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OFFICERS 
AL HAJJ MAHDl LI[ROY J. THORPE., JR., (202) 387-1596, nlltborpe2c02@a<,l.com, L,eJ-oy Thorpe.Net 
LiiHan Gordont Treasurer (202) 483-6215 
Eloise Wahab, Pu'!Jiic Relations (202) 332-5275 
Rev. Warren .ll'ohr1son, Sgt. Arms (202) 332-0065 

Anthony Hood 
Chair 
Offi~e of Zonin~~ Hearing Room 
441. 4'b Street, N~N., Suite 220-South 
Washington, DC 20001 

Mahdi Leroy J. ThCl·rpe, Jr·. 
1704 5tb Street, NW 
WDC20001 
(202) 387-1597 

RE: ECCA Supporot for C:u;e No. 08-14 
(Kelsey Gardens -<~onsoli•bted lPUD & 
Related Map Amertdment (~ Square 
421, Lots 67 and 68'1 

Dear Mr. Chairman & Offi~e of Zoning Commissioners: 

The Ward 2 ECCA -East Central Civic Association overwhe.ID:lingly ~~ll pports 
Metropolitan D4lvelopment plans to develop Kelsey Gardens Apartm•mts. 

The Metropolit~111 Development team has had an astronomical amon11t of 
community groups/organizations contacts in the Shaw commuulity briElfmg them on 
their developme·ut plans for Kelsey Gardens regarding Case.l'i'O 08-14·, 

The ECCA haVtl found the Metropolitan Development Team (1pen aiUil inclusive 
regarding soJiciti ng community input for design, community annenitic~s, possible 
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retail oppol rtunities for DC residents who I?eet the requirements to g•) into bu~~G COMMISSION 
as well as marko'i rate and affordable hoosmg. District of Col~mbi';_ J; 

CASE NO. __ W I I L 
EXHIBIT 1\10.~---~2{:) 
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The ECCA urg~~i the Office of Zoning not to delay in approving Case No.: 08-14 
(Kelsey Garden.s -Consolidated PUD & Related Map Amcndn:1cnt @ Square 421. 
Lots 67 and 68), 
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CITIZJ~NS ORGANIZED PATROL JH:FFC~RTS 

Anthony Hood 
Chair 
Office of Zoning 

C/0 1704 Sm STREET, NW 
WASIDNGTON, DC 20001 

(202) 286-5474 
mlthorpe2c02@aol.com 

Leroy Tborpe.Net 

September 26, 2008 

Office of Zoning Hearing Room 
441 4th Street., Nw·., Suite 220-South 
Washington, DC :WOOl 

Dear Chairman Hood and Office of Zoning Commissioners: 

COPE- Citizens Organized Patrol Efforts a volunteer and drug/crime patrol group in DC 
with a track record. of closing down 56 documented "Crack House:~," since 1988 and 
hosting over 120 mt-drug/crime rallies marches in DC strongly su:pports Case No. 08-14 
(Kelsey Gardens·- Consolidated PUD & Related Map Amendment@ SqmJie 421, Lots 
67 &68. 

It is vital that the Metropolitan Development Team gets the approval by tb(: Office of 
Zoning to ibuild this needed state of the art PUD in the heart of the crime e:pidemic in the 
Shaw community which would aid restoring law and order with a quality PUD that would 
displace the crinw and offer the marker rate and affordable housing and retEtil 
opportunities that the community needs and the tax: base to aid the city ecoJ:tomy. I ha-ve 
attached tow artides regarding COPE's involvement in combating crime a11d drugs 
previously at Kel.!!ey Gardens since COPE has patrolled that area for nearly a year . 

.:.··aiL ~~~ rpe, Jr., LGSW., LPC 
Co-Faun ~(rman COPE- Red Hats 

Attachments 
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DC Muslim. Fights Crinie Using Islamic Principles 
By Rashad Mulla 
Muslim Li11k Staff Writer 

Mnhdi Leroy J. Thorpe Jr.'s walls are adorued 
with ~:~wunls for cnme and drug prevention. 
The former commissioner of Washington, 
DC's ShZ!W ~igMx>rl:u;;J ia n :kdi;;a; ~-: :wdiil 
worker who hos been fighting crime and drugs 
s.ince L11e mid-19ROs. 

Aion~ Willi lhcu-JmLlm Tnalib Abdos Samad, 
Thorpe fouudcd Citizens Organized Patrol 
Eff011s (COPE) in 198S, lo help ensure lhe 
snfely of Shllw re&idents. Thorpe also works 
ulongiideTcachingAmcrica SoWld Knowledbre 
(TASK), an.Illlamic educalion.ol group founded 
by lmom .Khalil Davis of the 181h & Monroe 
Street Masjid in Northeast Wa.snington. 

"In the beginning, you had some drug 
boys bonging here, and lhey were verbally 
abu!.ive with profane language," said Thotpe. 
"Imam Davis was very effective in terms of 
corrununicating wilh lhem aod giving them 
Dawah." 

COPE collaborates wilb TASK in order ao 
Cflcouroge drug-sellen1 and users to follow 
be leachings of lslam. Ever sjnce COPE~ 

mceplion iu 1988. the organizalion has shut 
down 57 doC\Jmcnted crack houses aod hosted 
u~~r 120 a1ui-d1uK ralli~s in abe nation's 
capilel. 

Mabdi Leroy J . :rhorpe Jr. or DC - part orthe Citizens Orgamzed Polrol Efforts (COPE) 
tD rid neJgbborhoods of drugs and crlme- 11takes out his Jpot oo a oeighborbood street 
lo Norlh West DC. (Photo by Muslim Link staR) 

Por lbe JMt few weetcs, Tnorpe and his feUow 
palrollers have monitored 71b Street NW 
between P and Q streets, effectively covering 
the entire block. • 

"Historically, this has been a ·very drug-ridden 
. neigbborlwod," said TbQJPe. "Particularly he.re, 
we had two homicides so far this ye01r. There 
were nigblly shootiags befrue we took op lhis 
pcoject sa weeks ago, and we haven't h!d ~my 
shootings up here [since lhen]." 

Thorpe says that COPE works very closely with 
lheDC police department and is well respected 
by politicians and city couocil. On Saturday, 
..?-~/ !~, ~~~ ~:Z~fC~i L;.;,;c, lu~aJ.\C"j 
T horpe wilh an award for the effec.tiveness 
of COPE, adding aoolhec cbapter to his Long 

. history of neig_hborhood safety-projects. 

"'This is probably one of my callings, AJinh 
knows best," said Thorpe. "I consider myself 
so expert in fighting crime and drugs." 

Why bas COPE, an organization run in lfle heart 
of a small neighborhood, been so successfuJ, 
and Why has it caugtu so much attention from 
city politicians'! · 

.. We'recivil with people, and we're doing wb:Jt 
we're supposed to be doing." said Thoq>e. "A 
lol of people who didn' tknow too much about 
Islaro acted somewhat apprehensive lowards 
UJ when he first started taking on this ·project. 
iiu"'ever. they ye lno~·j hop;;y ~o see us . 
People lhal are stiUremainiog he,e feel security 
in lheir houses. I t's been very positive." 

A daily plltJOI usual ly cunsisls of lbree 0 . 

more brother.; t::.king positions lhruughout du 
sidewalk, with an eye for suspiciOus acti\ily 
Tlte majont)' of putrols. will reveal no mit 
o,,era..lloJ\5, but as the 57 crnck hous.:s sho,.,.· 
situ~ttious cJo arise. · 

"You're looking for people going in and ou 
uf;;. house ;hat•s in pour :.l·a~.- ~aui Tnurpe 
"Maybe lhe wal~ is shur orr, the clcclricil} 
is shut orr. alld· [tbc neighbors) are maldn~ 
eompl11ints." 

COPE pau·ols ri·tnn 4 p.m. - I 2 midnight or 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. and fro1r. 
12 midnight to 4 a.m. early Fridlty, Solurday. 
and Sunday momings. These p.alcols take place 
in "rain, snow. or shine." COPE is divided into 
diffcrenl patrol groups. One group is enlirely 
Muslim, while the other is inl.cgrated. 

'1'his ~:,'TOup is 11 colluborntive effort to lake 
care of.wmc hanlcore drug aod gaug activi1ics 
througn the use of Dnwah, lslam, and adaab 
(etiqucnes)," said Thorpe. "We try lo emulale 
the Prophet Muhammad's example of bow to 
deal with people [using) tolerance." 

Despite ftgbliogl:rimeroulinely, the imageofa 
safe Shaw community keeps Thorpe motivated 
evcry4ay. 

"This ii my c.ommunity." said Thorpe. "1 \'."!U\1. 

a dluK·iu~e. safe •. anu clean commwlity.ll g1ves 
me an opportunity to do some Dawoh and itli!ls 
people see Muslim~ lead." 
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IIORTHWEST WASHI~dGTON 

JVIuslim .l~atrol Quiets Crime i11 S1btaw 
ir OM4Il FExma 
N 'UiShingSo~~o Pos' 'S&q.j]' Wri,er 

On a sidewalk in Shaw, a do=J 
l\ fus1im men weati:og red T-sb.irts 
s lither an hour before sundDWn. 

Half line up quietly 1 1111hind an 
lliJ.3!Il :Fadug' sou1bea.st 1oward 
1\Iecca. they bow their J·•·l8ds ami 
r.:.ad aloud verse5 from tih~ Koran. 
'lhe other half'~ .tlte:msclves 
o llt and look l1p' a:bd down t: \e streel 
t. fter a few ·iuulutes,. thl:,. switch 
places. 

The men havt coMe D(it just to 
.Pray bttt to' assuine contl·•ij owe a 
c ime-prooe ~ 

They are part of a Musij ~ nei,gb-
1:1 :lrlwod mitcb that latell' bas fo. 
01sed its ~ on Severa11h street 
!'- Wbetween P.and Q stret~ IS, site of 
tl~e J.ong.trouhled Kelsey Gardens 

..a1 1arbnent tonmlex. J\111,1 a few 
v. f:eks ~.the lOCation wa.s beset by 
d 11g dealers, ~ a.SstliJlts and 
r.ndom sho~. 

'Ibe group is composed of Mus­
li ns wbo practice a more urtboclox 
fum of IaJam than S1.ICb J~ roups as 
If e Nationoflslam, says fou:mier Leo 
r<~Thorpe. ' 

[t i$ a spinoff ofthe Citi2•ei1S Orga· 
nlv.eti Pab-oJ Efforts, or t:OP.E, a 
D~borhood watch estahlished in 
1! 188 in Shaw. Both gtouptS dress in 
aJ qple red T .shirts and rec I baseball 
b:Ltswith "COP.E,Pafrol"l1ritten on 
ttem. 

About two months ago, lll'lllel's of 
tt. e 35-unit Kelsey Gardenl• :omplex 
:u ked Thotpe to arrange S£•curityfor 
tll ~ residents and cmclc: ,a own on 
cl11Jg' dealers who bad gra:vit~ted to a 
P< rkiQg loi in the compl~, Thorpe 
s.F.id. The complex is slated to be 
n1 Uld next month, and a n·l! w struc­
tu re will talm ita place. Tbm:pe said 
ttat the owners want to enoou:mge 
m :>re iiNestment in the aru. 

"Nobody is going to mvest in a 
dl ug.infested area.." tlaid 1'l,orpe, a 
fcnner Advi..'10ry Neighhorhood 
C •mmis..~on mero.ber who .~lso g(le$ 
b;, the Muslim name Mahd-. 

DD other reJ:igi.on-based citizens pa­
trol ·openting in tbe District, credit 
the MusUms with tousting the drug 
dealers 3Jid restoring a measure of 
public safety to ~ neighborhood. 
"'(here was an overwhelming iUffer· 
~ee,"' said Officer Earl Brown of the 
3rd Police District. · 

Pa1rol JDembers cmy no weap­
Olll5, and sever.d of the ;men said they 
had no training in seJi.defense. But 
their presence seems to be effective. 

"You haw eyes and eus in the 
neighborhood," said Cmdr. J..any 
McCoy, who beach) the Third Police 
District. "Most people dop't like w 
commit aimes in front of people 
who are going to tell the police 
aboutthem." . 

Driven by the power of frith, the 
patrol bas a secondary aim: to "call 

:·people to worship .Ailab," said KhalU 
Davis, the imam for the Salafi Soci· 
etyofD.C.mosque. 

Wrth a loog. salt-and-pepper 
beard framing 1Us thin face and 
dressed in a wbite dishdasha, the 
tiaditioual Muslim men's calf-length 
gllmlent, Oavis handed out liter­
ature to passersby desm'bing Islam 
as a religion of peace. 

One leaflet contained two pic­
tures, one of waterialls and natural 
greenery, the other ora huge, smoky 
:firebaJl. ":You dedde,n it said. Ihe 
gJ:Oup called tbe leaflets "'ssam'san­
ti-terror message.'' 

"It is a therapeutic ambience to 
tbe commUDitY," Davis said of the 
religion. "'This creates a community 
tbat :is pure and free of crimes." 

But its message ran be difficult to. 
spread. Davis bied to distribute the 
leaflets to pedestrians, but most re­
fused to take them. 

The .Muslim patrol works l2-hour 
liliifts, three nights a week: Thurs­
day, Friday ami Saturday, which 
Thorpe said are peak nights for drug 
dealing. 

On a patrol one recent weeknight, 
the men walked around tbe complex 
in pairs. They were scouting lor 
"suspicious aciivily" :we.! "u.11dcsir-

1hey pec.~cd behind ,;~argc trash 
cans in alleyt,, lookmg· ftlr drug ad­
~ who utight be ]Jidiug. They 

· went into a p!ll'king lot bctweeu two 
baildings mi walked ·betWeen the 
.ro\vs of cars, boping thEofir presence 
would chase off anyone who migbt 
be lUiking. ' ' 

· "They see us, they wre going to 
·iJE!e." said Thorpe, wht~ ra:niles a 
cellphone to call polk~~ if be ueeds 
help: • 

This night wu une-~~'lltCul. The 
-wallde-talkies, 1'elD2ined 1nute. Resi­
dents walltini~ oUt of thea~ apartment 
.buildingwa~:d to the Muslim patrol 
members. wbo waved m~t:k. 

Residents !leeJD ta reclognize the 
Muslim patrol by now, a11d the Mus­
lims ·bave oonJe to reco~rrize.most of 
the people "ho Jive em~ the bloclt. 
"Assalamu Alaikum." th.ey say in 
greeting - Arabic for "peace be 

. oponyou." 
The Muslin patrol i'OUP iB the 

only one of ils kind in tlle District, 
according to 1;be police department, 
·but seveaal patrol mernbers said 
they hope to duplicate It in other 
oe\ghborboocls. 

"I would 1otre to do it ua ioy neigl\­
borhood," sa:ld Brian C\luistopber, 
40, who livE'.& with his wi:te and two 
clrlldren in a Northeast neighbor­
hood that ruJS DO citizi!DS patrol 
'1M it bas to .Jtart somev1bere." 

Several l'eslQents ancl business 
people said they were ple:tsed the el­
fort bad startEd in Shaw. 

"They are r~ helpin;~· Ollt," v.aid 
TODY Dolford, 38. a Kclsc~~r Gardens 
resident who has Jnred in ~the neigh­
borhood sinCE 1993. 

Everett Lu1:as, 66. owxw tbe ~­
ety Market a::ross the street ,fl'om 
the.aparttueni complex. 1'he madcct 
has been open for 34 yea:n. 

"One tlring you don't sa<e DOW [in 
the neighbo1·bood] is drug activity," 
Lucas said. 

"Knoell on wood, • M::Coy said. 
·It's made a difference. 1illose plan· 
Ding to do l¥1'01lg in i;'he neigh­
borhood bow they Itt'(' 411~t there, 
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