she 
resides 111 .. .r.1.y jurisdic1ion issuing such registration. Applicants from countries that do not 
license professional engineers must submit evidence that they have professional status in 
their country equivalent to professional licensure in the United States or Canada. 

The applicant. must also have at least four years of professional practice in tTaffic operations 
e:nginecring. (Advanced education may be substituted for some of this experience.) Two 
years of experl ~nee in traffic operations engineering must have been obtained as a licensed 
professional e-·-J.ginecr. 

JBack to top 

DEFINI:TION OF A PROFESSIONAL TRAFFIC OPltRA.TIONS ENGINEER 
A Professional Tr?~:.t1C Operations Engineer is a person who applies a comprehensjve 
knov. Ienge 0f technology and scientific principles acquired through study and experience to 
the sup~rvision of day-to-day operation of traffic systems. Responsibilities often include the 
analysfa of those operations, detection of problems and deficiencies, setting of priorities, 

http://secme.itc.org/certification/certification_about.html 05/15/2000 



05:]5100 !S·OM FAX 202 785 1276 

PTOE: Frequently Asked Question~ 

GOROVE/SLADE ASSOCIATES 14)006 

Page 4 of 6 

assignment of re:;ources and development of improvements in operations tlnough geometric 
design, traffic control or other means. The Professional Traffic Operations Engineer may 
carry out some but not all of the above duties or serve as a consnltant to individuals with the 
above responsibilities. 

Traffic Operations Engineering generally includes: 

~\ Traffic Operar-"'.J.i:1 Analysis 
~ , __ ):o...,_u::1.LVT-.:il Effects of Geometric Designs 
• Tra:·•·1e Safety 
• Traffic Control Devices 
o Traffic Enghee.jng Stndies 
• Socjal, Env=d:·o,-,mcntal and Institutional Issues 

Back fo top 

HO\V \VERF THESE COMPONENTS SELECTED? 
Detemuning 0:1,: components of traffic operations engineering started with an extensive 
review of frectiently used textbooks;, recognized traffic operations references, professional 
society vrograms, periodicals and publications. The initial listing was cu.lled and perfected by 
tw<: carefully select,-J ":udy groups of practitioners, employers and academicians. This work 
,vas c::-m··ied n1_;_;, lf'_ an jndepcndent study sponsored by the National Highway Institute. 

A panel rip pointed by the lnstitu.te of Transportation Engineers refined and consolidated th1s 
listing and, in 1997, the pai-iel1s categories were verified by a profcssional1y conducted 
validation study invo·:_ving over 300 traffic operations practitioners. This final study both 
confirmed the components of the practice of traffic operations engineering and assigned 
weights to each elen;ent and sub-element based on the perceived importance and criticality of 
each skill or kr,owlcdge area. 

Th.is carefully contro1led evolution has paid off in the considerable confidence that can be 
placed in the components and scope of practice which will be certified and in the balance of 
the cerri.flcation examination. 

·Back to top 

''7HEN _\ND WHEJlE WILL EXAMINATIONS B.E OFFERED? 
An initial examination for Professional Traffic Operations Engineer certification was offered 
in the Washington, DC metropolitan area on January 9, 1999_ Added 1999 examinations are 
scheduled for J uJ.y 31 in Las Vegas~ NV preceding the ITE Annual Meeting and for 
November 6 iu the following metropolitan areas: Toronto, ON, Canada; New York, NY; 
Detroit, 111; Chicago, IL; Atlanta, GA; Seattle, \VA; Denver, CO; Dallas? TX; and 
Tallahassee, FL_ 

Back to top 

SUBS'fITUTION OF EXAMINATIONS 
The Certification B0).)1d has determined that the examination for the California Traffic 
Engineer lk:.:..nse is equivalent to and may be substituted for the Board's examination. The 

http://secure_ite.org/ccrtificati.on/certification_about.html 05115/2000 
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Oregon Traffic Engineer license examination may be accepted as a substitute examination 
when an ongoing study is completed. See Instruction 1 of the Application Form for methods 
to proceed if either examination could affect your application. 

·i3uck to top 

.FUTURE PL\NS 

.Ln 2000, the examination will be offered m Washington, DC on January 8 and in Nashville) 
TN on -~ :igust 5. 

F utr.:re cxarnin;::i(..:.,ri: 1.vill be offered at least annually at varying locations (initially in North 
Arrn-;ri(:--· ~•, h.1 ..,_ 10nger time scale, the Certification Board hopes to find professional 
acceptance 0f certifica-cion by practitioners outside North America This will, of course, take 
time! but the Board has pledged to respond when the profession calls. 

Similarly, there may be justification and interest -in certification in other professional 
specialties under the ~Jroad umbrella of transportation engineering. The Board will seek to 
respond to such dcrnand in years ahead. 

Back to top 

TffE FXAll\;UNATION PROCESS 
The examination for Professional Traffic Operations Engineer will consjst of 150 multiple­
choice problems ~:.:.d '1_-Uestions created by subject rnatter experts and verified as objective, 
reicv •, .. /~ ::.-:-'.' ~ J.eI:.:ole by professional psychometricians fo.Howing established procedures. The: 
exa.minm~. ,: will be scheduled for six hours. It wm be closed book and will req nirc some 
matl1ematic applications. However, the examination will not cover h11owlcdge and skill areas 
which are testified to ·by profossional engineering registration. 

The examination is designed to assure that the successful applicant possesses the specialized 
knowledge; skj Hs and abilities which arc required to practice tr.afTic operations engineering at 
a professional 1 ::vel with a competence which will safeguard life, health and property and 
promote and rirotect the . general public welfare. 

Sack to 11:op 

FEES 
See Tnstructic,:-~ l 1 uf the Application ·Form for the current fee schedule. 

B.ack to .op 

FURTHER INFOR.MA TION 
irn application form is available to download. If you desire further infonna.tio:n on 
certification or want detailed candidate information please write, call, fax or e-mail to a 
munbcr given below. The Certification Board invites your interest. 

Back to top 

htt.-p://sccure.ite.org/certification/certification_about.html 05/15/2000 
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Transportation Professional CertHication Board Inc. 
525 School Street, S\V, Suite 410 l Washington, DC 20024-2797 USA 
Telephone: +l 202-554-8050 i FAX: +l 202-863~5486 
E-mail: ctrtificn tn(ti)ite.o rg 

~02000 Institute of Transportation Engineers 

hLi.p:/lsl~cure.ite.org/certification/certifi.cation __ about.html 
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