
Testimony for Britney Crawford 
Zoning Commission Hearing 
Georgetown University Campus Plan 
May 16,2011 

Good evening. My name is Britney Crawford and I am here to tell you about all that 
Georgetown University has done for me and peers over the years. I am a native 
Washingtonian, who was raised in, and currently resides in Ward 7. 

Georgetown University entered my life when several of their students visited my 6th 
grade class at Ron Brown Middle School. The students had been selected and trained as 
facilitators to visit designated schools in DC twice a week as part of an early college 
awareness program called Kids2College. During the 6-week program, we had an 
opportunity to ask questions about college and to hear about their personal experiences of 
college life, pre-college accomplishments, and career interests. Additionally, the program 
allowed us to explore careers and the educational requirements necessary to reach our 
career goals. It concluded with a day-long visit to Georgetown's campus and the Shadow 
Day Experience, where students, faculty, and staff from Ron Brown toured Georgetown 
University's campus, participated in a scavenger hunt, met GU faculty and staff who 
talked about their college experiences, attended seminars, and had lunch with some 
university staff and students. 

When I entered ih grade, Georgetown University stayed with me. I participated in their 
Schiff Scholars College Preparation Program (now known as the Meyers Institute for 
College Preparation or MICP) and continued with this incredible journey until I 
graduated from high School- and even into my freshmen year at Howard University. 
The program, which started in 1989, is designed to provide comprehensive support to DC 
Public Schools students in Ward 7 from middle school through high school, and to 
empower them to graduate from high school and succeed in college. But it does so much 
more than that. It not only helped me academically, but also taught me the value of hard 
work and discipline. 

The impact of Georgetown's program is immeasurable for students, like me, who might 
not have graduated from high school and certainly would not have considered college. In 
2004, I graduated from Martha Washington Vocational School in the District and 
attended Howard University, where I received a Bachelor of Science degree in political 
science. This was a milestone in my family because I was the first to attend and graduate 
from college. I am now employed as an archivist with the National Archives, and I am 
currently attending the University of Maryland seeking a Master's degree in Information 
Technology. None of this would have been possible without the individualized attention 
and support I received from Georgetown University's staff, students and faculty. My 
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experience at Georgetown University completely prepared me for the rigors of college 
and my current success in the work world. 

I was also exposed to the world outside of my Ward 7 community. We were treated to 
cultural experiences to help broaden our worlds. In 9th grade, we spent a week in Belize, 
which really helped improve our Spanish. I couldn't believe I was actually visiting a 
place outside of the United States! Of course it was my first time out of the country and 
it was an experience that I will never forget. As a result I was motivated to do 6-months 
study abroad to Ecuador when I was a college student. 

More than anything else, I value the mentoring Georgetown's staff provided to my family 
for the duration of the 6-year program; especially when I applied for college. They 
guided my mother and me through the entire process of seeking the best educational 
opportunities available. They offered assistance with the college applications, helped 
identify and narrow down financial aid opportunities, and even took the students on a 
college tour. 

Georgetown University is a special place for me and all the students who completed the 
Schiff Scholars Program or Myers Institute for College Preparation over the years. I now 
have an opportunity to give back to the program which has given me so much. I 
currently teach history to MICP students every Saturday and I volunteer with the program 
in the summer. 

The Myers Institute for College Preparation is the "jewel" of Georgetown University's 
Ward 7 Initiative, through which they make a tremendous difference in the lives of so 
many in Ward 7. People at Georgetown University truly care about the community. I 
thank you for the opportunity to speak about Georgetown University and I urge you to 
support their Campus Plan, giving them the resources they need to continue their good 
work. 



WHO WE ARE 
Th..Gf> Q•' . ., U• r.oersityMeyerslnsl!ll'.clorCokgePreporabon 
(MlCPJ , o >-''-·college ocodcmoc ennchment program tho1 
provides comp<ehensl--e suppoc1 to the Doslrid of Columoo oreo 
publoc middle and hogh school students to empower them to 
groduo!O from high school and sucued 1n college Georgetown's 
MICP adopts stvclents, sterling in the 7th grode, from torgefed 
middle schools and supports them through ~wir first yeor of college. 
MICP strive not only to educate '" the ocoden·uc sense, but also 
to rnsl• I confidence on students and to butld o (jes;re flY educott0<1 
on stvdents by p<oYid ng tnem wi:h h.ghly enriching expe<>enreS 

MJCP ~.Qfi<s colloborolively with College /J.c.ce$s ond commurvty 
portners. 

Accord'tng to o 2006 Bridgespon Gr-oup report, of every 100 
.r ~nts who entL.-9th grocle in Distnc1 of Columbia Public Schools 
(L.,.._P$) and chor1er schools, only 9 studcntsgroduote with•n 5 years 
of emolling •n college. MICP odopts students p<1mor1ly from Word 
7, Of)C of the mo<~ ~ underserved sechons of the cify, where 
the h•gh school graduation rote is only 33% and only 13% of oduhs 
oged 25 yeofl and older hove eomed o bachelor's degree. 

The work of Georgetown Un>versoly's Meyers Institute lor 
College Preportlbon p<01ndes 5lrong e-vidence that conSrstenl, 
comp<ehens.ve, long-tem1 ococlernoc suppoc1, coopted w.ln 

porentol engagement, con hove o s•gn•ficont rmpod on students 
by help•ng them complete high school on I me and become 
odequotely prepored to oHend ond succeed in post-secondary 
educotton 

WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED 
Si• lho progrom began n 1989 98' ol th more than 1 00 
pr....,'om portooponts on the <:Jos..- u1 1995, 2001, and 2005 
hove groduotl'd from high school. Of the C1osses of 1995 and 
2001 , 85% hove groduo1ed hom college or unrve<sity WTthn 
5 years The Closs of 2005 enrolled ot colleges and unMl<Srhes 
across lho U.S. and successfully g•ocluoted in 2009 100% of 
ou• students in the Closs of 2009 groduoted hom high school. 
20 out of 21 students received o college occeptonce ond 1 ()()"~ 
of those students went on to enroll1n o post secondary instituhon. 
MICP students hove QOf)C on to venous post-secondory education 
op!tO<IS includ ng the United Slates Armed forces, and lrodillonol 
col~unrvctS~ties such os Bornotd Collt.'g(', Uni-;ers.ly of the 
Dlslrict of Columoo, Georgelown UnM.'f"SIIy. Howard Urwersny, 
Nor1h Corolino A&T Urwersrty, Temple Urwersrty, or Unrversrty of 
Moi)'lond Eastern Shore. 
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E SATURDAY ACADEMY 
h-12th grade students offend classes on the Georgetown 

University campus 
m-2pm most Saturdays during the academic yeor 
hool success strategies: boost studying and lest-taking 
ills 
o~ous course work in English, Moth, Spanish, and 

t;;;;;;.;;=-e.cttves 
orkshops and meetings for porents/guordions 

SUMMER INSTITUTE 
h- 12th grade students attend classes on the 

rgelown University campus 
ery weekday for 3-5 weeks during the summer 

Special focus on Science and new electives 
perientiolleoming opportunaies and career exploration 

B NATURE ACTIVITIES 
liege lours 
mmer Study Abroad (post trips included Ecuador, 
noma, Costa Rico, and Belize) 

York City Broadway ploy lnp 
1 Liberty Mountain Resort ski trip 
ience camping trip 
rper's Ferry bike trip 

esidenliol Summer Institute on Georgetown's campus 

AT OUR MICP STUDENTS RECEIVE 
· orous ocodem1c enrichment 

~eH""' six year scholarship to the MICP Program 
ucolionol and cultural trips within the US and abroad 

allege tours throughout the US 
ademic advising and menlaring 
kets to cultural and athletic events 

Free transportation for incoming students and meals 

MNI TRANSITION SUPPORT 
rogrom provides comprehensive support services toMICP 
ni and their families as they transition to post-secondary 
otion. MlCP staff members facilitate communication 
een graduating students' college admissions offices, 
ciol oid offices, faculty advisors, and academic deans, os 
s monaor students' academic progress at their institutions. 
staff members also coordinate ond host student reunions 
eep o long-tem1 contact with alumni of the program. 

INlEREST & HOPE 

PROGRAM EXPECTATIONS 
• Students and families must make a multi-year 

commitment to MICP. 
• Students ore to oct as good citizens and maintain positive 

academic standing at their neighborhood schools. 
• Students must show o positive academic progress in the 

program. 
• Students must attend and participate regularly in oil 

program octivi1ies. 
• Families of MICP students ore requ1red to offend MICP 

workshops, meetings, and other program events. 
• Eligibility for Signature Activities will be based on 

performance and compliance with the above Program 
Expectations. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
In order to be eligible to portic1pote 111 the Meyers Institute 
for College Preparation, students must be enrolled in the 7th 
grade ond meet either of the following criteria: 

A. Students must attend targeted District of Columbia public 
schools in Word 7 ond be potential first-generation college 
students. 

B. Students must be a sibling of o current or former MICP 
Scholar. 

The Meyers Institute for College Preparation makes every 
effort to include as many eligible students as space penn its. 

M ICP reserves the right to make final decisions about 
registration. Priority will be given to: students who show 
potential for improved academic perfom1once; or s1udents 
who, along wah their families, display o sincere commitment 
to working with MICP throughout secondary school. 


