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From: wksla@aol.com <Wksla@aol.com> 
To: wk&la@aol.com 

Subject: RE: Opposition to Georgetown University Campus Plan 2010-2020 Case Np, 1Q..32 
Date: Mon. Jun 20, 2011 4:01 pm £} .'. , 

June 20, 2011 

D.C. Zoning Commission 
441 4th Street NW, Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Opposition to Georgetown University Campus Plan 2010~2020 Case No. 10-32 

Dear Zoning Commissioners: 

The Friends of Glover Archbold Park and the GAP Watershed Group opposes 
Georgetown University•s proposal to build a loop road overlooking Glover Archbold 
Park as part of their 201 0 campus plan. 

The Friends of Glover Archbold Park has been organizing park/wetland cleanups, 
invasive plant removals, bird walks and storm drain markings for many years. We 
have partnered with the National Park Service, the Center for Urban Ecology, the 
District's Department of Environment, the Alice Ferguson Foundation, the Audubon 
Naturalist Society, Georgetown University's Eco Action, American University•s Eco 
Sense, George Washington University's Green GW and FoRCE. We recently 
formed the GAP Watershed Group to address issues that occur outside the park 
which impact Foundry Branch and Glover Archbold Park. Last year more than 80 
volunteers helped cleanup one of the designated wetlands in Glover Archbold. This 
year, sixty eighth graders from Saint Albans School organized a garlic mustard 
pull and became Stream Team Monitors. Our long term goals include installing 
"green streets .. on the edge of the park and daylighting Foundry Branch. 

We are especially concerned that Georgetown University plans to build the 
proposed loop road on the old service road that collapsed twice in the past four 
years, dumping rubble and sediments into Glover Archbold Park and Foundry 
Branch. This was supposed to be an engineered slope in a scenic easement. 
There are now signs of the steep engineered slope failing in a third location. 
Where wilt the GUTS buses go when the slope fails again. What is Georgetown 
University's Plan B? 

We have worked with several Georgetown University faculty members who use 
Glover Archbold Park as their outdoor classroom. They also oppose the proposed 
loop road. We would like to invite you to see one of the fast remaining natural areas 
on the Georgetown University campus, near the observatory, adjac~~~~ a:J~I<?N 
Archbold Park .. This natural area will be destroyed if the proposed l®prtroa~<i&'mb!a 
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approved and built - the mature trees will be cut down and the slope will be 
extensively regraded. The noise, traffic and exhaust fumes from the GUTS buses 
will negatively impact the Glover Archbold Park visitor•s experience. 

As a landscape architect with more than 25 years experience working with some of 
the top firms and architects in the area, I know there are several viable alternatives 
that are less expensive and more sustainable than the proposed loop road. The 
least expensive alternative is a bus turnaround in front of the Lombardi Canter 
Center. In the 2010 campus ptan, Georgetown University proposes to move the 
large concrete retaining wall on the west side of West Drive. By simply building this 
retaining wall another 20-30 feet to the west, a bus turnaround with a 40 foot turning 
radius is possible. This environmentally friendly bus turnaround could incorporate 
permeable paving, rain gardens, native plantings and parking for 8-10 cancer 
patients. Another alternative is a clockwise loop road, which would better serve the 
Georgetown University community. This route could use existing infrastructure. go 
up West Road, tum right at the Lombardi Cancer Center and go down Tondorf 
Drive. GUTS bus riders would have just 400-600 feet to walk to bus stops on 
Tondorf Drive, as opposed to 1,000-1,200 feet to bus stops on West Road in 
Georgetown University•s current proposal. 

The District•s Comprehensive Plan recommends protecting these narrow green 
ribbons of parkland and stream valley parks. Glover Archbold Park shares a unique 
history - Rachel Carson brought her students here in the 1950s when she was 
writing Silent Spring, a major tuming point in the environmental movement. We 
like to invite our volunteers to walk in Rachel Carson's footsteps. We invite you to 
do the same and oppose the loop road. The proposed loop road is a step in the 
wrong direction. 

We ask the members of the Zoning Commission to oppose Georgetown University•s 
proposed loop road and to ask Georgetown University to consider more sustainable 
alternatives. 

Respectfully f 

K~S~k. ent IOWJnS I 

GAP Watershed Group 
Friends of Glover Arhcbold Park 

httn·//m~iJ ~nl r.nm/1~Rf17-111/aol-1/en-us/roail!PrintMessage.aspx 6/20/2011 
Z0 39~d SM3~QN~ 909vLEEZ0Z EE:v0 !00Z/0t/E0 



atbt Wttsbingt~n post 
%:..~...-oc::;.~.:-== ~~":L.""'!t' -e=.--=:-=--r-~..: ·~~-~~ 

. . - ....... . 
S\JlltDAY. JUNE ~. 2011 

Local OPINIONS 
--------·-------

WltlnfaaU. 
Local ~Jooe. e PI- for c:Omtnelll.a'Y I bOut where ...e live. Is Jooklnt for SUilmiUIO~ ot 300 to 500 words 011 
UneiY locbl t.Oplea. SubmiiQon& IT'&dllnc:IUOe ~~~~me,~~~-- add...ss .,..d pnaM number. •nd !hey 
Will be edilad IOI"bnlollty and CCarity. To SUtlrnll yoAIIIRic:M, PiNM&O to wMIII~coll1/l,.,.plllioM. 

How neighbors put the squeeze 
on D.C.'s national parks 

Wh«< we IDtU ot D&IUral pla.cu 
1D ~- ba¥alS for wGd· 
life, ADCtUiriel ol ecolaOcaJ intec­
~~ODa&vpeopJ.-'dA& 
a calm reo..t - ..,.. ae w\IAil)r 
retemna!XIouroational~. 
1oclt ~k Patte, the ~ CaDal 
aDd ~ AQI>dlc Ovclme 
a.re amooc the c:buUbed olater 
th.u~ oiW~ 
nWia hew ~ to e$Y t11J:11R 

, and ftnd mllef from AOise lllld coo­
c:me. WbUt die dty ~ twve 1111-
JII~RlWI additional nel&bborbood 
l)&tk&, II\DIIt otdlem are IM1Dt&lnacl 
by th~: n.c. ~for rea-ea. 
tloo and other hlah·lnwuhy \I.IU. 

BntUICl'Oedlmtllt 011 tile oadoo-

111 l)al;b' corrldon at laod and - · 
tu II &II M~ cl&ll&u ID Ill 
urban ~ llk.t WuhJ.octoo. l.o­
fdcw:IODol, ~ int.a'lla 
1114 ~Ill CO!IailJuteto I 
1\Md) l<la ot I&Dd and ~­
ment Of theM pa.rb' IDJ.ecdey, 1b 
malle - -. &II 11Ddte· 
ltlfted N•liooal Parlt ScnU:t eun 
ldeoluauty poUce aod ddtn4 theM 
propenicc. 
n. Lt.teat thrut come. from a 

plaA bY ~town Uohoe:nfty to 
rw1 lhuale ~ alooc tbe Nq~, 
wwtem bolmdaly ot Itt c:t.111p11o1 
lbllabli Glow:r Arcbbokl l'alk, 
whldlll &a anQ ollloc.k Crwk Pt.rk. 
Tile Wl.l~ projecll l\lll.DIDa 
w t.- cl&lq. ~ tbroaP 
Pridly. wblcll ccuJd brillf tbe wJU. 
clela.Jooc cbe '*" about ~ ~ 
111 bour - a bul ~ sv, IIWiutM. 
So mncb lot peuot aod 1l:al)qlli.Ojty 
in Glo\w An:bbol4. 

With dill plan, Geot-r;etowD II 
11\SU!inl QD wiDe • Jenlt.e road 
dw nriee bu ~ lniiO tbe 
park beaau.c of I&Wty t~IIHrina, 
~Mdimanllloi.O~ 
llr&llcb aDd lba Pol«!* &.!WI'. Tile 
road "It sbowiDc 111m ot tauiQ& 
aplo. bllt~otlidab~&ll 

EB 39tld 

~oal.tt&lldocle&duo, -'«, 111111 OOcn IXIVD..C.'II m­
~J'Uklll 1JQ.. 

lllcenwe intimal loop roa4 that 
would belUt _,. tM nudc.ot 
COGitiUlJiir:f or a bul t11maround 
oear me Lombardi C&ocu Center 
will D1X wurtc. 1be NadooaJ Park 
Semce. wbile llllhappy. lfll"t c.oo­
IIWlll& Gtoq;ewwn'a propo.aL 
Tbe~ ofGiowr Arch­

bold II weU-1<Down to ru~tunJuta. It 
wu tbe w ot • loca-tenft btrd 
breedl4a cmaue tpealba&ded b)' 
lllviJ"ooment.allat R-athel ca.moo 
'Wtl1le 11M wu a rttldalt or tbt 
WubinatOD UN. 

Bot Glmu Arc.bbo\cl Ia jult tbe 
lal1llt uample. Othtt na!IOII&l 
wldandl lllNd;y b&vt been am· 
~ COIIlJlCOJ»IItd..Aboct lO 7U11 
1&0. I clftelopec bepD work OD & 
DIOHtoey ~ I;Ompia at 
tho comer ol CoazMcneut A~ 
&Dd md~ Street. bofderlDa lhc 
J4elvill ff&atD lrihllW)' ol Jloc.k 
Cnt~ hdt. Deepk6 thla h1PlY vi-

.._ 1biM illcludt bomeo"to~Dtn 
'"borrow!~ p&Blud lor rwim· 
IIIlA& poolt or bome &ddiUoD.I -
DOl 10 IDCIII10D the tlliUWII dllmp­
iDC of vub &od )'U'(I want Jllto 
s-Y&lky ravloee. l"cdenl &lid 
d ty ollcW. b.d to co to cou.n La 
20()g to I t ! OM hCMeDWIIU 10 
rt&IIOvt&406-fooWooa MlJ OD ~ 
edp of B.tucy Kamble l'1tk ao· 
oe•~ h.rlt llenl<le t>rcoen!'-

10 uolhtr bouoduy dilpu~.e, ne­
t:oiW!otu oonunue about a pank­
uJarly IDYU!~ pill\ lhu would 
hew C\lt down 60 1111nre crtea, &lid 
dNa-oyed brtecliii,C poolt lor am­
Pill"bU.D.I tn build 11 boiUa by l.oclt 
Cnielc l'aric, on the loCODqQIIIet)' 
Cowley line our Eas1-Wen Hllb· 
way. "ThollPJ !be o~ Cleu<ut 
oi"Oj)O$altw bMD bad.c4 oil" by • 
tuldtniS lrQIIp and lhe l'ult lltr• 
Yb. tba propeny OWl)8l'l bawo't 
publicly abln4oacd lhelf pl ot 
buUoliii,C Oll.lh.e e4e ol the pt.~IL 

'!be puiii\C lhoo.ld ltoep tbeae 
cue~ 1D nWI4 u ~ tJ'nl. 
venit1 prepateJ IU ~ JllW" f.-­
but loop abnamc Gl<n'llr Arebbo14 
Patlt. Uld reetll tlw tile uolwnJv 
a.lJo W&DII to mD.ICie b flta.J IDto 
~ Canal N&dooal H.Lrtorteel 
fvt by bulldi~~& a cWn bo.uboule 
OD the Capital Cr-t 'n"ll1, Jatt 
-of~ Bridp. lbat'a &1Jo Na· 
lioolll l'Nk SeMce propav. 

OD Moo~ lllalu. lbt D.C. ltoD· 

toe oomm1.1e1oo wm bold 1u aoa1 
b~ OD OeorptOWIJ Univu­
aty\ p1a.n. Tbe NA~Soru~l Pvlt s.­
Yiee Qllltt be lllOnl Yldllult 1UI4 
wortt wnb co~ nailbbon 
IDd elec\ed ofii<:W. to 4mDd our 
natioDal ptdc AD=atitt ID tbe 
DbQ1cl. 

Neet 1'11zo1111ck ia txee~Pw Orrtelot ot 
lht Audubon NI!\Halllol Sociuy K.nt 
Slowo.,.i lll ~ IICMID!y~ 
commissioner for Wt$Jey Hli8Jlta.. 

!iB!iPLEElBl 




