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Legal Standard 

"Use as a college or university shall be located so that 
it is not likely to become objectionable to neighboring 
property because of noise, traffic, number Qf 
students, or other objectionable conditions" 

11 DCMR §210.2 

(emphasis added.) 
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Existing Objecti na le Conditions 
Must be Addressed 

" ... the University's approach amounts to: 'Even if 
present conditions under the 1990 Campus Plan in the 
neighboring communities are intolerable, the Board 
must approve the 2000 Plan unless it is likely to make 

those conditions considerably worse.' We reject such a 
reading of the regulations as altogether unreasonable. 

President and Directors of Georgetown College v. 
District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, 837 
A.2d 58, 65 n.7 (D.C. 2003) 

(emphasis added.) 
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The Com rehensive Plan Must be 
Considered 

"Balancing University Growth and Neighborhood 
Needs .... Discourage university actions that would 
adversely affect the character or quality of life in 
surrounding residential areas." 

"Student Housing. Encourage the provision of on­
campus student housing in order to reduce college 
and university impacts on the housing stock in 
adjacent neighborhoods." 

The Comprehensive Plan. EDU -3.3 CollegesJ 

UniversitiesJ and Neighborhoods (10 DCMR §1214) 

(Emphasis added.) 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-32

127

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-32

127

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-32

127



RO 'N,' 

iNW 

PS!.._W 

T St 

,.. 
ResefVOII' Rd N ;\ 

.. 
GU Campus Plan 2010 

p._""i"''N 
~rltl\"-t«'~' 

CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
of G EORGETOWN 

• B.:~ • 
t l 

CITIZE AS .. 
.. 

• 
·<.· • 

.. 

"""'f V"! r· 1 ... 

• ... "' 

-. St tl'•'• 

H 

11 

... 

• E • 

.... 
~ ..... 

5. 

·~·-
~ c s• ,.h ... .,. 
~ 

P St r...,'J 

P s· sw 

0 St NIJ 

o s,•.w 
Ovn:bartofl $! "'W 

'U -
"-
T 
j .. 
~ 

~ 

~ ... .,. 
?> Prll<.P. cl :)t I,,', 5 

I.") 

) • 

z 
> 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-32

127

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-32

127

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 10-32

127



A BRIEF HISTORY OF GU 2000 
CAMPUS PLAN 
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Enrollment Growth 
GU estimated their total student population would 
not grow past 10,000 by the year 2010. 

Enrollment passed 14,000, and still growing. 
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GU projected that the new SW Quad buildings would 
reduce the off-campus students population and 
restore at least 135 (or 75%) group rentals back to 
single family homes. 

There are more students living off-campus and more 
group rentals now than in 2000, before the SW Quad 
was built. 

We should have 45 "group homes" ... 

We have more than 220! 
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Student Residences, Fall 2010 

Undergraduates 

Graduates 

Total 

West 
Georgetown 

173 

62 

236 

Burleith Total 

102 275 

89 152 

191 427 

Source: Georgetown University Pre-hearing Submission, Ex B, p.9 
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We are very close to the point where 
our community ceases to be a viable 
R-3 residential area with a ''family-life 
environment" (11 DCMR §302.1). 
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Fewer Group Rentals is 
Good for the Community 

"Our belief is that a stronger and more pronounced 
single family homeowner occupied neighborhood is 
likely to increase property values, not decrease them, 
by the increased desirability of the community that 
will result." 

Lewis Bolan testimony before BZA 
June 13, 2000- Page 115 
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Fewer Group Rentals is 
Good for the District 

"On average this conversion from rental status to 
owner occupied status will be financially very 
advantageous to the District of Columbia." 

GU's experts estimated that each house converted 
back from student group rental to owner occupied will 
generated $7,400 (approx. $10,000 in 2011 money) in 
additional sales and income tax for the District. 

Lewis Bolan testimony before BZA 
June 13, 2000- Page 114 ZONING COMMISSION
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Fewer Group Renta ls is 
Goad for the University 

Of the universities identified by Georgetown as its top competitors, most house 
more students and rank higher. 

I 
. . Total %of Students US News 

nst1tut1on 
Undergrads Housed Rank 

Princeton U. 4895 98°/o 1 

Harvard U. 6667 97°/o 1 

Stanford U. 6504 89°/o 4 

Yale U. 5254 88°/o 3 

Dartmouth College 4101 85°/o 11 

Duke U. 6468 81 °/o 10 

Brown U. 5870 79°/o 16 

Georgetown U. 6806 73°/o 23 

U. of Pennsylvania 9514 62°/o 4 

Cornell U. 13846 57°/o 15 ZONING COMMISSION
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GU 200 Campus Plan 

GU promised that their new off-campus programs 
and code of conduct would mitigate the negative 
impacts on the community. 

The University has violated the Campus Plan Order by 
tolerating student misbehavior that it pledged to 
address. 
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GU Student Noise is an 
Objectionable Condition 

• Transient noise: Students seems to enjoy screaming when 
walking by residences ... until 4am. 

• Party noise: Alcohol fueled parties at student group houses 
keep neighbors of an entire block awake, use police resources, 
sometimes degenerate into vandalism. 

• House noise: Incompatible life styles and living arrangements 
have a negative impact without the need for a party. 

• The vast majority of noise-related incidents are not reported. 
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911 Calls in 2010 vs. 2000 
for 0 ST NW 

37TH 36TH 35TH 34TH 33RD 31ST 30TH 29TH 28TH 27TH 
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911 Ca lls in 2006 
After 16 Years of OCSL and 6 Years of SNAP 

700 

600 +----- -- - -- -

500 

400 

OCSL =Georgetown University 

Office of Off Campus Student 
Life. Est. 1990 

SNAP = Student Neighborhood 

Assistance Program. Est . 2000 

1 SNAP Car 
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911 Cal ls in 2010 

After 20 Years of OCSL and 10 Years of SNAP 
700 

600 

500 

400 

300 

200 

100 

0 
2006 2010 

OCSL =Georgetown University 

Office of Off Campus Student 
Life. Est. 1990 

SNAP= Student Neighborhood 
Assistance Program. Est. 2000 

1 SNAP Car 

For 2010 GU added: 

2nd SNAP Car 

3 Police Cars 

2 Community Advisors 
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Residents lose Parking Spaces to 
Georgetown University's Students 

"The University recognizes that some University 
parkers find parking on nearby neighborhood streets. 

II 

••• 

GU Traffic Study- Exhibit J 

46 page traffic study tells us what GU needs. 
But ignores neighborhood impact. 

• How many cars use residential parking? 

• How many cars drive in/out of the neighborhood? 
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Too Many Cars Without GU/GUH 
Parking- Take Spaces from Residents 

Continuing Study 62% 480 

Graduate Students 24% 1,144 

Undergraduate students (off campus) 18% 215 

University Faculty/Staff 51% 2,449 

Hospital Employees [1] 61% 2,632 

Less available parking [2] -2,513 

Cars left in the neighborhood 4,407 

[1] GUH Transportation Management Study, Exhibit 8, page 15 
[2] GU Transportation report, page 20 and GUH Transportation Study, page 20 
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