March 20, 2000

Ms. Vanessa Dale Burns
Director

Department of Public Works
2000 14" Street, 6" Floor
Washington, DC 20009

Dear Ms.Bumns:

Our neighbors are voicing serious concerns about increased traffic on their streets, especially on
the residential streets within the area bounded on the north by Garfield Street, on the east by
Foxhall Road, on the south by U Street, and on the west by MacArthur Boulevard. The core of
the problem is 49 Street, between Garfield and V Streets, NW. A detailed description of 49"
Street and a map supporting the plan are attached.

It is increasingly hazardous to walk along 49™ Street to gain access to Battery Kemble Park, a
major community recreational area, or for any other endeavor. It has become difficult for
neighbors to exit their driveways due to the increased volume and velocity of traffic. The safety
of children, whether on their way to neighborhood schools or play, is at great risk. Polly

Greenberg, an Ashby Street resident, was struck and seriously injured by a passing car and has
never fully recovered.

These problems were brought to the attention of the previous administration, but the 15 mph
signs placed on 49" Street are generally ignored. It is not uncommon for cars and sport utility
vehicles to exceed 40 mph on this narrow winding road which has no sidewalks and no lane
markers. Requests for police monitoring and ticketing of speeders has failed to solve the
problem. The situation will only intensify once the construction begins on the Mt. Vernon Campus
of George Washington University, St. Patrick’s School, the Field School and Georgetown

University/Canal Road entry, as drivers attempt to escape the traffic congestion along Foxhall
Road.

We request The Department of Public Works create and work with the Police Department to
enforce a traffic mitigation plan for 49™ Street and its access streets that is acceptable to the
community including the following:
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1. “No Thru Traﬁic between the hours of 7:30 - 9:30am” signs off of Foxhall Road (west) be
placed on the following streets: Garfield, Fulton, Dexter and W.

2. A “No Left Turn between the hours of 7:30 - 9:30am” sign be placed at the east facing
intersection of W Street and Foxhall Road.

3. A four-way stop be placed at the intersection of 49" and W Streets.

4, No traffic light be placed at the intersection of W Street and Foxhall Road in keeping with
the Agreement signed by the Mayor, The Neighborhood Alliance and the Mt. Vernon
Campus of George Washington University.

5. “No Thru Traffic between the hours of 4:00 - 6:30pm” signs be placed on Ashby and W
Streets at the intersection with 49" Street and on 49™ Street at the intersection with Ashby
and W Streets.

6. “Stop” signs be placed along 49" Street at the following intersections: Fulton Street,
Dexter Street, Battery Kemble Place, Calvert Street, and Ashby Street.

7. Consider additional measures, including speed bumps on 49" Street between Garfield and

W Streets.

We are available to meet with you as soon as possible to discuss this plan.

Sincerely,

Nancy

4/,% y¥e)

bne, MD, 2347 49" Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007

%/6%

William Stone, MD, 2347 49" Street, NW, fashmgton, DC 20007

NW, Washington, DC 20007
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Chapin Carpenter, 2242 49" Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007

George Romill f]% 42‘" Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007

Harry Gates, 4911 Ashby Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007

Hiwa H. Galis

Alma Gates, 4911 Ashby Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007

cc:  Andrew Altman, Office of Planning

Karen Benefield, Bureau of Traffic Services
Kathy Patterson, DC City Council, Ward 3
Eleanor Roberts Lewis, ANC3-D
Carrie Ritter, PCA
Lt. Angela Cousins, 2nd Police District
Charlene Graves, U.S. Attorney’s Office
Sgt. Raymond Danieli

J Sherry Pruitt, BZA

Attachments
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DEXTER STREET, NW
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Description of 49" Street, NW

Specifically the area bounded by Garfield Street on the north and V Street on the south. This six
block section of 49™ Street is a narrow, winding residential street curving alongside Battery
Kemble Park. There are houses on the west side of the street for three-quarters of the six
blocks. Once past the park boundary, houses border both sides of the street. There is on-street
parking available on both sides of the street for the entire six block stretch. There are no lane
markers and no sidewalks.

Proceeding south along 49™ Street from Garfield Street, Battery Kemble Park is on the east and
for one block Glover Archibald Park is on the west. The street gently winds then slopes downhill
and makes a shallow S curve between the intersections with Dexter and Calvert Streets, but the
visibility remains fairly good. The street then makes a sharp curve to the left just past Calvert
Street. When rounding this curve, the park ends on the east. Suddenly, cars are parked on both
sides of the street, reducing its width to almost one lane as well as its visibility. Further along, at
the intersection with W Street there is a two-way stop sign on 49" Street. As other intersections
in the neighborhood are four-way stops, this intersection often poses confusion to drivers once
they have stopped on 49" Street as traffic remains through on W Street. Numerous accidents
have occurred at this location. One residential block remains on 49" Street between W Street and
V Street which is the site of the Palisades Library. If the travel process were reversed, traveling
north along 49™ Street from V Street to Garfield Street, visibility is severely curtailed until after
the intersection with Calvert Street due to on-street parking and the curvature of the terrain.

Once past this intersection 49™ Street is a wide-open stretch through to Garfield Street and invites
excessive speed.

Curve Warning signs and advisory 15 mph signs have been intermittently posted at key locations
along both sides of 49" Street. Drivers continue to disregard these signs as cars traveling well in
excess of 25 mph are the norm. Speed becomes a special concern during the hours of 7:30 - 9:30
am and 4:30 - 7:00 pm. Drivers have discovered that by exiting Foxhall Road onto Garfield
Street heading west, turning south onto 49" Street and then west onto Ashby Street, there is easy
access to MacArthur Boulevard, Key Bridge, Chain Bridge, and Bethesda. This traffic pattern is
reversed in the evening when drivers return home via the same route.
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