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TESTIMONY 

of 

DAVID C. SOBELSOHN 

Comnissioners and staff, good evening. I am David Sobel­
sohn, Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for ANC 6D02. My 
sinqle-member district includes the site of this project. 
My constituents will bear the brunt of any problems caused 
by this project. My constituents will also bene:Eit most 
directly from any advantages this project yields for our 
community. 

Ton:Lght I represent the ANC on which I serve. On September 
10, 2007, all of us present and voting, my ANC voted 7-0 to 
oppose the current application for a Planned Uni·: Develop­
men~:, and to urge you to postpone consideration of the mer­
its of this application for at least 30 days. I~ urging a 
pos·:ponement, we join with the applicants. We take no po­
sit Lon on the merits of the applicants' request Eor an 
amendment to their application. 

We ·1rge you to postpone consideration of the merits for 
sev•3ral reasons, included in our resolution. We sent you a 
cop1 of that resolution on September 17. Briefly summa­
riz·=d, our reasons focus on our lack of time, prior to our 
September 10 meeting, to review substantial changes in the 
applicants' proposal--all of which date from this month, 
September, including the request for an amendment, and a 
loajing-dock site change just last week; the DC Department 
of rransportation's failure, even now, to have sent us a 
transportation analysis; and the applicants' failure, thus 
far, to propose a satisfactory community-benefits agree­
ment. 

If built as planned, this project will include the largest 
apartment building ever built in Southwest north of I 
Street. When all its units have occupants, this building 
alone will increase Southwest's population by up to 10%. 
The applicants now propose to make this our neighborhood's 
tallest apartment building, casting morning shadows over 
the homes of many of our residents, and afternoon shadows 
over our only municipal swimming pool. And they expect ve­
hicles to service the project through one or more of four 
currently (fully or partly) closed streets. 
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Over the years, too many developers have seen our community 
as a goldm:Lne and current residents as wastewater to dis­
carj while pann.ing for upper-class replacements and high­
end retail. If bringing the Corcoran College to Southwest 
will mean art students inside a building and nothing more, 
we wonder if this project will justify the dislocation and 
disruption of its construction, let alone the burclen of a 
huge new building· in which few of us now in the community 
would have the funds to afford an apartment. 

At the same time, a good community-benefits agreement--in­
volving serious commitments by these applicants to our com­
munity--could make this project this most important addi­
tio~ to the cultural life of our neighborhood since Arena 
StaJe moved to Southwest 46 years ago. Commitments for se­
rio~s community involvement could lead us to strongly sup­
port the application. 

For over a month, we have worked with the applicants to se­
cur= those cortliYlitments. We hope and trust that, by your 
next hearing on the merits, we will have those inportant 
commitments, in writing, and can support the revised PUD 
and Map Amendments. 

UntLl then, we oppose the pending application and urge your 
pos:poning consideration of the merits for at least 30 
day3. 

Thank you. 
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