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UnfortunatE!Iy I am unable to be pres>ent in early June to present my testimony to the commission, but I 

appreciate ~;nowing thalt you do read all the letters that are sent in t1~ support the Burleith Citizen's 

Association case against Georgetown University's 2010 Campus Plan. 

I am a Georgetown grad1uate and I have been living at 3618 T Street iin Burleith for13 years. I 'testified 10 

years ago before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, about the same pmblems I am presenting today. 

And, even though GU pn:>mised to mclke things better ten years ago, nothing has changed, ra1ther, things 

have gotten worse. 

Each year, sc1metimes each semester, I gE!t a different batch of students. Whether or not I can enjoy 

living in my neighborhood depends to> a g:reat extent on the behavior of the students in the homes on 

my street and the street behind me. Whether a particular batch of students are party animals or not, the 

homes they lease are always in bad shape, unkempt, weeds take over the bushes, lawns are rarely 

mowed, and the back aiiE!ys are a havc~n for rats. Students seem incapable of properly closing up their 

trash in a bag so it doesn''t fall out and: make the bins a stinking, slopi>Y, mess. 

It seems we «lire increasingly being dominated by a transient group of residents who have no r•eason to 

invest in establishing good relationshitps, developing community roots, keeping houses and yards in 

decent shape, in short, b1~ing a sustainable part of the neighborhood. Our single family homes are slowly 

being transformed into group rental housing, resulting in a loss in thE! continuity of communitv that has 

defined the fabric of this neighborhood for decades. 

I'm not suggesting that the students are intentionally trying to make our lives miserable. The~· are just 

unaware. ThE!Y roam the streets in large, drunken groups. They hoot and screech and speak at volumes, 

needed to communicate with someone at the other end of the street rather than someone ri@:ht next to 

them. The large gatherings in the back yards create a sense of surround sound of drinking games and 

party noise. This is a regular occurrenc:e on weekend nights as well as; during the week; the nic:er the 

weather, the more numerous the parties, so you can't leave your window open on a lovely sp:ring or fall 

evening. Locating the house and calling SNAP or the police (a complete waste of resources) to shut 

down a partv· is a long process that always results in a time-consumin,g, noisy departure, with the 

students being completel:y oblivious to their disruptiveness of their exit. 

I had one experience- during the wec!k- where I heard a very loud conversation in the early rnorning 

hours that just wouldn't go away. I finally went to the window and it turns out a couple studEmts had 

decided to make themselves at home sitting on my patio chairs, right under my window- and of courses 

-talking and laughing very loudly like it was the middle of the day. This is what I mean by una,ware, and 

thoughtless·- it just woulld not occur to them that maybe someone liived in that house who was trying to 

sleep. Or if it did, they jwst did not care. 
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In addition to these issues, we also have to deal with rnoving vans on our streets three times a year, 

when '''Emergency No Parkin3" signs pop up at the last second, resulting in parking tickets when the 

there is inadequate notice (72 hours) which ticketing officers are unaware of. It took me almost one full 

ye<Jr to get rid of a $75 ticket. 

The univer~ity's policies of very strict anti-noise, anti-parties, antl·drinldng poll des, combined with 

expensive and insufficient on-campus hOLtSing (which I understand has no cooking facilities for 

students), forces many students off campus and in particular those students who want to party, drink 

and be noisy, It is cornplt:;tely unfair of GU to continue to benefit from increased tuition while 

encouraging there most unruly, inconsiderate students off campos. SNAP is ineffective and l don't feel it 

should be my responsibility to always be calling the pollee, wasting public resources to dose down a 

loud party. And the fa.ct is, most of the disturbances come from wandering students- which we cannot 

do anything abouL 

Some neighbors have supporh!d the plan, saying all you need to do is talk to the students to let them 

know why their noise or trash is unpleasant, and eventually they learn to behave bettec Howt~ver, tny 

job is not to train students to become grown ups and learn how to consider others around them, ! 

already have a full time job and when I come home I don't want to spend my time trying to convince 
them that they need to keep the noise down etc This is because it is not effective for the most part, 

and .r~ven if it was, I'd have to do this semester after semester, with each new batch of students, Also, 

with respect to those few neighbors who don't find students a problem, who have testified in support of 

the GU Plan, 1 would enr.ourage you to inquire what connections they have with GU officials who are 

invoh.sed with, and have a great stake in promoting the plan, The testimony of friends of this thest; 

officials should not be admissible in court 

Let me finish by saying t am no1: against all students, I've met some very fine young people in OC and 

throt1ghout the world. I've lived in plenty of neighborhoods bordering universities with no problems. 

However, unlike other universi1t1es, Georgetown seems unable or unwilling to take the necessary steps 

to effectively address student misconduct and to provide adequate, reasonably priced student housing. 

As a result of this trend, I have been having seriously considering selling my home. GU promised to 

make things better in 2000- If anything,. It's worse, Until they live up to their promises frmn 20!)(J, I see 

no neason why we should believe any of their promises in 2010. 

Thank you for listening to mv CilSe. 

~ithbes.t.t?ga rds, 
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