
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Zoning Commission 

November 12, 2009 

Edward M. Johnson, President 
Greater Brookland Business Association 
3616 12th Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20017 

* * * 

Re: Zoning Commission Case No. 08-24 - Camden Development (CoHtsolidated PUD & 
Related Map Amendment) 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

The Office of Zoning is in receipt of your letter dated October 30, 2009 regarding the above­
referenced case. 

The Zoning Regulations are strict regarding the timeliness of submissions into case records. The 
record on this case was closed on October 5, 2009, with only specific additional submissions 
requested by the Commission due on October 26, 2009. Your letter was received after the record 
closed. On November 9th, the Commission decided not to reopen the file to receive your letter. 
Accordingly, we are returning your letter to you. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (202) 727-0340. 

Sincerely, 

0.~~-
Sharon S. Schellin 
Secretary to the Zoning Commission 

Enclosure 

44141
h Street, N.W., Suite 210-S, Washington, D.C. 20001 

(202) 727-6311 • (202) 727-6072 fax 

ZONING COMMISSION 
District o'f Columbia 

ct,SE NO. _, ___ ~_.r~_~~-J_L_+I~--
E>.HIBiT N0._..:::~1..-J-~----

E-Mail: zoning info(ii.dcoz.dcgov.org • Web Site: http://www.dcoz.d(gov.org/ 
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THE GREATER BROOKLAND BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

October 30, 2009 

Ms. Sharon Schellin 
Secretary 
Government of the District of Columbia 
Zonin~ Commission 
441 4 Street, NW, Suite 200 South 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Ms. Schellin: 

3616 Twelfth Street. N.E. • Washi111Jt0n, DC 20.IJ17 • 202-832- 8229 

This letter is written to serve as a formal request to open the record for Case Nos. 08-24 and 08~ 
24A/04-25 for inclusion of the following documentation: 

• A copy of the October 9, 2009 edition of the Tower, a Catholic University publication, includes 
on its cover, an article titled "Zoning Commission to Approve Southside Development Plan". 
The document was provided to me for review and comment On the cover was also a rendering 
titled "A drawing of the proposed 12th Street retail corridor." In fact, it is not a drawing of Izth 
Street, but a drawing of a portion of the Catholic University project. The article is disingenuous 
and was developed to give the impression that the CU-PUD will be approved by the Zoning 
Commission without any substantive benefits contributed to the greater Brookland community 
and nothing contributed to the 12m St. business community. 

• A $275,000 proposed one time community contribution cited in the article Clfwbich Catholic 
University will be given $75,000, is a sad testament supporting Catholic Unilversity, a major 
institution's, almost non-existent commitment to Brookland. We also must consider the fact 
that the project will generate many millions in profits for the life of the proj<:ct and the 
developers will be pursing major substantial financial support from the DC Government (our 
tax dollars). The developers are requesting extensive zoning relief. The project will also 
require police and fire protection, along with emergency services, all of whitch will further strain 
our economy during one of the most difficult economic periods in Americm1 history. The project 
in its current configuration will eliminate vital green areas and require majo1r infrastructure 
improvements including below and above utilities, roads, sidewalks and public space lighting, 
development features which will also serve to further strain our economy. 

• A statement was made in the article addressing the connectivity to the 12th Street corridor. 
There are no credible architectural, urban design, marketing or economic features included in 
the PUD which supports any efforts to create viable connectors to the 12tb Street business 
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corridor or any other nearby'oUsiness area in the Brookland communr,y. The CU-PUD, in 
essence, has been created to define an urban island but as a island with no COJ[mection to any 
area of the community. Therefore, the article is misleading self serving and inaccurate. 

• The project failures are significant considering the negative environmental and economic 
impacts to the community, which will produce major increases in vehicular traffic flow, air and 
noise pollution, temperature impacts, impacts which will contribute to the deterioration of the 
quality of health for Brookland constituents. The development could contribute 300 plus 
categories of contracts and generate numerous jobs for the life of project. The CU-PUD can 
support every business in Brookland as well as contribute contracts to many businesses outside 
the Brookland community. 

We recommend that the scale of the project be reduced so that existing green areas, illustrated in the 
PUD can be increased and the maximum building heights reduced to 4 stories. And,, ABDO and 
Catholic University should be required to purchase a substantial percentage of the goods and services 
V\ithin the Brookland community. Because of the economic magnitude of the development, ABDO and 
Catholic University have an opportunity to make major substantive economic and quality of life 
contributions to the Brookland community while achieving a successful and profitable development. 

Hopefully the request and attached document will be released to Mr. Anthony Hood, Zoning 
Commission Chair and all members of the Commission. Thank you. 

~l'IIU M. Johnson, AlA, ASLA 
President 

cc: The Honorable Harry Thomas, Jr 
Commissioner Timothy Day, ANC SC 
Commissioner Angel Alston, ANC SA 
Brookland Business Community 

Greate1· Brookland .Busine.ris Association 
3612 Twelftlz St1·eet, NE Washington, DC 20017 
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NATIONALEQOAUI"YMARCH · 

CUAllies Providing 
Housing to Gay 

·Rights Marchers 

An unaofCdA1 stvcimt orguuzation. 
CO Al4u, wiU IM.t'dl <U\der the Unive:raitf s 
na:rw at thb wftka>d.'s National Equality 
MMdl. an «Ya\1 which is ac~Yocatin3 for 
P.1 ri&hts, lndadina the riglu to u-.arry. 
The poup Ia also hoastn!stvdenl mazchers 
from otha unlftt'Silies, both off-ampus 
and tn on-campu.~ reiclala halls. 

CUADits al&lntlias that they han n.o 
poelbon on py awrla&"" arid that thdr 
soab .... cansism.t with the Churdl'a 
vlewe on b~ty. 'l'he!r banner at 
th IM.t'dl will rud: CUAllies - Malcing 
Catho!Jc: Sah! for GLBTQ People. 

Tlwy will be .cneeting in front oi 1M 
s.sulca of the National Sh.rine o! the 
Immaculate Conception at lCl-.30 ;un, on 
~ bdo"' hqding downtO'...-n, 

•we • .,. gol.ns be<:aUSI! !tis about dvU 
rights fo.t CLBTQ people and prote:Ung 
those Individuals; said Robby Dirsu. o 
aenlor politl.cs IJUijor and c:o-Counder o! the 
group. 

Students horn the University oi 
Conn«tkul,. University oJ Notre D&!ne 
&11'1 Walcyan Unlven!ty an being 
provfdod oc:comaiDdalions by CUAllies 
lh.iJ weehnd. 

"They conladed ua and needed help, • 
Mid DittU. who ia plan.Unc onhowil',r liP . 

I 
to 15 peopl• at !Us oil -<ampUl apartmen. L I 

Elanot 8rasBcl<liO!'hon:or! ha!ory 
major. and he.- fritnd botb dodded to .. . - .. .. . . 

University President 
·' 

to Step Down in 2010 
O'ConneU is Second 
wngest Serving President 

.,_ ........ .,.-.... in University History 
:t!"'::.-«:t;o;:i~'•""'''"' 

By Jusroo; G.ua.wNO 
Tt1WrSS:d 

Onivvsity Pruldalt Rn. David M. O'Conndl 
~ hit lntmtion lo &ftp dawn u preidmt of the 
Unlvuaity ln AuS'ID 2010, altar a tmure that lnduded an 
lncra.w ln onroDmm~ earn pus expaNion and a Pap&l vis!t. 

'"That I have had IN ptivil<ge of &er\'lnS u th4 14th 
Prtsidmt o! The Catholic UnlVU'Jity of Ameri<:& Is .n 
expcritmee that I ahaiJ treAsw:t as long u I live. &hat I 
hove hod the opportunity to shata in and wi~ so much 
a«ampu.hed at The Cathollc: University a! America is a 

~[i'Jl·:~~~~it:,;;,~;t<:-j.l memory tNt will never fade; said O'Connell In his letter 
From !he Prald~m(t Dffic l.n IN October bs\:e a!brsilh Cl.lA 
on Priday, Ckt. 6. 

•><!.·~~>·o::'l O'Connell noti.6t'd the Unlvedlly's llo&td of~ 

.~~~"'''·~"'•'' ln I~ of hit dtdJion to atep down. It has been bpt under 
wnpe '"'" thm. 

O'Connell. 54, who ~d hit doctoral ancl Ucenliate 
dfU18 In Canon l..lw In 1967 and t990, rospec-txvdy, from 
the Uninmty. b the a• pmident of the Unlvemty anci has 
t,.., ~.u .,.~:J..~J !~r t!-..t ~l !1 1 ... ...:.. t 1~ i: x.:or..:! !on~e-;! 

~~~~~~~~~~1m wrvlnsf"Wdent In Unlven!ty history, aftu Bishop 'OiomaS :! !·-~ who ....,.eel 18 ft'IIW u prcoident from t909 to 
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to n!Cognlze them as lUI 
organization, CUAIIJef hu al~ 
about 40 attendee~ •t each of thcir Jive o'ff· 
amJ'"" metilillgs Mid at nearby Colonel 
Btool<s Tavoq> th1t ye.u. 
~ t..deuhlp !'f CUAlli.,. w1ll be 

meeting· with Unlvusity. aclmlnbiR!u!S 
next w~ to another atttmpt at 
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\"ant lhCm to wolcome 11.1 b&ck 
onto campW: aid Dlesu. 'We' do not 
han ull:erior Jllotivts. We WlU\t GLB'JQ 
atudent.s to feel safe and wekome on this 
cunptu.• 

Sder>cosin N~ ¥otk. 
At the~ O'Canncll aald be lwl not eslabllshed aile! 

lls1 o(goal.s ar'•~ !Mt he would hope to aa:o.nplish 
0 
1-
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Catholic Leaders Reflect on O'Connell's Tenure 
By MIOfA£L 0UVA 
Towe~ Slaff 

Having ennotmC>ed !Ia intention to 
resig;n next A Qgusl. lea del'$ within the 
Cluuch have COIN! forward to rd!ect on 
Rtv, David M. O'Connell' a tenure u the 
J«ond·lonzes~ serving president of the 
Unlv~t)'. 

"Fa~ O'c:.onn..ll ha.s se:nd CUA 
exceptionally weU as president" uld 
Ullivenlty Chancfitor and Ar<hltlshop 
Donald Wuul to the Wuldnglan Timts 
lut w..U. ~url.'1& his tenure. he 
brought the Unlvuslty to a nnewed 
!leNO of Jts Ca\holli: Identity and a high 
lnel of ac:ad.oznic ac:hi.,t/'OUW\1. 1 njoicc 
that he also focused on lhe quality of 
ft\ldent U!<:, promoting the appredation 

of atudents for their hi !h. • to Ed Glfleapto. on alQ.IN\us, tr~ft 
· The CardiJ;al NeWin&ll Society, ~ and fonner dl&innan of the Rep•bUcan 

oxg&nlullon that has both sup~ National CmnmittM. 
or.dcritiqueddedslo!llofthatJnivas(ty ... < ."fathu O'Connell hAt bun the 
tluougboul the years, especially those. :-1nostconsequentiol ptaldmtofCatholle 
dealing witit the apnlcu policy, a&o • ( U.Nvusi!y of Al:neria &ince I bft!an as 
co<nC~ented on Ilia announcement. r. a student thee 30 yul'$ ago, • he told 

'1t was lmpotfiU\t to re5tore. . 'the W<ahing!on TI111a. "The Imp""' he's 
confid.ence In the cathoUdty of tb~ ··.had on aluJMl relations, development. 
' lJnlvmlty." aald Pat:ddc IWUy; quality of student Iii~ • he hu .~eally 
pn!Sident of tha organization. to l!ie , Wd a strong foundation on wb!ch hlo 
Wuhlllgton Ti1r.a. •u theR is any . successor can build." 
accompllshawlt to point to, it is the ' The Unlv~lty'a prOSle hn ~ 
ru!orallon of C.thoUc ldenllty. Thue elevau.d by O'Connell. oa:ording to 
were people here eager to se« the Patrie.. MceuL~ president of nearby 
linlverslty turn uoun<l. but· there wu Trinity Wasl'JI\gtOil University. S~ 
a vocaf minority that had a stnnglehold nld that relations with tha Vati<an and 
on things.· within the University'• own CODU!Iunlty 

O'Connfil ha.s left a positive lasting were putly unproved undtr his 
an pression on the Unlvel'!llty, aa:-ording watch. 

"To be the president of ~ Catholic 
college or unlvHSity today Is a dl.fBcult 
and cWla12 job lor my of us; McGuire 
told the W&Skington Post. "We all want 
to be laith£ul to th0 0\urch, but we aU 
have vay pll!rillstic campusn. To be 
president of the Catholic University ls 
probably Ill• hardest of au· 

O'Connell an ro•guinly be ....,.. 
Uking wallr:s acrcss e&mJ>U'. answering 
questions from students after House 
Mus and having a cnealln the Pzyzbyla 
Center. 

"Father O'Conne.U was a 
p-otmdbreoldng president for the 
University.· sald Maur.ew Patdlo. a 
~ of the President'~ Society. 
"Not only did he upgrade tho acbool's 
vWbility, blrt L-. the put four yum 
there h.u been • $Wady lru:rNu i:n 

sd>ool spirit and student partidpa.tion 
in rvonls. He takes the tbne to !<now 
rtudenl3 and to undentund what "'" 
want &om our Unlv~ty.• 

Although the 11ext few months will 
UJcely bring forwuc! much rdlec:tlon 
on O'Connell's presklmcy, as well as 
specullatlon on who his sucxessor J:JtLY 
be and wheii! he will go from hue, 
tho 11'1&1\ tumseli II not rudy co call U 
a day. 

"lllDI not a believer In the idea oi 
'lame ciud<.s' nor do I have ani interest N 
i:n a 'long wak<!.' 1rlah or othel'\'oise, • he o 
Joked in his ann.Ounllement last friday. N 
"There Is much thal tleeds to be done 0) 

this ycaund my attention Is flnnly liiced ~ 
and {oaued on this 'work In prog:reas' 0) 

and wW tl!tnain so until my servi"" Is N 

comple.redat.theDld ofnax:t A~L· ~ 

Zoning Commission tto Approve Southside Development Plans 
By MAitCARn BOEHJ4 
Ta-r Sttff 

fnMay2008,theUNvenity~thAI 

it was partncring with the development finn to 
~evdop Southside. Unlverstty ~ and 

The Unlvl!tSity Js aslcing the DC Zaning Abdo Devclopmer~l submitted an application 
Coln!nision to epprove changes to the In September 2008 for appn>nl from the 
redevdop;ment of South Campus, 45 it seeks to wnillg cotnmisslon for the d.,.,]opment. 
s1ay on schedule with the construction. n... development plan includes 85,000 

Univ~ty President Rev. O..vid M. sq~ feet of retail ond 825 residential uniJs 
O'Connelland]imAbdoofAbdoO..Velopmo:nt including a lingle b!odc of about 40 row 
UC spoke before the DC :loning Commission homes. l<cy· lea lure$ of the design include a 
in a public: he&rlng on Monday, Oct. S, to publk squ-. wbldl Abdo said should be 
discuss the proposed redevelopment. twned after CYConncll. in honor of tho relhing 

The coaunlsslons hejud U..e tatimony on ~. president and a clodc too ... ·~. 
the plan and are acheduled to d..Ode on the ·')' '"We want to create ccnnectivity to the 
proposal on Nov~mher 9. . neighborhood with the 12th Street retaU 
~ aroject is "the OIOSt important project cm:ridor, • saki Abdo. 

the Un!versi:y bas had in decades,. said At the 11\eeting. Abdo Development sa"" 
O'Connell. • powerpoint presentation ro the comtniss!otl. 
~ were app.TO:IIimately 30 people in wbldl included renderings of the area. 

atlendenee, includi.n8 15 ~pie wishing to "We wanted to <omt! up with &.-clti~ 
about tlio development. substance that would endure but not mimic 

whot wasaltudy on campus; sa.id Abdo­
lhe proposal also ir.cladts a plan to 

realign Michigen Avenue and Monroe Street 
at a 90-degree anglL 

• '"We will co.-rect ~ inte.'"Sedions 
a.'ld aea.te a welcoming entn.na Into 
B.rookland. • said Abdo. This realigrun<:nt will 
help improve ped.e!trian walldng and slow 
drivers down ~~CCGrdlng to a traffic en~ 
who spol<eat the meding. 

Since the anno~t of the proposed 
devclopm.ent. there have been 32 meetings 
between tlnivemty and Abdo offic:iab and the 
community. 

Abdo 'De<lelopmettt also plans to give 
SZJS.OOO to support corrunu.nity ptograms, 
including S?S,Im lor scholanhips to Ward 
5 residents to atwu! Catholic Un!versity or 
Trinity College.. 

The project is esli=ted to be finished In " • . 
eight years. A drawing of~ proposed 12th Street retail comdo r. 

o.c. 
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ZU09 OCT 30 PH 2: 42 
TO: Ms. Sharon Schellin, Secretary of Zoning Commission 

FAX NO: 202-727-6072 

FROM: Edward M. Johnson, Greater Brookland Business Association 

RE: Case numbers 08-24 and 0824A/ 04-25 ABDO/ Catholic University 

DATE: October 30, 2009 

PAGES: 5, including this cover sheet. 

_L **CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION** 

_L ! ! !PRIORITY!!! PLEASE HAND DELIVER IMMEDIATELY 

_lL DELIVER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

COMMENT: 

Attached is an October 30, 2009 letter copy of the Greater Brookland Business Association's 

formal request to reopen the zoning record. Also attached is a copy of the October 9, 2009 TOWER 

article. The original will be delivered by hand. 

TO"d 

Greater Brookland Busin•ess Association 
3616 Twelfth Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20017 

Phone: 202-832-8229 
Fax: 202-832-8228 
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