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Mr. STAFEORD. '1 am perfectly aware that we can not con-
fiscate, although ve cand, as the gentleman has stated, make
regulations by law that|{a bailding shall not be used for this
purpose unless It conforms to certain regylations.| I was making
a query of the gentlemap as to whether| the committee in con-
neetion withi this very important subj had given' considera-
tion to the. question as .to what should done with’the present
structures that are so i1l arranged as nof to protect the lives of
those who frequent these tempprary shacks on the Avenue which
are used for moving-plcture siiows.
~ Mr. CAMPBELIL. I will state
consin that we have required fire escapesland additional exits.
~ Mr. STAFFORD. Fire escgpes in th moving-picture-show
buildings do! not provide[the required prdtectiom,

Mr. CAMPBELL, ‘I.am answering theé gentleman’s question,
We have done tha’. The gentleman hag not introduced a bill
prohibiting these bulildiugs being used fbr theaters. We have
po right under the Constitution of the Uhited States-to require
these peopleito tear dow! ,'th(;as bulldings|or to put up others.

- Mr. STAFFORL. DBut the -gentleman from Illinois and
others———- | _ )
" Mr. CARLIN. This bi]l does not touch|that question at all?-

. Mr. CAMPBELL It does not touch that question at-all, It

requires pulldings erected in-the future to be fireproof. )
# Mr, STAFFORD. A The genfleman fronj Illinol§ has suggested
a way that you car. make all bulldings sed.fothheatrlcal pur-

poses fireproof.
Mr. KEIEER. “7The pur

)se for whicl I rose|seems to have
béen passed by.

I (hink lit i3 now made ¢lear t this bill only.

deals with the future 'gtructures and.does not undertake to |.

gulate theaters. As siid|by the gentleman from California

[Mr. KAuN], we can not pass a retrogctive act and require
people to construct their bujldings over jagain, [But it may be
well enough sgmetimes in some bill to[have Tegulations that
will regulate theatcrs and prevent perfdrman being held i
p!z:"ces‘ thntfnré nol. fireprogf. That s janothert question alto-
gether,.

. Mr. CAMPBELT; I quite agree .wltr_ the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. Ketrrg] and the gentleman|from Wisconsin [MAfr.
"STAFroRD]. ’ s
. Mr, KEIFER. This {# not a bill to ipcrease ithe height, but
rather to. régulate how [they shall be bpflt 1f.above a certain
number of stories. ‘

Mr. CAMPBELL. of th

Thit is the purpo bill.

Mr, KAHN. . As o matter of fact, if the gentleman will allow.
nt are not fire-

me, this LiI} reduces the height: of ‘bulldings
-proof.

Mr. KEIFER. That fis 41l right; tod.

Mr. HINSHAW. I noticed in the phper a khort time ago
‘that a.newttheater 18 be constructed in the city, supposed
to be equalto or better) than any now jexistin
t0 . know whether the provisions of this bill will require that
.that structyre wher, completed will be fireptoof. - :

‘Mr. CAMPBELL. " It \will. We want jto get
before they can get their plans approvefl by the commissioners
under the present law..| That is the pufpose of the bill, '

Mr. Speaker, I ask fér.a vote,

-The SPEAKER pro tempore. The qubstion id on agreeing to
the amendnient. ‘ ’
_The question was také¢n, and the amendment

:The bil as nmended|was ordered tol be rea
was read the third time, and passed.

- Mr, SMITH of Michigan. ' Mr. Speak
sent to Lhav -the report /in ‘connection wijth this

is bill through

ag agreed to,
a third time,

{11 just passed
printed|in the Reccrp, o ‘

- The ’ L
“pauyse.]| The Chair h none,
. The report is as follows:

{Hduse Report No. 70, Sixty-first Congress, sechnd sesslon.]
istrict of Colum lk, to whom was referred

tha DU R, To0T0s s A
(] 4(H. R, to \regulate .the height of bulldings in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, report . .
et oG mblay dop t e same back to the House with the recom
- The draft .of this bill wps submitted to this
misatoners of the District ptf Columbia and \
the following letter: )
OFFICR.COMY ISSIONERS oF! THB DisfRICT oF (CoLUMBIA,
‘Waskington, January 22, 1910
of the District of Columbia have the honor

committee by the Com-
8 passage recommended ip

BIR: The Commlissione

to submit herewith draft ot a bill to regulate the hdight of bulldings |

t. .
- ‘There|are various. Iaws how existing in relatl “to| th
the object of the proposed [bill 1s to pgt in ncxoé':e'tg rtllx:“tt:ne:o“:&rl%?xe

in the District. of Columbls, and to]request its enact
daws and the bullding regu 'inubjecq which are some-

atlons on.the sa

to thd gentlehan from Wis- |

‘X would like |

-terior jwalla distances

" greater

, I ask junanimous con-.
.front |the height to

PEAKER pro tempore. Is thefe objection? [After a | the byliding has more than ong front from the main elevation of the
Lrom ! in :

what conflicting and obacure, and.also to make other provisions de-
signed to }imit the construction of combustible buildings and to encour-
age the construction of fireproof bulldlnF-. . S .

The changes, in detall, from tmxrov sion of -existing law and regu.
lations arg Indlcated on the incl memorandum. .

ttul) . :
Very respecttally, HeMNRY B. F.- MACFARLAND,
President . of the Board of OCommissioners
. o of the District of Columbia.
Hon.' Siuvzr W, 8yITR,

Chiirman Commitico on the District of Columbia,
House of Representatives.

The foljowing is the memorandum of the changes In detall proposed
to be mngee in the present Jaw by.this bill, which is referred to in the
last clause of the above letter;| | - r . .

* 8ection 1: Presentiact permits the erection of & nonfireproof bulild.
lnq. to a height of 5 stories, or 60 fect above the sidewalk. :

‘ ug act permits 4 stories, or 50 feet in height. .

** Sectian 2 : Present act permits the erection of a bullding used for
business purposes solely to a he¢ight of 75 feet, without being of ;fire-
proof construction.

ht to 60 feet.

* Propoped act reduces this hﬁ] )

* Bectian 3: Proposed act requires all hotels, apartment houses,| and
ténement [houses 3 stories Iin height or over to be of fireproot .con-
struction up to and including the main floor, and increases the floor
?re:x that| must be inclosed by fireproof partition walls to 2,600 square

et,

at The present act had no requirement that this class of buildings shall
be firepropf up to and including| the main floor, but there i8 a building
regulation (sec. 122a) requiring| a subdivision of area not greater than
1,600 square feet-to be completély inclosed by fireproof partition walls.

* Un. ez the proposed act every. building, including churches, with a
hall havihg a seating ‘capacity [of more than 300 persons shall be of
fireproof construction yp to and including the auditorium floor, | .

*The present law makes this requirement for churches only, what-
ever thelr. saize, . J .

_ *The: present bullding regulations make this requirement for other
buiidingaithan churches. L

* Bection 4 : Prohibits nddltl;ns in helght té combustible bulldings,

when such addition would raise the height of the combustiblg building
to a greater limit than:that permitted for combustible buildings. |

* The present act makes this
proved; to be ambiguous.

*The proposed act /provides étowe-rs. spires, and domes constructed
more than 60 feet above the sidewalk must.be fireproof throughout.

*The present act does not make this requirement.. ]
_ “The proposed act requires every tbeater and-any part of the bufld. -
Ing used as a theater to be of fireproof cons}‘ucﬂon. . .
'm‘ ’I‘lhe-present building regulations require%Whis, but not in suchi spe-
cific language: . ,

s Sectlongls: The proposed act permits the erection of fireproof build-

same requirement, but the wordlné' has

"inga on & business street to a.height of 20 feet In excess of the iimit

permitted by the present law, except that no building {s permitted
erected to exceed in height themr,esent extreme limit.of 130 feet.
- ¥ The pro act permits, on a resldence street 90 feet or over In
width,! the erection of ja bullding to a height of 85 feet at the highest
part of the roof, whereas the present act does not permit the erection .
on a residence street 90 feet or over in width a bullding over 80 feet

fn helght , . . )
_“The proposed act requires that on blocks immediately adjaceat to
ublic buildings the maximum height of ‘a buflding to be erected shall
e regu(‘ \ h‘tbeld by a schedule adopted by the Commissioners of the District
ot Columbia.
. Them resent act has no sugh pr‘sv!slons.ﬁ. The commissioners vaa
found it ﬁndvuable to make such regulations, and the present bullding
G and ‘¥ streets, between

tobq

regulations fix the height of bulldings on
Seventh and Ninth, adjacent to/ the United States Patent Office, and on
Fifteenth street, between PennLylnnla avenue and G street, adjacent
to the-Treasury. Thig clause is inserted .in order that there may be
:géuc{:gglon as to the right of {the commissfoners to make such a
proposed act requires that| buildings .erected to front or abat on .
shall be fireproof and athl ‘not be of a gredter helght than 80
“Tﬁ'.l‘he preseez:it "2 has sllltnl ar ra]ulx":mentl. t.l{ e |
e |propos ac rmits | spires, towers, nthouses, ventilation
shafts, e?c. p‘t)o- be erpcted to [a greater helgb?ethnn any limit| pre-
scrlbeé in this act whén approved by the Commissioners of the District
rovided, ho,wezer{ that such structures shall be freqroof,
uman daccupancy) and they shall set back from the ex-
iequal to itheir respective heights above the adja- .

resent act permits thd erection of these structurds to-a helght '
an the permlssible f helght of the bullding, but does not
reg_ulre them to be firéproof nox to.set back from the exterlor walls.

w Rectlon 7+ The Grdponcs wet nxes the nelght of hulldings to be

T xes the he of hulldings to be meas-
ured from the sldewaﬁ . opposite the middle ogt the front of the dullding
to th £ the roof‘. If: the bullding has more than one

d from ‘the elevation of. the sidewalk

that will permit the yreater helght.
regulgtions fix the helght to be measured If

of Columblia,
not used) for

.cent roof.
“ The

=

ighest point.

the middle ofithe rron'l

opposite
n')'l‘he present buildin

sidewalk|at the street corners,’
. ** Sectlon 8: Makes {buildings
In violation of the prdvisions o
the mapner of prosecution in s
nnlsnncez’

* The

. ! | | : .

erected, altered, or raised .or converted
this act a common nuisance, and (fixes
h cascs and fine for malntenance of the

resent ‘act hps.no suéh provlqlom.“
5T, VINCENT{S “ORPHAN ASYLUM.

- Mr. SMITH of Michigan, I|enll up the bill (H.'R. 17871)
to amend an act entitled * n—rct to incorporate St. Vincent’s

Orphan [Asylum, in the District| of Columbia.”

iWheredg it appears|that byian.pct of Corgreas appr : g
25, 183 Wﬂl?am- atthews, _Mo&thew Degre, pzzrove(.l_ gg‘l"t?l:erg
Thom: arbery, and; Willlam| Hickey, and their sdccessors in dffice;
were -¢onstituted a y . corpofate |in the Dis & | under
the name of * 8t; Vincent’s Orphan Asylum; ose of| con-
dQucting ‘8 home for orphan and|indigent children pignd: of Columbia
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