
4536 CONGRESSIONAL REdO!RD-:P"OUSE~ AJ?RIL 11, 

·Mr. lJANN.<, That rna be; but I subrn t that proposition does 
not come In ,connection lth the erectlo ot bul.dlnga,_ because 
where a man has constru ted a building nder the Jaw Congress 
cn•1 not conliscnte It and the ($tate can t conftlleate lt. . 

Mr. fi'l'Aii'l!~ORD. I a _pettec;tly awn e that we can not. con· 
tii!CatP, althoqgh n·e ca , as the gentle an baa stated, make 
regulatlous ·by law thl!t a bnlidlng aha not he used tor this 
purpose unleBB It confor s to ~rtaln re latlons.l I was making 
a· (JUery 0~ the gerltlema ns~ whether the committee In con-
nection wltti tbls l'ery l po nt subj bad given·~nsldern· 
tlon to the. qnestloll as t whn should done w,lth' the present 
structures that are so Ill arrn~ged as no to pro~ect the lives ot 
those who frequent these tem rary shac son th~ Avenue which 
are u'sed fori movlng-J•Ict rets ows. 
. Mr. CAMPBI<:r.r.. I 111 i s ate to th gentlei)lnn. from Wls· 
cousin that we lmve req l'red re· escapes and additional exits. 

llr. STAFFORD. Fir esc pes In th movlt·plcture-show 
buildings do: not provide. the r ulred pr tectl01r. 

Mr. CAMPBI<:LL. ·I a an werlng th gentle an's question. 
We have done thn :. T e ge Ieman· ha not ln~roduced a bill 
prohibiting tlleae IJUlldl gs b ng used r thea~ers. We have 
no right under the Cons ltutlo of the.U lted St;ates·to require 
these people ito tenr dow thts buildings or to p~t .up others. 
- Mr. STAf.IWIU:>.· B t ~ · gentlem n trOIJl Illlnols and 
others--,- I 
' .Mr. CAili..IN. Tills bll d6e .. ~!J not toucl~· that qu~stlon at all? 

~Ir. CAMPBEL~. It oes riot touch t at que~tlon at·au. It 
relfulres Jmlldlngs «·rect ln. ·the tuture be tlr~proot. · 
" lfr:. STAF)FOUD .. Th gentleman tro Illlnol~ bas suggested 
a wny'tbat you car, makj all buildings sed for !theatrical pur­
poses fireproof. 

Mr. KEIE]ER~ 'J'he.p i"~'se for whlc I ro~se seems to ba,·e 
been passed :by. I 1 hlnk It I now made leur t thls blll only. 
aeals with the tuture · tru ~ur.es and. oes no undertake to 
ll('gulate theaters. As ld by the gent eman t!om: Cautomla 
[Mr. K.&:nN), we cnn n t ss a retro cth·e a t and require 
people to construct the! bu~ldlngs over gain, But It may be 
well enou'gb( I!Qmetlmes n ¥ome bill to 'have 'r gulatlons that 
will regulat; tlleatf'l'll a d ~revent perf rman~ being .held tn: 
places that.lare not fire roqf. That ·Is anothert auestlori alto­
gether';. 
.1\lr. CAMPBELT~ I quite agree witt the. ~ntleman . . trom 

Ohio .[Mr. J{EIFEB) aud/ the gentleman trom Wisconsin [M.r. 
"STAFFORD). j . 
·. Mr. KEIIjER. Tbls t~· not a .blll to ttcrease /the .height, but 
rather. to. regulate now /they shall be b llt It. ltbove a certain 
number of ~torles. . 
· Mr. CAMfBELI... Thrt Is the purpo~ ot .t~blll. 

Mr.- KAHtol •. As n ma ter ot tact. .It t e gentl man wlll allow 
me, this till~ reduC~It .th height: of' 'bull logs . t are not fire-' 
JlrOOf. 

,).lr. KEitER. 'lhat. s ~11 right; t . . 
. Mr. IIIN~niAW. I tlced In the per a short time ago 

to be equal, to or bette th~n any now ~lstln I :would like 
t~ know w~ether tile p ov(slons of thl . blll w 11 require that 

.. that-structure wher1 oo pleted will be rep~oof · 

·thnt a .new! theater ts he construct In tb~clty, ·supposed 

·Mr. CAMPBELL. It lli. We want o get ls blll through 
before· they! can JWt. the r plans !approv by tb cbmmiBBloners 
under the~resent' .lnw.. That Is the pu pose o~ the blll. · 

Mr. Spea er, I askt r.a: vote, 
Th~ SP KEU vro t mt>Ore. The qu~stlon 1~ on ngreelng to 

the adaendn; ent. 
The question· was tnk~n, nnd the ameqament WJlS agreed to.· 

, 'l'he bill ~~ amended '1'11. ·as on:lered to! be read a third time, 
wns rend tl)e third tim , and pnssed. 

.. Mr. SMI'.J,'ll of ll ichl IL ' 1\Irl. Speaker, I ask !unanimous con­
~~ent to~havi-' the ret)ort In ·connection with this ~Ill just pussed 
printed In (he Rt:CHlD. 
. The · PE;AKEU. pro empore. Is the~~ objeclfon? [After a· 

"PP1Q&e.]j Tbe Chair h none. 
. The. report ls as foil ws :' 
l' [HQuae Report No.· 7' 0, .Sixty.ftrat Con~ss, liecl>nd session.] 
The: Committee on the latrlct of Colum 1., to _1!~~m was referred· 

the bill ·i nt. , ll. 100i0) to rexura te . the belg t ot bulldlnga In the. m8 • 
trlct of Columbla1 re~ol't e same back to a ·House with the recom· 
meadatloa that It do pau 

· The draft .of tbla bill w • aubmltted to tills co111mittee b7 tbe ·com· 
mluloaera o( the District f Columbia and Ita puaa~ recommended In 
the foll'!wln~ leUer : · 

Ou~ca. Couussr(l::u:ns orl TUII DriJC'l' orocoLuunr4 
Wa• lngto~, J lll6llf'11 n: 1910. 

ISla: Tile commlul•,ne~of. the District. o Columbl bave the honor 
to aubmlt herewith cll"aft f a bill to regul e tbe h lght of bulldlnga 
Ia the ~latrlct of Col•ambl , and tolrequeat 1 enac:t~ent. . 
· Then\ a.re ."'arloua. l1.wa· ow exlatlog In atlon to ·thl8 matter and 
tbe. ob~t Of the P,ropoaed bill Ia to put Ia nerete f rm theee nrloua 
.aa .. an~ the buiiiJh•c recu a tiona Oil· the sa anbject~ wblc:h are aome· 

wbat eonftlctlog and obacure, and .lllao to make other pro'llllona· 4• 
algued to Jlmlt the eouatructlon of cmnbuatlble. bulldlnp and to encour-
age the ~natructlon ot fireproof bulldlap. , · . 

The clli!Difetl, In detail; trom tb~ J•rovlaloiJ -»f exlattnr law and rep­
lations art: Indicated. on the lncloeed memorandum. 

Ve~7 reapeettully, 
Hll~fl1' B. F. H4CI'AILAifO, 

Pre1fdmf :of rllo Boort1 of Oommu,.o!ln'l 
ot tile J:>utrlcl of Oolumblcl. 

Uon.' S!UUEL W. 8MJTIT, . 
Cllfllrmall CommUtee on file l>l•trlct of Oolutt~Wo, 

Ho.ue of RtPre•entatlf1e•. 
The tol)owlnr Ia tho~ memorllQ<IUm ot the chaagea In detail protM>ae4 

to be mode In the present law b7· tb Ia bill, which Ia referred to In, tbe 
last claulk of the above Jetter n I · .. . . 

" Sectlqn 1 : Present; act perm.tta t lle erection of a aonftreproof blllld· 
In~ to a l!elgbt of IS atorlea, or 60 teet above .the aldewalll:. ' 

. • l'rOVOI&ed act permits " atorlea, or CiO feet In height • 
... Sectl~dnn 2: Present; act pet111U• the erection of a building uacd for 

bualneaa urpoaea aolel7 to a h~IJbt o(. 7Ci feet, without being ot ;ftrc· 
proof eon tructlon. 

" l'ro act reduCt's this b~Jght to 60 feet. 
" Sectl n 8 : Propo11cd act req\Jirea all hotela, apartment houses,! and 

tenement lhou11eli 3 stories In h·.,lgbt or over to be of fireproof ,con· 
structlon up to and Including th!! IBilln Aoor, .and Increases the ttoor 
area that must be Inclosed !17 ftrePNof partlUon walla to 2,600 square 
fc,et. 

"The present act bali no reqnf:meat that .tbli.claaa of buildings aball 
be Orepr f up to and Jncludln the malo lloor, but there Ia a building 
regulauoc:f (sec. 122a) requiring a subdivision of area not greater than 
1,600 aqu11re teet ·to be complete17 lt>cloaed bJ !\reproof paTUUon walla. 

" Unde~ the proposed act .evcf7 building, lucindiag cliurc:hea, with a 
hllll bavlog a seating 'c:apacltr Jof more than 300 persona shall be of 
ftreproof I!ODatructlon UP to and Including the auditorium ftoor, 1 • 
"Th~ present law jakea .tbll requirement. for ·c:burc:bea only, what· 

ever tbel~ size. . 1 :. I 
"The .!resent bulldlnr regul.-tlonl! mllke thla requirement tor other 

bulldlni{S than churcht!ll. . 
"Sectl n ": Prohibita addltl~ns In height :to combustible buildings, 

when such. addition would raise the height of tbe combuiatlblt~ bulldlnc 
.to a ~~:reater limit tblln;that per ltte.l for· combustible bulldlnp. 'I 

"The present.. act makes t.hla Bamt> re<luireD,lent, but the wordtnc· bu 
proved! to be ambiguous. 

. "The proposed act IPrO\'Ideal towe-r11, aplr .. , ana domes constructed 
more than 60 feet above the sidewalk must. be· Ore proof t11roughout. 

"The present act d<iea not .~ke this requirement., 1 
. " The proposed act requires every tbeater and· anr part of the build• 

IDJl used ;as a theater to be of jlrepr~of cona,t.Tnctlon. . ,' 
• Th.e present building regula,tlona requlre"'bla, but ·not In anchl ape-

clftc lanR~Jage; . 
" Section IS : The prc)poaed .act pennlta the erection ·of ftreproof build­

. lnga on a bualnesa 11treet to a. llelgb t of 20 feet In exet>aa of the Umlt 
permitted by the present lawt except that no .bnlldlng Is. permitted to be 
erected to exceed In htlgbt tne1pr~nt extreme Umlt.of 130 feet.. · 

· " The proposed ac:t permits, qn a residence ·street 90 teet or ovl!r In· 
width~ the erection of ja bulldln,g to a height .of 85 feet at the highest 
part or the roof, whereas the present act does not t~ermlt the erection 
on a residence street 90 :feet or ove•· In width a bulldlna: over 80: teet 
In height.· 

"The proposed act requires th-*t •)n 'bloctll lmmedlatelJ' adjacent to 
public buildings the maximum helgb1c of· a building to be erected shall 
be regnla.ted b7 a schedule adopted. by, the Commlaalo~era of the D~.trlct 
of Columbia. · 

"The ~resent act baa no auth lpr.:)vlatona."Tbe · eommtsslonera lha'Ye 
found tit advisable to ~ali:e BUch regulations, aDd the preaent bulldlnC 
regulatlo • fix the belght of bDIIdlltlll on G and ,F streets, between 
Seventh !lnd Ninth, a«Uacent, tot.th!l. Unit~ States Patent Olftce,, a~d on 
Flfteent". atreet, betWfen Pennll)'lvanla avenue· and G street, adjacent 
to the-"l'reaaury. Tbl" clause ,., Inserted .In order that there ma7 be 
no. oueat;ton as to the rlc:bt · !)f lth<! commissioners to mate aui:h a 
regulatlop. · · 

"The ~ropoaed act Ji89ulrea ~at\ b~•lldlngs .erected to front or ab*t on 
the pia~ shall be. flre~root and ahq.JI not be of·. a greater height than SO 
f!llt. ·. ,Tile present act haa simi ar lr8ftulrementa. · . · . 1 · 

"The (pro~Bed aet permlta Bp~ren, towers, rnthou.e., .'lelltll!itlOn ' 
ahafta• t~tc. to· be. er~ted to a greater heigh than any llmltl.pre­
serlbed I~ this act wh n appro ed ~7 the Commlaalonera ·of the Dl•trlct 
of Colu~la, provided, ho~e:v:erj t.hat such atructurea ahall be flrerjroof, 
not ulled for huma11 cupanc7~ and tber •hall aet back trom the ex· 
terlor IW lla dlltancea UAI to ;their respective heights above the adja• . 

.cent roo • · · · 
. "Tlie resent· act nona t~erect ion ot these" iltructnraa to ·a fli!Jght · · 
greater ~an t.be pe. r laalble t he!gbt of the bull"lng, bot does oot 
l'e?ulre t em to be fir proof no to, ae ~ bact from the exterior walla. 

'.Sect. n 6 Is not banged• · 
" Sect!Pn 7: The P~ poaed ac nxl!!l tne belght of bulldlnr· to be meaa­

ured frol)l the sldewal oppoalt ·the tulddle of the front o the building 
to tbj bJgheat point t the r f •. If; the building baa ·mo're thaq one 
front the helgbt to measu d 1r~·m ·tbe elevation of. tbe sidewalk 
OPJ!C!•Ite !the middle of the fron thllt will permit. the .,'Teater hel~rht. 

. The !present butld Dlfr regul tiona fix the height to be .measnred If 
t)Je btrlldlng has mo.r than o.n front from· the main elevation of the 
sidewalk! at the atreet~rnera.• . 1 · ' • · .[ · · 1 . · 
· ·''Section 8: Haki)S :bulldlnga erected, altered, or rolled or c:onvertila 
In violation of the pr vlslona.o this act a common. nuisance, and lllxea 

.the mantr of prosecu lon In 1 h ciUI<!I and ftne for malnten11nce ·o'f. the 
nulsnnce 

"The resent act blla .no aulb pro~rlalo~~a." 
sT. !vrNcn~ s ·oBPIJAN .ABYLUll. 

•. ,Mr.· YITH ot' !. lchlgan r'\ ctlll up the blll (H.; n. 17871) 
to nme. d an act titled ~. ~n ·ret to .lnco.rporate St. Vln~nt's 
Orphan Asylum, 'ln .. fie Dlst let ol~ Colombia." 

jThe ~ •. l iWa~ read .as ~oll ws 
. 1Wbere It .appears that b~· an ·~&ct. ot Colig~eu appro'led· FebtluarJ" 
25, 183 Wllllam attbewa, Matthew Dea,.~~;le PIKer S · Shrl' lber 
Tbom~l arber7 •. and wuuam Hlqke:r. and th!!lr alicceuon ·In· mce: 
were · . tl,tu~ed a · 1. e,orpo te lin the District of Colu~la nder 
tbe n m ot · st, V cent 1 pba' Aaylum;" 'or the purpoae ott eon• 
~ctln · home for "r ban and !nd-.cut chlldrep ; and 
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