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PLACE 

3225 8th St, NE 
Washington, DC :10017 
202.269.1600 
202.269.4103 fax 
www.danceplace.org 

Director, Office of Zoning 
Suite 200/210 
441 41

1'1 Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

Deborah Riley, Director 

Carla Perlo, Founder/Director 

Request to submit letter for : Case Nos. 08-24 and 08·24/ A04-·25 
Abdo Developmnet, LLC and Trustees of the CUA 

Submitting as: Proponent 

To the Zoning Commissioners, 

This letter is written in support of Abdo Development Company's project in Brookland, 
NE. Dance Place is the only independent professional performing arts facility in Ward 5. 
We have been a leader of the cultural development in Brookland since moving to our 
permanent facility in 1986. For twenty-nine years we have served as a nationally 
recognized destination for dance artists as well as a community arts centerfor people of 
all ages. 

Dance Place's home includes two training and rehearsal studio's, a 165 seat theater, two 
offices, a children's center and housing for artists. Dance Place's rich history with 
innovative programming has earned us a significant national reputation for building the 
field of dance and providing creative education programs for youth. 

We welcome the Abdo development and its potential for enlivening our wonderful 
neighborhood. The arts walk, retail and residential components further our own desire to 
make Brookland a cultural destination in Northeast DC. It's a well documented fact that 
artists of all fields in DC lack sufficient studio space and afford;~ble residential 
opportunities. The result is artists migrating into more affordable MD and VA suburbs. 
This loss of creative talent and invention that could enrich our city on many levels is 
simply lost to other localities. 

ln.particular, the arts component of this development will bring a refreshing signature to 
the project and to the neighborhood. This development builds upon the proposed 
residential live/work space for artists currently in development by ArtSpace, USA next 
door to Dance Place. There is truly potential to create a very vibrant arts hub here in 
Brookland. 

The retail and residential components of the Abdo project are also very welc::ome. We 
believe the increased density of population living in proximity to the metro will attract 
citizens that are eager to be out and about, involved and engaged in their community. 

The Twelfth Street business corridor, gth Street arts corridor and Ab%~n~~~~£ro:~,~~~8\\J 
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generate a synergy of connectedness for Brookland residents. We believe the increased 
population will Inspire additional businesses and organizations to make their home on 
Twelfth Street, strengthening the connection between the three physical hubs. 

Dance Place community, staff and board of directors is in support of the proposed 
development and looking forward to the enriching community that it will surely inspire. 

()J&J_-
Carla Perla 
Founder/Director 
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PLACE 

September 
l.3 Season Opening Fi.mdraiser 

Pure, a Tribute to Hlp-Hop Legend Rennie 
Harris 

20-2;1. Eiko ana l<oma 
27 Oance DC Festival 

October 
4-S 

11-l2 
18•19 
25 

e1 Tea~ra de Danza Contemporanea de El 
Salvador 
Devi Dance TI'Jeate~ 
AlVin Ma't'e$ 
Hispanic Festival 

November 
l-2 A Peace or oanea~ 
7-9 EDGEWORKS D&nce Theater 
15·16 Moving Hlgner: Dance Place's COllege 

FeStiV<II 
lZ-~3 carta &. Co. with gull:$~ ~rUst. Emily Crews 

December 
6-? Teh1'1Scma Mitha Dance Company 
13-14 Footwurk:i p.,rcusslve Dance E11nmble 
20 I(Wanzaa Celebration 
~0-2'- Urban Foil 

lam1ary 
3-4 
9-10 
17-18 
24·25 
31 

1.1:\fYdance 
Winter Heat 
KanKouran West Afrlcall Dance Company 
Wally Cardona and Rahel Vonmoos 
l<aren R.eedy Dance 

February . 
7 Gesel MilSon perfOrmance ProJects 
13 &. 15. DAI\ICEVERT . 
14 • ·: Velentines Day Dance 
20-22 Bl;l'ck Expressions: Hip Hop Festival!!! 
26·3n W~shlngton J\cflc.;;tions Dance Company 

Milrch 
7-B 
13-14 
21·22 
2:.( 

28 

April 

iappers With Attitude 
~enola l-larri$ Pur•mav .. ment 
VTOance 
Youth Dance Festlv;l 
Coyaba's Interoeoerattanal ShowcZise 

4-5 Tania Isaac Dance 
11 Virgil'lia 1\epertory Dance Ccmp11ny 
18•19 Deborah 1\ll~ey Dance Projects 
25-26 DeviateCI Tl'leatl't 

M11y 
2-3 Keo woolford 
9-10 Oai«;hlna/Daniel Phoenix Singh &. C~;~mpany 
16-17 Full Orcle Productions 
30-31 CrossCurrents Dance Company 

June 
6-7 oanceAfrica, oc 
20-21 Tzveta Kassabova 
27-28 Cassie Meado 

July 
11-12 
18·1g 
25-26 

August 
1-2 
8-9 
13-14 

New R.elea!!es Choreographers Shvwc;;o:s~; 
Whose SQdy IS ihl$!: Scars ;md Healing 
Alternaw ROOTS - Cre11tive Convergence 

Gr;)lfitv Optional 
Kim Glblllsco tlances 
Summer Camp Show 
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