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To the Members of the Commission: 

This letter COilltitutes the WBBhiqton Smart Orowth Alliance's 
support for 5200 Wisconsin A venue. 

The Washiqton Smart Growth Alliance (tbe "SOA") is a joint 
effort of the Greater WasbiDpm Board of Trade, the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation, Enterprise Community Partners, tbe Metropolitan 
Washinpon Builders' Council, the Coalition for SDUil't* Oro~ 
and 1be Urban Land Institute Washiqton. The SOA's mission ia to 
research, identify and encouraae land use, development and 
trllllSpOrtation policies and practices that protect enviromnental 
auets and enhance our reaion 'a quality of life. The SOA 's 
Recoplition Proaram d.istiquilhes speciflc development proposals 
tbat exemplify smart growth characterilti01. Please note that this 
reco1111ition is comiDa solely &om the Smat Growth Alliance, and 
should not be coast:rued or communicated as comina from any of 
the six organizations specifically or individually. 

The Recognition Program uses criteria iDcluding project location, 
mobility and accessibiUty, density, c:lesian, diversity of uaes, 
affordable houaina, the envi.nmmen.t, community usets, mel public 
participation to evaluate project proposals. The SGA "s Recopiti.on 
Jury meet& quarterly to review project proposals and to select tho., 
best meeting the criteria. 

The jury met on Aprill3, 2006 to review 5200 Wlsccmsin Avenue. 
The review included an analysis of each project baed on specific 
information submitted with the appliclltiOD and independent 
research and review by staff for SGA. Applying all of the SOA 
criteria, the jury felt that this project would add tremendously to 
the Upper Wisconsin corridor by providinc a well-designed 
residential developmeat with sorely-needed neiahborhood-serving 
mall just 300 feet from the Friendship Heiahts Metro. Critical to 
the jury's support waa the commitment to improve the public apace 
abutting the property through eliminating curb cuts, enhancing the 
sidewalk, and providing trees and flower beds. They will also be 
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u))ll'8dinl the adjacent PEPCO mbltaticm, which wiD iDclude 
replacement of bricked over windows with new storefi'ont displace 
windows. Finally, the jury applauds Akridae'• commitment to 
achieve LEED certification, a distinction not yet achieved by a 
residential building in Wubington, D.C. 

While traffic and parking are often concema when new 
development is proposed, we believe that a compact, mixed-use 
project so close to a Metro station will actually help to relieve 
traffic congestion. Additionally, Akridge bas committed $40,000 
to f\md a "Friendship Heiabts Tnmspoi1Btion Manapmen1 
CoordiDator" who would be a colltrador reporting clireetly to 
DDOT. This penon would be tasked exclusively with workiDa on 
parking and traffic challenges which curnatly exist in the 
neiJhborhood. There will also be a prohibition on residents of 
S220 Wisconsin obtainins Residential Parkina Permits. Finally, 
they will be providiq declicatcc:l spaces for car sbariDa vehicles 
and bic~le par.ld.ng (in addition to showerl and chanaing room). 

While the development itself will, we believe, provide ameaitles 
for the surrourufiDa neighborhood, they haw also qreed to t\utber 
benefits for existina institutions. For instalce, they have qreed to 
make a $100,000 contribution to JaDile)' school~ $500,000 donation 
to the Lisncr Home which provides ~ervices to low-income 
senion; and $30,000 to IONA ICilior services. 

The jury recopi'ZN a project baaed on the project's design as of 
the dme of the jury's review and based on the information 
available to the jury at that time. The jury teserve1 the ri&bt to 
modify or revoke ita recopi.1ion if the project cbanaes so 
sipificamly that it DO longer meets one or more of the SGA 
criteria. For projects at an early development approval stage, we 
encoura1e \\'Ork by the developer and the public authorities to fully 
utilize the Smart Growth Recognition Proanm criteria as such 
desip details are finalized. 

Please let me know if you bave any further questiom. 

smce;,~ ~ 1k 
Executive Director 
Washington Smart Growth Alliance 
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