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From: wksla@aol.com <wksla@aal.com>
To: wksla@aol.com T ‘
Subject: RE: Opposition to Georgetown University Campus Plan 2010-2020 Case Np. 10-32 ’
Date: Mon, Jun 20, 2041 4:01 pm L8] o

June 20, 2011

D.C. Zoning Commission
441 4th Strest NW, Suite 210
Washington, DC 20001

RE: Opposition to Georgetown University Campus Plan 2010-2020 Case No. 10-32
Dear Zoning Commissioners:

The Friends of Glover Archbold Park and the GAP Watershed Group opposes
Goeorgetown University's proposal to build a loop road overlooking Glover Archbold
Park as part of their 2010 campus plan.

The Friends of Glover Archbold Park has been organizing park/wetiand cleanups,
invasive plant removals, bird walks and storm drain markings for many years. We
have partnered with the National Park Service, the Center for Urban Ecology, the
District's Department of Environment, the Alice Ferguson Foundation, the Audubon
Naturalist Society, Georgetown University's Eco Action, American University's Eco
Sense, George Washington University's Green GW and FORCE. We recently
formed the GAP Watershed Group to address issues that occur outside the park
which impact Foundry Branch and Glover Archbold Park. Last year more than 80
volunteers helped cleanup one of the designated wetlands in Glover Archbold. This
year, sixty eighth graders from Saint Albans School organized a garlic mustard

pull and became Stream Team Monitors. Our long term goals include installing
"green streets” on the edge of the park and daylighting Foundry Branch.

We are especially concerned that Georgetown University plans to build the
proposed loop road on the old service road that collapsed twice in the past four
years, dumping rubble and sediments into Glover Archbold Park and Foundry
Branch. This was supposed to be an engineered slope in a scenic easement.
There are now signs of the steep engineered slope failing in a third location.
Where will the GUTS buses go when the slope fails again. What is Georgetown
University's Plan B?

We have worked with several Georgetown University faculty members who use
Glover Archbold Park as their outdoor classroom. They also oppose the proposed
loop road. We would like to invite you to see one of the last remaining natural areas
on the Georgetown University campus, near the observatory, adjacgnt{e GlomepiON
Archbold Park. This natural area will be destroyed if the proposed logprirod@#ymd?
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approved and built - the mature trees will be cut down and the slope will be
extensively regraded. The noise, traffic and exhaust fumes from the GUTS buses
will negatively impact the Glover Archbold Park visitor's experience.

As a landscape architect with more than 25 years experience working with some of
the top firms and architects in the area, ! know there are several viable alternatives
that are less expensive and more sustainable than the proposed loop road. The
least expensive alternative is a bus turnaround in front of the Lombardi Canter
Center. In the 2010 campus plan, Georgetown University proposes to move the
large congcrete retaining wall on the west side of West Drive. By simply building this
retaining wall another 20-30 feet to the west, a bus turnaround with a 40 foot turning
radius is possible. This environmentally friendly bus turnaround could incorporate
permeable paving, rain gardens, native plantings and parking for 8-10 cancer
patients. Another alternative is a clockwise loop road, which would better serve the
Georgetown University community. This route could use existing infrastructure - go
up West Road, turn right at the Lombardi Cancer Center and go down Tondorf
Drive. GUTS bus riders would have just 400-600 feet to walk to bus stops on
Tondorf Drive, as opposed to 1,000-1,200 feet to bus stops on West Road in
Georgetown University's current proposal.

The District's Comprehensive Plan recommends protecting these narrow green
ribbons of parkland and stream valley parks. Glover Archbold Park shares a unique
history - Rachel Carson brought her students here in the 1950s when she was
writing Silent Spring, a major tuming point in the environmental movement. We
like to invite our volunteers to walk in Rachel Carson's footsteps. We invite you to
do the same and oppose the loop road. The proposed loop road is a step in the
wrong direction.

We ask the members of the Zoning Commission to oppose Georgetown University's
proposed loop road and to ask Georgetown University to consider more sustainable
alternatives.

Respectfully,

£as

Kent Slowinski
GAP Watershed Group
Friends of Glover Arhcbold Park
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NEAL FITZPATRICK AND KENT SLOWINSKI WASHINGTON

How neighbors put the squeeze
on D.C.’s national parks

The latest threat comes from a
plan by Georgetown University to
run shuttle buses along the meep,
wegtern boundary of (s campus
aburdng Glover Archbold
in an arm of Rock Creek Park.
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Conservationlst Rachel Carsun, center, and others tour D.C.% Glover
Archbold Park in 1963
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community or & bus turnaround
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see. These include homeowners
“borrowing” parkland for swim-
ming pools or home aaditlons —
Dot to meation the coustant dump-
ing of wwsh and yard waste jnto
steam valley ravines Federal and
city officials had to go to court in
2009 w ger one homeowner o
remove a 400-foot-long wall on the
edge of Battery hmhlc Park, as-
other Purk Service o
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gotiations continue about a partic-
ularly lovasive plan thar would
hawe cul down 60 mature oees, and
destroyed breeding pools for am-
phiblans tn build 11 houses by Rock
Creek Park, on the Montgomecy
County line near East-West High-
way. Thou;hmeondml clear-cut
prop has been hesded off by &
residents group and the Park Ser-
vice, the propeésty ownaers haven't
publicly abandoned their goal of
building on the edgs of the park.
The public should keep these
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bus loop aburting Glover Archbold
Park, and recall that the university
also wants to muscle jts way Lnto
C&Q Canal National Historieal
Park by bullding a giant boathouse
on the Capital Crescent Trall, just
west of Xey Bridge. Thast's also Na-
tional Park Service property.
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the Audubon Naturalist Society. Kent
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