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Athena Gro~PI LLC (applicant) requests a pI armed unit development to build a 
37 townhou~e conununity in the Palisades neighborhood of Washingtoll, D.C. 

RECOMMENDATION IN BRIEF 

DDOT does ;not agree with the applicant's request for the planned unit 
developmen;t. DDOT has met with the applicant and provided 
recommendations including Lingan Road that will have no vehicular access to 
the proposed. development. DDOT earlier believed limiting access on Lingan 
Road would; have no impact on the connectivity to MacArthur Boulevard. 
However, the November 10, 2008 memorandum submitted by the District of 
Columbia Fire and Emergency Medical Services Department demonstrates that 
the Lingan Road connectivity is needed and additional changes need to be made 
to acconunod.ate DC Fire/EMS vehicles and eqUipment. 
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DDOT ANAL )'SIS 

The applicant's transportation impact study duly notes the lengthy vehicle 
queues on M'aoArthur Boulevard hl the direct vicinity of the proposed 
development. 'The Palisades neighborhood has undergone a significant growth 
in traffic volume in the last 5 .. 7 years due greatly in part to regional corrunuting 
and private school erll'ollment. MacArthur Boulevard, in the vicinity of the 
proposed dE\\Pe.lopment, is especially congested as it is used by a Significant 
COIIUnuter poppiation. Additionally, there is no reliable mass transit in the area 
causing additional road crowdedness. 

MacArthur BOlpevard is listed as a millor arterial in the functional dassificatioll 
system of stIfeets maintained by DDOT. The 2006 traffic volumes on MacArthur 
Boulevard ako'o/ a daily count of about 25,000 vehicles. DDOT views this 
amount of vehicular traffic in a neighborhood setting as serious and contributes 
to rather sigmmcant delays as the applicant states in its tTansportation impact 
study. The 1.l'a£fic burdens are caused largely by the Significant conunuter 
population tnat uses MacArthur Boulevard to access 'Whitehurst Freeway and 
travel on to K Street and the Central Business District. 

Door has rlM.ewed the parking inventory inside of the proposed development. 
We believe tlle ;projected parking inventory is acceptable as long as the 
development l'Il-aintains a limited number of visitors' vehicles to the address. 
Since the de~e19pment has a li:mited on-site parking inventory, there may be 
additional parking in the neighborhood that already has an existing limited 
curbside invrntory. 

DDOT requests the applicant to enroll each resident for an initial carsharing 
application fee ($25) and pay for one year of carsharing membership ($50). We 
believe there snould be further communication, from. the applicant to Zipca.r, that 
will allow Canal Pare residents access to a guaranteed revenue car. 

The develop~ shall provide a 24 hour publicly accessible Smartbikes station 
(requires a 61 by 30' pad) in the vicinity of the development project. The actual 
placement o! the Smartbike station can be negotiated with ODOr upon project 
approval. SmartBikes memberships for 1 year ($40 annually) will be included for 
residents by the developer. DDOT believes the memberships will encourage use 
of alternative modes of transportation for travel. 

The developm~t site is less than 1/10th of a mile from the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (mI1ATA) 'D' series bus route that travels 
on MacArthUr Boulevard. However, the bus service is inconsistent since its 
travel route i); through downtown Washington, D.C. and the neighborhood of 
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Georgetown. Although the applicant has suggested the residents inside of 
Canal Pare lllay take WMATA buses in lieu of using a personal vehicle, DDOT 
knows otherwise. In spite of the projected use of personal vehicles by new 
residents, DDOT believes the developer should provide SmartTrip cards, one 
time only, to all new residents upon move-in to the new property. The 
SmartTrip cards will have $60.00 WMAT A fare per card for each new resident. 

DDOT believes the development address should be excluded from the 
residential permit parking (RPP) system in the District of Columbia. The 
residents of the building will have the opportunity to park personal vehicles in 
the private ~cilities and therefore should not additionally burden the 
neighborhoqd curbside parking inventory. 

CONCLUSION 

DDOT has relied heavily on the DC/Fire review of the application and firmly 
believes the applicant will need to work with DC/Fire to make the necessary 
adjustments to allow for emergency service vehicles. 

However, if 'the Commission votes to approve the application, DDOT strongly 
recommends the Commission require the above noted measures, approved by 
DDO!, for ttLe applicant to receive the planned unit development. 
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ROUTING ~l'{D TRANSMITTAL SLIPS 

TO: (Nama, oqJce ,ymboi, room numb or. bulldlnB. Agcl\cy/Post) 

I," ~~ ~(\l)\J.~~ 

3. 

4. 
\ 

5. 
Action File 
Approval For Clearance 
As Requested Far Correction 
Circulate Far Your Information 
Comment Investigate 
Coordination Justify 

REMARKS; 

FROM: (Nam~. 01'&. ,ymbol. t\scl\cy'Pos~) 

DATE: 

Initials Date 

Note and Return 
Per Conversation 
Prepare Reply 
See Me 
Signature 

Room No. - Bldi. 

Phone No. 
1202) 671-0597 
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