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DC Office of Zoning

441 Fourth Street NW, Suite 2108 '
Washington, D.C. 20001 ’ et
Fax: (202) 727-6072 B T A

RE: Opposing PUD case no. 08-15
Washington, April 21, 2009

Dear Mr. Hood:

I am writing for inclusion in the April 24 hearing with regards to the above mentioned case. My position is
fourfold:

1. Giant owns the property and should be allowed to do with it what it wants within the confines of its
current licenses/permits.

2. Itis not in the interest of the community nor the District of Columbia that Giant adds to the existing
housing stock surplus. Giant is not a real estate developer and should not be granted permission to add to
the inventory of high-end housing in the area. Doing so will put additional pressure on real estate value
and be bad for local property owners as well as for the tax base of the DC government.

3. Urban living, in contrast to suburbia, draws on the benefits of local communities. Giant would not
enlarge its store if it did not attempt to lure people from farther away, thus bringing additional traffic
into the McLean Gardens neighborhood. Large stores attracting cars from far away are a characteristic of
suburbia and an aspect many city dwellers intentionally tried to avoid when buying or renting in the city.
Giant should be limited to the parking spaces it has at the moment and denied permit to add additional
parking spaces.

4. There is significant lobbying for the Giant proposal, which has successfully attempted to create the
perception of being representative of the community at large. The ANC Commissioner, Ms. Trudy
Reeves, has used McLean Gardens Community communications tools circulate draft letters in support of
Giant's petition, and the Board of McLean Gardens has sent a letter in support, although the Board was
not unanimous, the residents have never been polled and Board members told me upon my complaint
that they were acting “as individuals, not speaking for the community.” I hope the Zoning Office is
aware that there has been no poll taken, and there is a difference between the numBer of people
supporting Giant and the noise the supporters have created.

I trust the Commission will evaluate the impact on this residential neighborhood without being affected by the
active lobbying by some well-placed individuals.

Thomas Jandl
3960 Langley Court NW #623
Washington, DC 20016
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Ciiant owns the property and should be aliowed fo do with i what it wants within the confines of its
cuvtent licenses/permits.

It is not in the interest of the community nor the District of Columbia that Giant adds to the existing
housing stock surplus. Giant is not a real estate developer and should not be granted permission to add to
the-dnventory of high-end housing in the area. Doing so will put additional pressure on real estate value
and be bad for local property owners as well as for the tax base of the DC government,

Urban Hving, in contrast to suburbia, draws on the benefits of local communities, Giant would not
enlarge its store if it did not attempt to lure people from farther away, thus bringing sdditional traffic
into the Melean Gardens neighborhood. Large stores aftracting cars from far away are a characteristic of
suburbia and an aspect many oity dwellers intentionally tried to avoid when buying or renting in the city,
Giant should be limited to the parking spaces it has at the moment and denied permit to add additional
parking spaces.

There s significant lobbying for the Giant proposal. which has successfully attempted to ereate the
perception of being representative of the community at large. The ANC Commissioner, Ms, Trudy
Reeves: has used Mclean Gardens Comprunity comumunications tools circulate draft letters insupport of
(riant's petition, and the Board of McLean Gardens has seni 2 letter in support, although the Board was
potunashnous, the residents have never been polled and Board-members told me upon my complaint
that they were acting “as individuals, pot speaking for the community.” 1 hope the Zoning Office is
aware that there has been no poll taken, and there 15 a difference between the number of people
supporting Giant and the noise the supporters have created.

[ trust the Commission will evaluate the impact on this residential neighborhood without being affected by the
active lobbying by some welliplaced dndividuals:
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