
El.AINE J.l'vfiTTLE.MAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

2040 Arch Drive 
Falls Church, VA 22043 
Telephone (703) 734-0482 

Fax (703) 734-0482 
E-mail elainemittleman@msn.com 

Admitted in the District of Columbia; Not Admitted in Virginia 

February 4, 2010 

Anthony J, Hood 
Chairman 
D.C. Zoning Commission 
441 4th St" N.W. 
Suite 200S 
Washington, D,C. 20001 

Re: Skyland Holdings, LLC. pun Application, No. 09-03 

Dear Mr. Hood: 
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I represent several property owners and tenants at the Skyland Shopping Center in 
Southeast Washington, D.C. This is a follow-up to my letter dated March 16,2009. 

There is a substantial question whether the District of Columbia has title to all the 
parcels induded in this PUD application. Based on my research, I believe there is a 
serious shortcoming in the procedures for processing PUD applications. When an 
application is submitted, there is a signature line for the owner. However, there 
apparently is no requirement that the person submitting the application include any 
documentation to show ownership. 

It is my understanding that other jurisdictions require proof of ownership when an 
application is submitted. If the application is incomplete or does not include proof of 
ownership, the application is not accepted for filing. 

I believe that the D.C. Zoning Commission should include a requirement of proof 
of ownership before an application is accepted for filing. Without such proof, there is the 
risk of serious confusion. If the PUD application is granted based on an application by a 
person who does not have ownership, it is unclear what could be done to remedy that 
problem. Accordingly, it is imperative that o\\'1lership be supported by documentation 
before the application is accepted for filing. 

In this case, it appears that the District has not provided documentation as to proof 
of ownership. A revlcW of the Recorder of Deeds records does not show that the District 
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has ownership to all the parcels induded in this application. Attached are Recorder of 
Deeds records for two parcels. These records do not show that the District of Columbia 
owns these parcels. 

This uncertainty about the titles presents a risk of serious repercussions. If a title 
search is performed for financing or other purposes, it appears that the Recorder of Deeds 
records would not show that the District has title. I can only speculate as to what would 
happen if the District or the developers cannot get financing because of confusion about 
the title and the Recorder of Deeds records. As should be apparent, I believe that this is 
an extremely serious matter which should be addressed before the PUD application is 
considered on the merits. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~Q~ 
Elaine Mittleman 

Enclosures 
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