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FAX FROM 

STEPHANIE SMITH KINNEY 
3607 Van Ness Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20008 
Tel: 202-431-1874 Fax: 202-2489636 

TO: Donna Hanousck 202 727-6072 

Re: Zoning Commission Case ll-02Aill-02 (UDC Master Plan) 

Attached is the.: teslimooy [propose to make lonight on behalf of myself and other 
concerned neighbors of UDC. I understand that I should fax this to you and also present 
15 copies to the Executive Secretary for the hearing this evening. r hope and trust that 
neighbors ofUDC wil1 finaHy get a chance to offer their views this evening s.inee,the )ast 
meeting wa.• totally dedicated to UDC and its self-serving presenlalion~·-. 

ZONING COMI\11SSION 
Oistrict of Columbia 

CASE f\00. /f-6~A 
EXIJIBIT NO. c:.2 (_p 
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STATEMENT TO ZONING COMMJSSION 
MAY25,l011 Case No.ll-20A/11-20 

PERTAINING TO UDC MASTER PLAN 
"OTHER OBJECTIONABLE CONDITIONS,, 

p.2 

My name is Stephanie Kinney and I live at 3607 Van Ness Street, within the 200 foot 
UDC impact zone. I teach a Maxwell School graduate courst! on Sustainability and 
Public: Policy.! am a strong advocate of quality education for District students and 
support needed maintenance and repairs at UDC, but I do not support 
unsustainable and misplaced priorities such as those envisioned in this Plan. 

The UDC Master Plan represents a grand vi" ion with no specifics. It is not a reaJ 
plan. A plan requires market and impact studies, empirical data and analysis and a 
!lound foundation based on actual demographic, e~onomic, fiscal and operational 
reality, all of which tbi~ Plan ignores in favor of "entitlements:• 

I find particularly "objectionable" the fact tbat homeowners like me in nearby 
neighborhoods, who for thirty years have paid UDC's bills with our taxes (unlike 
the case with other univc.rsitic~ in the District), are now being told that the only 
issues we c1m le~timately address here arc in scc.tion 210 of the zoning regulations: 
traffic, parking, noise, litter and other objectionable conditions. When the Zoning 
Commission approves other university Master Plans, the costs of executing those 
plans fall to those institutions and their students and alumni. Approval of U:Q£'s . 
Master Plan carries both short and long-term budgetary and tax eon.~equencei.,for 
its hardworking and fi"cd~income neighbors, as well a."i adverse impact on their·. 
quality of life. Why don't our concerns about vague visions, lack of specifics,. pas~ 
performance and misplaced budgetary priorities also count? · 

The attachment I am providing to you helps underscore the lack of any real S 
transparency and good faith engagement of neighbors in th~ development of the 
UDC Master Plan. Perhaps most symptomatic is the fact that on page 31 of the 
Plan's section 7 on Community Relations, UDC promises only 1o "c,ahuatc" the 
creation of a "university community task force." The lack of any real neighborhood 
engagement in preparing thi~~t pllUl -- notwithstanding unc~s bald-face 
misrcpresentatiou to the contrary in the fint hearing-- plus the demonstrated Jack 
of concern for adverse impact on near--by neighbors--including diplomatic missions­
- and the absence of any residential neighborhood impact study should be sufficient 
for the Commission to stay any decision tonight on both the Plan and the Student 
Center. Such ·a stay wou1d enable UDC and its neighbors to consider together the 
operational realities implicit in its vision. 

J fmd objectionable the Plan's consistent lack of evidence to back up its many 
.assertions. The Plan seems determined to ignore observable human behavior and 
experience in favor of social engineering theory aDd ••entitlement" in an effort to 
wish away problems like car and foot traffic, bad behavior, and longer-term 
maintenance and resource requircment11, the costs of which tax payers will 
inevitably be asked to sustain. Facile rbctorie to the contrary, tbis plan is nul 
sustainable, any more than a green ro()ffour stories up equals green space on tbe 
ground where people actually live and walk. 
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1 fmd objectionable the expenditure of $40 million dollarH on an 86,000 square foot 
Student Entertainmen~ Dining and Fitness Center, whjcb UDC Plan asserts is 
needed to '~rai."ie its standing in the academic arena!' This preo«upation with 
life.<iityle and bricks and mortar minus any e01piric:al justification is misplaced: On 
Emancipation Day in April, during a fifteen minnte conversation in wbich l was 
engaged with a UDC ~taffmembcr at tbc Main Entrance of' the uoiversi~· on 
Connecticut A. venue, five UDC students arrived at its front doon only to discover 
their passes had been dc..-ac::tivated for the day so they could not acccs~ the computer 
lab, the law library, and the financial assistance office. Priority dictates that we 
start with addrc~sin~ actual District student needs and support 8ervices, not tbose of 
the cUtist, tenured progenitor~ of this Plan~ 

The Master Vision proposed in UDC's Plan is unhooked from reality and 
into~icated with its own grandeur. Fo.- tbc rest of us who mu~t pay the bills and 
suffer its adverse impact in our neighborhoods, this is one stealthy turkt.-y of a Plan 
that is full of visions but no specifics. If approved and tbcrcby .allowed to roost ·- it 
will then expect you, me and my neighborhoods to feed and care for it forever. 
Think twice before drawing your responsibility too narrowly. And if you insist that 
parking and traffic arc the only issues, I, for one, would find this a very 
objectionable condition indeed. 
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UDC's IDEA OF NEIGHBORHOOD COMMUNJCATION 

If you know enough to Google UDC CAMPUS MASTBR PLAN, you cnn lind the FBBURARY S version 
of the Pl1111, which is buried wilhin the UDC website on th"' Facilities pa7:1e. As of 4/21/1 I. there is still no 
hint about the plan on the UDC Home Page. As of the same date, you will still m>t find a copy of the 
REVISED PLAN, released 4119111. However, the FadUties page will tell :you all about lhc extensive 
Community Communication efforts since last fall--- if you knew eoougb ro regularly monirorthat 
panicular page. That page lists aU the communication you never heard one word about bccl:l.l.L.•u: you do not 
blog or do You Tube or read the NW Current that closely--at lca.o;t until March 1:5: 

Fr:,om the UDC F aeiHties Page: 

Community Communication 

V11n 1116116 Campus Master Plan Is availabkt for your reviow and comment. CommunitY Meellngs are belllglle~ 10 explain Ul& plan ;~nd 
recGI\Ie comments from Dlslrictand area community members. 

• ANC Moetlng March 30., 2011 
o AIIIC Meeting Presentation 

• Community Meeting #4. January 18, 2011 @I &pm end JIIJJUBry 22, .2Dt1 ® 10am 
o Community Meetlrl!J.Announcement 

• Comm\JI'IIt»' Mooting 11!:1 • Ooe.m~r8, 2010 
a CommUflity Meeting Announcamanl 
c Community Meeting Presentation 

• Con\munlly MIH!llng ft.2- Nov&mbvr s, 2010 
c Commuruty Orlentauon Pres&ntauon 
o O~ploy Dwrds 
0 Comments Received 

• Communny Moetlng !1!1- oetollar 1B, 2010 
o Community Orientation Presentalicn 

Share Your Comments 

To send us your own comments. please go lo the M3s1ar Pllln- Subm1t Your Commenls page. 

You may view the comments already submitted on the M~!'ller f'l;ms Commenl!i page. 

FROM GOOGLE: in addition to the Feb Plan PDF, you find the following, when you know 
enough to search for UDC MASTER PLAN: 

UDC Master Plan 

E -2 min- Jan 11, ?.011- Uplo~ded by UmversityofDC 
Officials from the Univ~rsity of the Dfstnct of Columbia have been taking public 
input about the university's plans to expand its presence at its ••• 

Ill www. you tube com/Watch?v:;;2VmenMxneVU 

2. The Van Ness Blog: UDC Invites Community Input on Campus Master Pran 
Oct 19, 2010 ••• A land-grant university, UDC was established before a master plan was 
required. The city now requires the school to produce one, ••• 
thevannessblog .blogspot.com/ ... ludc-holds-community-meeting-on-campus. htm I - Cached 

3. The Van Ness Blog: UDC To Host Campus Master PJan Community ... 
Dec 7, 2010 ... The University of the District of Columbia (UDC) will hold its third campus master 
plan community meeting at 6:00p.m. on Wednesday, ... 
thevannessblog.blogspot.com/ .. ./udc-to-host-campus-master-plan.html ·· C~ched 



May2511 05:00p stephanie Kinney 2022489363 

District of Coiumbia (DC} Public Colleges (CilHngo slo.'itej 

Compare Against Other States 

n=54Siates 

Smlc 

Sort 
.. 

llfaba!U (AU 

,alglsi{A!Sl 

Arllona fAZ) 

Adspnys (A8) 

Cilllfpm!a (CAl 

Co!gradg (CQ} 

CQDnectJCid 

um 

Geom!o(GAl 

.GuamrGUl 

HawallfHIJ 

h:hjhp IIDJ 

IU!nol! DLl 

lndl!lfl& ONJ 

lqwg(IAl 

Kanua(IC$) 

Kmtucky oro 
t,.Qu!slang cy> 

Mal!!! (ME) 

MsMapd lMD) 

Completion 8 Pmwess:Dn 

GradLJa!icn 
, 

First-year ! ralc retention rate 
I 

Rate 1. 1· Rank n Rate II~ Rank 

47.2% I 35 75.8 % J/34 

25.4 % , 52 74.3 % ,. 40 

55.9% 119 78.3% #25 

40.2% it46 71.8% 1M3 

63.3% ./17 84.9% #7 

55.5% 128 76.0% #33 

71.5% #1 85.2% i/5 

7..9% #54 56.6% #54 

59.9% -811 88.7'% #2 

49.6~ 1/31 

25.4"' ' 52 65.6 "" t 53 

47.2% 136 76.2% #32 

32.9% #50 07.1% 152 

59.1 % I 14 80.3% #16 

54.0 "" p 25 77 .!i "(., ., 213 

39.2 ~ 4J 49 83.3 % t 10 

53.6% ~~ ?5.2% #38 

45.5% -# 42 73.7% , 42 

E1ficinncy 

Co~t per 
sluclenl (FTE) 

Cost II Al'.lnk .· 

$15,038 #20 

$19,738 16 

$12,609 . 131 

$9,089 #~ 

$16,772 il8 

$13,689 l/t24 

$22,826 # 1 

$21,866 12 

$21,137 #3 

$11,122 #47 

$10,171 #52 

$11,388 J/44 

$19,744 45 

$10,925 #48 

$15,754 #17 

$15,318 (t19 

$14,702 ., 'Z2. 

$12,364 IJ 35 

Pmductivi!y 

Cost p0r degree Co~>t of attrition ' 

Cost II AEif1.k •. . c~~~ IJ f=lank: 

$63.72D #21 #10 

$121,832 # 2 $11.0m N48 

#2D 

$42,9111 itS'l :li27.Bm 

561.569 1123 S&l9m -If. 11 

lli85,823 115 $24.Am ./1 3S 

$89.799 It 3 $14.5m i/44 

$124,490 Ill 

S49.3m ill' 11t 

$44,'125 It 50 $54. 0m #16 

$1.9m #53 

S17,397 19 $11.1m 

$55,168 #31 $21.Dm IJ 37 

$57,061 .fJ 29 S79.2Jn #B 

$68,835 I 13 $97 ..3m #6 

$&1 ,506 If 24 $25.7m 

S51.0B5 -# 45 $38.2m #24 

$55,036 # 34 $55.7m #14 

39.5% 148 72.6%- #45 $12.176 #37 $&1,209 #26 S542m 

50.3% #30 72.7% -1144 $1'1,903 t39 $56.857 #30 $14.Bm 

62.6% #S 82.4% ~ 13 $16,#5 t 10 $611,571 # 19 ~.3m 

p.1 

I Gainful 
Employment 

Studon! loan 
det<;ult rats 

~-

Rate · Rank. ~ 
\ '·' . . . :. 

7.2% #7 

5.3% #14 

5.6% Jt32 

9.1% 

2.4% #47 

5..3% II 15 

4.6% #20 

3.4% #38 

4.1 "*' 125 

10.4% 111 

2.8% 143 

4.6 'Yo if 19 

3.4% 1137 

4.1% #26 

2.0% -# 4a 

3.7% . lf29 

6.4% #10 

8.1% 13 

5.2% #16 

4.2% #24 


