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To: Zoning Commission for the District ofColmnbia 
From: Gary Gold, Senior Vice-Ptesident, Murry's 
Date: Thmsday December 10, 2009 ~ 
Re: Case No. 09-03 (Skyland HoldiDgs, LLC - Consolidated. PUD .&: Re1a:ted Map ;; 

Amen.dment@Squares5632,,5633, 5641, S641N, &;, Various Parcels) ~ 

OPPOSITION :r:. 
/ 3 

Thank you for providing nle the opportunity to speak before the Zoning Commi~on "B 
today. My D8Dle is Giuy Gold. I'm the Senior Vice President ofMuny's Inc. •• lK}m ~ 
raised in the District, and employed by Murry's for nearly 30 years. Murry's W8jI 
fo1Ulded 0tI Sheriff Road over 60 years ago in the District of CoulD1bia We.ba"vf.and 
continue 10 serve the WasbiDgton commUDity by providing ccmsum.cn a needed 
alternative to the traditional supamarket. We provide employment and career growth 
opportunities in the neighborhoods we serve and ate a steadfast, cooperative, and reliable 
.teDarIt .in the shopping centers where we JIm located.. 

Since 1958, in good. times and bad, and as the District has evol"~ Murry' 8 has remained 
and bas IfOwo. with the city. We have lOne from. 1 J,OO square foot, one register stoIes, 
o:ffering a few hundred products, to stores that now approach 1 ;,000 square feet, with six 
checlmuts, aDd tJVt:!r 1.,000 ~ua1ity v.alue-priced. products. We've.also.added fresh 
produce &; fresh meat sections in all of our D.C. stores. In short, we're probably the best­
kept secret in the District. 

We arc cummtIy loa.ted in the Skyland Shopping Center, as well as Minnesota &;, 

Benning, 601 .& H-Str.ee:t, Solltb Capitol.&leet, and.at Georgia..&: Mo.rtoD.. It's.impottaDt 
to note that in several of these locations, ~ partnerud with landlords and. developers to 
occupy spaces vacated by traditional supeIlD8l'kets, We have successfully filled the void 
in communities that were not able to support two large supennarkets while still offering 
eomumas ~ viabIe·altematiw ad a means to str.:etclt tAeir food. dollars, which is.critical 
in today's strugling economy. . 

We ope:aed our SID.n: ill the Skylaa.c.i .Shoppiag Cc:mm in 1997. P.riDr to moving ~ 
expandinK to this location, we had two viable yet small locations in ADacostia on Good 
Hope Road and on Alabama Ave at 23M street. We consolidated these locatiOJ:B, to give 
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our customers a better shopping experience and to fill the void when a traditional 
supezmarkd Je.ft the .neighbodlood. We employ over 30.associates wm within the 
neighborhood and have substantially invested in this store by re-modeling the store twice, 
and adding a complete fresh produce and meat section as stated earlier. ZON\NG COMM\SSION 

OI8trtct of Cotumbia 
. _D~ 
OI\~E oo.;.Q?\::::.:...-,---=--

Corporate Headquarters, 8300 Pennsylvania Avenue Upper Marlboro.MD 20712~26'3 Telephone 301"420-6400 
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Since we opened, we have been a model tenant and good corporate citizen. But because 
of "Bminem Domain" aDd al.Ieging "Blight,t in what wu a fully occupied vihnIpt center, 
good tenants and viable businesses are being forced to vatiate for a project that jllSt 
doesn't matoh the city's aurent economic reality. 

Skyland Shopping Center was thriving, but the truth i~ it's not sexy. This centq 
exhibited ,evaytbiD.g that the Distr.ict aud other cities.are striving for. It was a Jiixture of 
entIepreneurs, chains, and successful fanilly businesses. I would humbJy suggeJt that the 
City would be better served by denying the ZODiDg teq\1est, and by haviDR the District of 
Columbia re-evaluate the project. The plan should be to preserve and renovate the center 
while retaiDing the teDaDts.and services ~,COU'lDlu:oi,ty ~a.nd ,deserves. 

In the en~ I believe we all have the same goal. That is to better serve the neighborhood, 
not to evict thriving busin~ not to plow down structures~ not to leave ~ lots for 
years to ,come ,aDd DOt to a.eate bllgbt tbst.doesa't.exist today. 

Murry's has been an intflpl partner in the communities we serve and hope to ~"minue 
for many years to come. Thank you spin for the opportunity to apeak tod8.y. 

~ 
Gary Gold 
Senior Vice PresIdent 

~ --
301..q67..11825 
301-967·4816 Fox 
ggcld\limurrys.eom 

aaoo Penl'll'(lvCInlo Ave. 

Upper Marlboro, MD 2On:;!·267~ 
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FACSIMILE COVER 

Date: 
I I 

To: AA",. _f1_!.....,;;R.._c._'t.._Q __ ,,~S ____ _ 

Company: 

Fax#-: 2.0'l.... -/"2... -, -~Ol"l..-

From: Gary Go1d, Sr. Vice President Phone: (301)4!6:-"eC Q67-Y<itJ...S-

Fax #: (lOl) 967-4816 

_ ..... R'-"~:..;:..~_C( ..... -....-_...;~--._v_O'l' ..... ,.. ___ ..t ___ .. _' ..... "-jy/-. ...;r~.L.A=...p9...=---=<=\.._C"O= ... ~~{ .....;;;.c::.-"-.~::...-._ ... =-.Jl.~_-.;;.;.....;.$ ... I.. __ ~ i:P- c.." - , ~ 
.J" ....... .Q. P/ .. '§!'L ,.4 • ./.9 4 ~ ,~.J..:H.., ~c...J.'1i.j'S 

Total Number of Pages (including cover page): --=3.-:.-__ 

L. Original will follow _ Original will not follow 

1HfS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF mE rNDOOPUAL TO WHQrt! 
IT IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED ~ 
AND/OR CONF1DENIIAL, IF YOU EXPERIENCE PROBLEMS RECEMNG THIS f"\"1 

TRANSMlSS10N. OR IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS TRANSMISSION IN ERROR,' ("') 
PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY. THANK YOU. 0 
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