
Ms. Sheila Cross Reid 
Chairperson 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Room220 
441 Fourth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

Richard Sbeehey 
Commissioner A~f- 21\~h 
2000 F Street, NW, #2571 ,yJ· 
Washington, DC 20006 
202-463-714 7 

13 September 2000 

Re: BZA Case Number 16553: The George Washington University Campus Plan 

Dear Ms. Reid and Members of the Board: 

The number one goal of the George Washington University (GWU), according to BZA Case No. 
16553, it to become a top-tier academic institution. Just what is a top-tier university? It is one of the 
best 50 colleges and universities according to the US News and World Report (US News). Currently, 
GWU is ranked in the second tier, or not one of the Top 50 schools. There are many factors the US 
News uses to determine which schools make the Top 50. This information is available on the US News 
web site - http://www.usnews.com. 

In researching my testimony, I discovered some very interesting statistics. Most of the schools in the 
Top 50 have smaller undergraduate populations than GWU's current undergraduate population. 
Thirty-five of the Top 50 are private universities. It is from these 35 schools that I draw evidence. The 
total full-time and part-time undergraduate population at the 35 schools is 219,740 students. The 
average number of undergraduates at the 35 schools is 6278. According to the US News, GWU's 
current undergraduate population is 8695. Clearly, for GWU to help its chances in becoming a Top 50 
school it will have to lower its total undergraduate population. 

A second interesting fact from the US News ranking survey is the percentage of undergraduates housed 
on-campus. Thirty-two of the 35 schools reported information. The average percentage living off­
campus is 27%. Princeton, the number 1 school, has 3% of its students living off-campus. At Harvard, 
the number 2 school, it is also 3%. Yale, the number 3 school, has 17% of its students living off 
campus. At GWU, 43% of the undergraduates live off-campus. GWU does not offer housing to 
graduate students. 

Based on this information, the Office of Planning report, and the position of ANC 2A, I request you 
deny the application. Thank you for your attention. 
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!Student-to-faculty ratio 
Full-time faculty 
iClasses taught by TAs 
iClasses with under 20 students 
!Classes with 50+ students 
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search 

100% 

Students living off campus 3% 3% 17% N/A 

http://www.usnews.com/servlets/Co Works 

register ror 
m:,te.du 

NIA indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
**A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 
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Students living off campus % 1 % 38% 19% 

http://www.usnews.com/servlets/Co Works 

register for 
rny.edu 

NIA indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
** A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 
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NIA indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
**A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 
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!Classes taught by T As 
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\Classes with 50+ students 
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jStudents living off campus 33% 37% 2% 35% 

http://www.usnews.com/servlets/Co Works 

register for 
my.edu 

NIA indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
**A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 
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Students living off campus 3% 35% 17% 15% 

http://www.usnews.com/servlets/CoWorks 
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NIA indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
**A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 
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N/A indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
**A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 



!Students receiving: 
1 Need-based grants 

Need-based self-help aid 5% 53% 
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Students living off campus 15% 52% N/A 53% 
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NIA indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
**A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 
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Need-based grants 
Need-based self-help aid 
Merit aid 
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http://www.usnews.com/servlets/Co Works 

register for 
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N/A indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
**A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 
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/Classes taught by T As 
!Classes with under 20 students 
:Classes with 50+ students 
jAverage graduation rate 
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Students receiving: 
Need-based grants 
Need-based self-help aid 

!Students whose need was fully met !27% 
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Sorority members 
Students living off campus 38% 35% 3% 

sa,ve this 
search 

http://www.usnews.com/servlets/CoWorks 

register !or 
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NIA indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
**A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 
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!Private tuition and fees 
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Students living off campus 3% 39% 36% 3% 
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NIA indicates that the school did not provide data to U.S. News in a certain area, or that the data is not applicable 
to a particular school, such as in-state, or out-of-state tuition for private schools. 

*All financial aid data is based on the total number of undergraduates who applied for aid. 
•• A school is considered diverse if the minority population is greater than the national average of 17 percent. 


