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Re Case #06 03 Polhn Memonal Commwuty Development LLC - Square 5040 & Parcell' z 
170/27 and 170128 Kerulworth Park at Hayes Street, N E ) 00 c-J 

Dear Drrector 

Please enter my name to the official record on Zomng CommJsston Case# 06-30 as bemg 
opposed to the subject application My Interest m this case 1s sunply as a Dtstnct of Columbia 
(DC) restdent who ts concerned about the health of Its waterways parks and environment, and of 
the future of our great ctty Smularly I encourage the DC Zorung Commtsston to deny the 
subject zomng change that would allow this Hayes Street, N E section of Kemlwortb Park to be 
developed for restdent1al purposes Although the subject site 1s no pnstme envtronment, 1t ts 
unportant contlguous Anacostla Park natural hab1tat and Anacosn.a River buffer Furthermore, 
future park Improvements that wdl occur here, mcludmg the Anacostla Rlverwalk Trad, will 
suffer from the permanent physical and VISual mtruston this prOJect Will create 

There IS an AnacostJa River udal tributary that flows through a pomon of the subject property It 
supports fish, frogs and turtles nest m the areas next to stream Numerous buds and mammals 
use the other portJons of the property It 1s extremely dJsappomnng, outrageous, and frankly 
speak1ng, offensive to learn that DC and the Natl.onal Park Servtce (NPS) are worktng together to 
develop this Anacost!a parkland to permanently ehmmate this natural and wetland habttat 
from the ctty and from the Anacostla Rlver 

Wlule there may be laws that allow the DC and the NPS to exchange lands w1th mmJmal process 
or envuonmental analysis, clearly the res1dennal development ofth1s natural Anacostla River 
buffer that has been managed by the NPS for many years constitutes a controversial federal 
act10n and should be subject to a higher level ofNatJ.onal Envuonmental Pohcy Act (NEPA) 
analysiS 

In the early 1980's the NPS tnltlated a planmng process tn accordance WJth NEPA for 
Kemlwortb Park That planmng mcluded th1s subject s1te m the over 700-acres ofKemlwortb 
Park and AquatiC Gardens and mvolved considerable pubhc rev1ew and parttclpatlon at that tune 
It resulted m the Development Concept Plan for the Kenilworth Park & Aquat1c Gardens wruch 
IS stl.ll the only approved plan for the park Such a s1gruficant change 1n land use should reqmre 
additional NEP A analysis m the form of an Environmental Assessment or Envlionmental hnpact 
Statement At a mm~tnum, this process should be slowed-down so that Anacostta Park and '"'ISSION 
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Anacostta Watershed restoratlon stakeholders can learn more about tills It was only by chance 
that I learned about tills project a few days ago 

At a tune when tremendous pubhc mvestment and volunteers' sweat eqwty ts gomg mto 
restonng the Anacost1a Rtver envll'Onment, It IS absolutely absurd for DC and the NPS to do thts 
and stlllgtve bp-semce supporting the restoration of the Anacostla Watershed It IS areas such 
as thts, nver buffers and small wetlands, that are cntlcal to protectmg and unprovmg the 
Anacostta Rtver Watershed You can't Improve the nver enVJronment and pave 1ts contiguous 
parklands and stream buffers at the same time The National Park Semce should be 
embarrassed to be part of such an action that 1s so contradtctory to, and m VJolat1on of, 1ts 
purposes and rruss10n 

Unl1ke other recent h1gh-profile transfers of Anacost1a Park lands, Anacostta Rtver restoration 
actiVISts and stakeholders are not aware ofth1s public parkland gtveaway It seems almost 
secret Thts proposed development reeks of environmental mJusbce and I do not believe such an 
acnon would even be attempted on any portion of Rock Creek Park Please thmk about the 
future and end thts cluppmg-away of pubhc space The areas unmed1ately adJacent to tlus sile 
offer more than enough housmg-both extstJng and pl8DI1ed 

Lets not constram or restrict the potential of Anacostta Rtver parklands by contlnumg the slow 
cbtppmg away of areas that have served so long as sanctuanes for wetland and other wild 
spec1es We need to protect the park land we have, and avotd such permanent VJsual and 
phys1cal mtrus1ons hke thts that WJII degrade future park enhancements that Will happen Unl1ke 
other recent transfers of Anacostla park land that resulted from Congressional actton you have 
some control over th1s Please deny thts request and trtlly make a stand for restonng the 
Anacostla River Watershed Thank you for your constderatton 

Smcerely, 

Gregory C Syphax 
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Important Pomts (Summary) 
• The stte IS conuguous Anacosba parkland 
• Although not pnstme the S1te IS Important natural habitat and has a tidal tnbutary of the 

Anacostla Rlver 
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• The stream wetlands, and upland areas of the s1te support fish frogs turtles deer, numerous 
songbuds and other wlld species 

• Th1s s1te IS exactly the land of stte recogm:z:ed by the Chesapeake Bay Program, the 
Anacostta Watershed Management Commtttee, and others watershed restoration 
stakeholders, as bemg cntlcal buffer and protection for the Rlver as well <ll> habitat 

• The permanent ehmmanon ofthts pubhc park land and nver buffer confhcts sharply wtth the 
Interagency and public efforts to restore the ~acost1a R1ver Watershed 

• The property 1s part ofKerulworth Park, and was part of the approved 1986 Development 
Concept Plan for Kerulworth Park & Aquauc Gardens that went through stgruficant public 
rev1ew per National Environmental Polley Act (NEPA) That st11l remams the only 
approved plan for park development 

• This proposed permanent change m park land use IS provocative and constitutes a stgruficant 
Federal action that should requrre addttlonal compliance wtth NEPA, m the form of an 
Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement 
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July 23, 2007 

D C Board of Zonmg Adjustment (BZA) 

Attached 1S my statement of opposttton to the proposed rezonmg and development of the 
Pollm Memonal Commwnty Development (PUD) stte m Square 5040 & Parcels 170/27 
and 170/28 Unfortunately, I wtll not be able to attend the scheduled pubhc bearmg 
tomght regardmg tlus matter However, I would apprectate havtng thts letter read mto the 
record 

Smcerely 

Gregory C Syphax 
202 271-1439 Cell 
202 291-8659 Home 
202 291-0485 Off ,_, 
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