GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Zoning Commission
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November 12, 2009

Edward M. Johnson, President

Greater Brookland Business Association
3616 12" Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20017

Re: Zoning Commission Case No. 08-24 — Camden Development (Consolidated PUD &
Related Map Amendment)

Dear Mr. Johnson:

The Office of Zoning is in receipt of your letter dated October 30, 2009 regarding the above-
referenced case.

The Zoning Regulations are strict regarding the timeliness of submissions into case records. The
record on this case was closed on October 5, 2009, with only specific additional submissions
requested by the Commission due on October 26, 2009. Your letter was received after the record
closed. On November 9%, the Commission decided not to reopen the file to receive your letter.
Accordingly, we are returning your letter to you.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 727-0340.

Sincerely,

OO ol

Sharon S. Schellin
Secretary to the Zoning Commission

Enclosure

ZONING COMMISSION
Digtrict of Columbia

or29

Q/'\SE’. NC}»‘W_. - ’

EXHIBIT NG. (4 /

441 4“’ Street, N.W., Suite 210-S, Washington, D.C. 20001
(202) 727-6311 o (202) 727-6072 fax
E-Mail: zoning info@ dcoz.dcgov.org e Web Site: hitp://www.dcoz.dcgov.org/




c1YED
0F ZONING

3616 Twellth Street, N.E. + Washington, DC 20017 + 202-832- 8229

d THE GREATER" %chl(LANﬁ g’U.S%NESS ASSOCIATION

October 30, 2009

Ms. Sharon Schellin PO A
Secretary T W
Govemment of the District of Columbia T ny
ning Commission
441 4™ Street, NW, Suite 200 South
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Ms. Schellin:

This letter is written to serve as a formal request to open the record for Case Nos. 08-24 and 08-
24A/04-25 for inclusion of the following documentation:
* Acopy of the October 9, 2009 edition of the Tower, a Catholic University publication, includes

on its cover, an article titled “Zoning Commission to Approve Southside Development Plan™.
The document was provided to me for review and comment. On the cover v/as also a rendering
titled ““’A drawing of the proposed 12" Street retail corridor.” In fact, it is not a drawing of 12%
Street, but a drawing of a portion of the Catholic University project. The article is disingenuous
and was developed to give the impression that the CU-PUD will be approved by the Zoning
Commission without any substantwe benefits contributed to the greater Brookland community
and nothing contributed to the 12 St. business community.

e A $275,000 proposed one time community contribution cited in the article of which Catholic
University will be given $75,000, is a sad testament supporting Catholic University, a major
institution’s, almost non-existent commitment to Brookland. We also must consider the fact
that the project will generate many millions in profits for the life of the project and the
developers will be pursing major substantial financial support from the DC Government (our
tax dollars). The developers are requesting extensive zoning relief. The project will also
require police and fire protection, along with emergency services, all of which will further strain
our economy during one of the most difficult economic periods in Americar history. The project
in its current configuration will eliminate vital green areas and require major infrastructure
improvements including below and above utilities, roads, sidewalks and public space lighting,
development features which will also serve to further strain our economy.

e A statement was made in the article addressing the connectivity to the 12th Street corridor.
There are no credible architectural, urban design, marketing or economxc features included in
the PUD which supporis any efforts to create viable connectors to the 12™ Street business
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corridor or any other nearby ‘ousiness area in the Brookland communiiy. The CU-PUD, in
essence, has been created to define an urban island but as a island with no connection to any
area of the community. Therefore, the article is misleading self serving and inaccurate.

s The project failures are significant considering the negative environmental and economic
impacts to the community, which will produce major increases in vehicular traffic flow, air and
noise pollution, temperature impacts, impacts which will contribute to the deterioration of the
quality of health for Brookland constituents. The development could contribute 300 plus
categories of contracts and generate numerous jobs for the life of project. The CU-PUD can
support every business in Brookland as well as contribute contracts to many businesses outside
the Brookland community.

We recommend that the scale of the project be reduced so that existing green areas, illustrated in the
PUD can be increased and the maximum building heights reduced to 4 stories. And, ABDO and
Catholic University should be required to purchase a substantial percentage of the goods and services
within the Brookland community. Because of the economic magnitude of the development, ABDO and
Catholic University have an opportunity to make major substantive economic and quality of life
contributions to the Brookland community while achieving a successful and profitable development.

Hopefully the request and attached document will be released to Mr. Anthony Hood, Zoning
Commission Chair and all members of the Commission. Thank you.

M. Johnson, AIA, ASLA
President

cc: The Honorable Harry Thomas, Jr
Commissioner Timothy Day, ANC 5C
Commissioner Angel Alston, ANC 5A
Brookland Business Community

Greater Brookland Business Association
3612 Twelfth Street, NE Washington, DC 20017
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NATIONAL EQUALITY MARCH
CUAlllies Providing
Housing to Gay
Rights Marchers

By Micrar Ouva
Tower Staff

An unoificial student organization,
CUAHau.wﬂlmmhmdﬂlluUmvmxtfs
name at this week d's Nati
March, an event which is ldvmmvg for
gay rights, including the right to marry.
The group is also housing stydent marchers
from other umiversities, both off-campus
and in en<ampus residence halls,

CUAllies maintains that they have no
position on gay marriage aiid that thelr
goals are consistent with the Church’s
views on homosexuality. Their banner at
the march will read: ClUAllies - i
Catholic Safe for GLBTQ People.

They will be meeting in front of the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am. on
Sunday before heading downtown.

“We are going because it is about civil
rights fox GLBTQ people and protecting
those individuals,” said Robby Diesu, a
sendor politics major end co-founder of the
group.

Students from the University of
Connecticut, University of Notre Dame
and . Wesleyan University are being
provided accomsmiodstions by CUAllies
this weekend.

“They contacted us and neaded help,”
sald Diesu, who is planning on housing up
to 15 people at his off-campus spartment.

Elesnor Brasfield, sophomore history
major, l.l‘\d herfmmdbothdond!d to

'rhnllhawhadhpdvﬂ:geolwﬂngu&eluh

A President of The Catholic University of Ameriea is an

that 1 shall treasure as long as [ Hve. That I

4 have had'the oppartunity to share in and witness so much

, accomplished at The Catholic University of America is a

that will never fade,” said O'Connell in his letter

From the President’s Desk in the October issue of Inside CLIA
on Friday, Oct. 6.

O Connell notified the University’s Board of Trustees

1 in June of his decision to step down. It has been kept under
| wraps since then.

O'Connell, 54, who received his doctoral and licentinte
degreea in Canon Law in 1967 and 1990, respectively, from
the University, is the 14® president of the University and has
Lasaa pumaiderd for e pas) 12 ;000 16 s second lonsoct
serving president in University history, after Bishop Thomas
J. Shahan, who served 18 ysars as president from 1909 to
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hmcg:ﬂnmmumoﬁdﬂm
-arganization, CUAlllss has atiracted
_sbout 40 altendees at each of their five off-
campus meétings held at nearby Colonel
Brooks Tavern this year.
The leadership of CUNkcl will be
ting* with U T
mtmkmmk:-mﬂmmmptn i
-|-having
: "Wewmummwmluback
onto campus,” said Diesw “We do not
have ulterior motives. We want GLBTQ

and the reduction

of declinii

| of academic standasds.
Eh;mmdymnhlmmumuegt

Community in Baltimore, Maryland, could not comment for

this article due to‘health reasons.

Prior to his eelection as president from nearly 100

O'Connell worked as the academic dean and

At the time, O Connell sald he had not established a set
list of goals or strategies that he would hope to accomplish

students to feel safe and welcome on this
campls.”

Uni

Se: RESIGNATION. page 3

Catholic Leaders Reﬂect on O’Connell’s Tenure

uf students for their faith.”

éuEdG!ﬂel'ph.mdumm:sh'um:

‘Tobehpreﬁdenlda&ﬂ\uhc
or uni ty today is a difficult

fgw:?ls:lﬂm Ouva The Cardinal Newman Society, an  and former chai of the Rep

organization that hes both supportéd National Conunittee.

3 and critiqued decisions of the University. 'Pl&nuO’Cmn!Ihmhmnﬂu‘

Having d his to th hout the years, especially those mostc 1 president of Catholic

resign next August, leaders within the dealmgwili‘l&nclpukﬂpohq,tbo Umvztsﬂyoi&merlﬁlh’mlbqun

Church have come forward to reflect on d on his ‘74 student there 30 years ago,” he told

Rev. Dw-idMD‘Cumgllammuliw It was imp to tore . the Washing Times. "‘l‘he I.mpmhe'

gest serving president of the fid: In the catholicity nl‘lhe +had on alomni

University, 'University,” eaid Pntrldr Rzllly. quality of student life - hee ‘\ns really

“Father O’Connell has served CUA  president of the or 2 . laid a strong foundation on which his
exceptionally well as ident,” said Washing Times. “If there is any  successor can build.”

University Chancelior and Archbish iplist to point to, it is the - *  The University’s profile has been

Donald Wuerl to the Washington Times jon of Catholic identity. There elevated by O'Connell, nccording to

last week. "During his tenure, he
brought the University to & renewed
sense of its Catholic identity and a high
level of academic achievement. I rejoice
&ulhealsoinmndunu\:qnaﬂtyn!
tudent life, p g the

University turn mround, but- there was
a voeal minority that had a strangiehold
on things.”

O’'Connell has left a positive lasfing
ion on the University, according

rr . o

were people here eager to see the

Parricia McGuire, president of nearby
Trinity Washington University, She
said that relations with the Vatican and
within the Uné y's own

were greatly improved under his
watch.

mdddhhjob!ﬂrmyufus, McGuire
told the Wasidngton Post. “We all want
to be faithful to the Church, but we all
have very plurilistic campuses. To be
president of the Catholic University is
probably the hardest of all.”

O'Connell can regularly be seen

school spizit and student participation
in events, He takes the time to know
students and to wnderstand what we
want from our University.”

Although the next few manths will
tikely bring forward much reflection
on O'Connell’s presidency, as well as
speculation en who his successor may
be and whefe he will go from here,

taking walks across campus,
questions from students after House
Mass and having a meal In the Pryzbyla
Centez.

“Father O'Cormell was a
= dbreaking presi for the
University,” sald Matth Fatella, a

member of the Presidents Society.
“Not only did he upgrade the school's
visibility, but in the past four years
there has been a steady incresse in

the man } If is not ready to call it
a day.

*I am not a believer in the idea of
‘lame ducks’ nor do | have any interest
in a ‘long wake," Irish or otherwise,” he
joked in his announcement last Priday.
“There is much that needs to be done
this year and sy attention is Armly fxed
and focused on this ‘work In progress’
and will remain so until my service is
completed at the end of next August”

By Mancarer Bomn
Tower Stafl

Zoning Commission to Approve Southside Development Plans

ithyM,&cU:ﬁvuﬂtyannmnmd that
it was partnering with the development firm to
redevelop Southside. University trustees and
Abdo De t submitted an application

Thc Ummty is ls.'k.tng the DC Zaoning
2ppi to the
of South C: ‘as it seeks to
stay on schedule with the construction.
University President Rev. David M.
O'Connell and Jim Abdo of Abdo Development
LLC spoke before the DCannngmaisswn
in a public hearing on Monday, Oct 5, to
discuss the proposed redevelopment.

G

devel

the plan and are scheduled to decide on the
proposal on Noyember 9,

The project is “the most important project
the University has had in decades,” said

tely 30 people in
attendance, including 15 people wishing to

The comumissions heard the testtmony on '

in September 2008 for approval from the
wdngmmnuslm{wﬂwdﬂdapm

what was already on campus,” said Abdo. f
'l"he proposal also includes a plan to k
realign Michigan Avenue and Monroe Street |-

ua?ﬁ-d:sruzm‘sk
y ‘wemllmmchaﬂengmgmt&mum

The devel plan ir 85,000
squm[mo[mnﬂmahmrd:nwums
including a single block of about 40 row
homes, Keyfeatures of the design include a
public sguare, which Abdo sald should be
named after O"Connell, in honor of the retiring
_president and a clock tower.

and create a wel entrance into B
Brookl "mdabdu This realignment will J
help imp lldng and slow &

whospoktl!ﬁ&muﬁng :

Since the announcement of the proposed
development, thete have been 32 meetings E
between University and Abdo afficials and the 5

v “We want to create ivity to the
rmghhm‘l'md with the 12th Street retail
corridor,” said Abdo.

Abd.o‘;i)welupmem also plans to give
S’Z?S.-DDO to support community programs,
tuding $75,000 for scholarships to Ward

Al the meeting, Abdo Develop gave
a powerpoint presentation to the commission,
which included renderings of the area.

“We wanted to come up with architechare
substance that would endure but not mimic

5 residents to attend Catholic University or
Trinity College.

The project is estimated to be finished in
eight years.

5

: ah
A drawing of the proposed 12th Slrut retall comﬂor.

testify about the development.

. Copynﬂﬂﬂm Pubﬁahﬂdeashmgm, DC.
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facsimile
TRANSMITTAL

TO: Ms. Sharon Schellin, Secretary of Zoning Commission

FAX NO: 202-727-6072

FROM: Edward M. Johnson, Greater Brookland Business Association
RE: Case pumbers 08-24 and 0824A/ 04-25 ABDO/ Catholic University
DATE: October 30, 2009

PAGES: 5, including this cover sheet.
X _ **CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION**
X__ MPRIORITY!!! PLEASE HAND DELIVER IMMEDIATELY

— e

X __ DELIVER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

COMMENT:

Attached is an October 30, 2009 letter copy of the Greater Brookland Business Association’s

formal request to reopen the zoning record. Also attached is a copy of the October 9, 2009 TOWER

article. The original will be delivered by hand.

Greater Brookiand Business Association
3616 Twelfth Street, NE

Washington, DC 20017

Phone: 202-832-8229

Fax: 202-832-8228
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