
0"/16/2007 09 32 FAX 2027244481 ANACOSTA WATERFRONT CORP ~ 002/004 

July 16, 2007 

ANACOSTIA 

·~ WATERFRONT 
()rJ1•1-'Cijl1 

Ms Jemly R Kress, Dtrector 
DlStrict of Columbia Office of Zomng 
441 4th Street, NW 
Smte 21 0 South 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Ms Kress, 
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Thank you for the opportumty to comment on the Setdown Report for ZC 06-30 for The 
Pollm Property Comments from the staff of the Anacostta Waterfront Corporation are 
outlmed below Please feel free to contact us for more mfonnatton on these tssues 

Sustainable Development 

Wtth reference to Gmdmg Pnnctplc 34 of the Comprehensive Plan, we lughly 
recommend that the Zonmg Commission examine use of the recently adopted Anacostta 
Waterfront Corporation Envuorunental Standards (copy attached) as a gwde for 
envtrOrunentally responstble development for proJects along tlus vital river resource The 
standards address several ofthe tssues addressed m the Setdown Report, mcludmg 
stonnwater management and protection of wetland resources The standards also address 
green bmldmg and particularly compliance With the U S Green Building Counctl LBBD 
program or-for low-nse affordable housmg projects bke this ono--thc Green 
Commuruttes Standards developed by Enterpnse and the Natllral Resources Defense 
Council 

We understand that The Polhn ProJect ts already coordmatmg With the Green 
Commuruttes program, which we applaud We encourage OP to work With the developer 
to look comprehenstvely at green bmldmg, stormwater control, and Site planmng to make 
tlus project a regtonalleader to demonstrate the vtabillty and the constderable econonuc 
and human health benefits of sustamable development and green bmldmg 

Open Space and Wetlands 

Wtth respect to open space and wetlands preservation, we understand that the redefined 
PUD scope does not mclude the western sections of the prevtously defined subject Site 
We are aware ofseveral charactertzattons that have identified wetland areas m the 
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western section of the sUbJect site along the unnamed creek Wlule the PUD scope has 
been reVIsed, we encourage actions to preserve and enhance the qualtty oftlus adJacent 
habitat area (perhaps in cooperation Wlth the Nanonal Park Serv~ce) Enhancement of 
this area through mvas1ve spec1es removal and restoration acbVltles could create Vltal 
hab1tat, protect ex1stmg resources, and Improve the appearance of the green space 
adjacent to the proposed PUD and nlllghbonng res1dences 

At a JDJD1mum, enhanced control of eros1on and runoff must be put in place during and 
after construction to prevent damage to wetland areas directly downstream of the PUD 
s1te The fillmg act!Vltles to meet tloodplam requirements are ofpllrtlcu!ar concern. 

Stormwater Management 

W1th respect to stonnwater control, we are concerned about the proposal to wa~ve 
quantity control reqwrements for the project and are pleased that OP has requested more 
mformatlon m tlus regard We are not aware of the storm sewer configuration m the area 
or how the proposed "direct outfall" to the Anacostla would be accomphshed. The Site is 
several thousand feet from the nver end the reference to direct outfall could mean outfall 
to the 1nbutanes adjacent to the PUD Any proposal to discharge to these 1nbutmes 
would be of great concern as 1t would lead to stream and bank eros1on end compound 
severe eroSion and sedimentation problems 

Moreover, rather than seek a WaiVer from quantity controls, we strongly encourage OP 
and the developer to explore options to exceed msttng quantity controls through on-s1te 
infiltration, storage and reuse options Depending on s1te conditions, on-s1te mfiltrallon 
may be a practical option to reduce stormwater runoff Storage for ~mgatlon or other 
uses may also be practical, particularly through decentraliZed use of ram barrels end other 
teohnologtes For water that 1s directly discharged to the Anacosua, the project should 
agam exceed water quality treatment standards-we agam refer you to the stonnwater 
prDVISIDDS of the A we EnVlrDnmental Standards for gllldance Systems designs can be 
modified to remove typtcal pollutants of concern including nutnents, o1ls pesticides and 
herb1c1des, and bactena. These systems typically takes the form of landscape and 
streetscape elements such as ram gardens, blofilter stnps, and filtering tree planters With 
underdrams A we Is actively engaged 1n des1gn and construction of =lar eystems end 
would be glad to proVIde Input on their use 

Waterfront Area Elements 

The PUD currently fWfills many objectives of the Waterfront Area Elements of the 
Comprehens1ve Plan mcludmg 

• PohcyUD-13 7 Nmghborhood ConnectiVIty- Improve the physwal connections 
between neighborhoods and nearby waterfronts 

• Po hey FNS-2 6 2 Kemlworth Parkside Tr&nslt Onented Development- Support 
DUXed-use residential, retail, and office development on the remalillllg vacant 
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properties in the Kemlworth-Parkside llCI.ghborhood. Take advantage ofthls 
area's proxuruty to the Mmnesota Avenue Metrorall statlon and 1ts relauve 
Isolation from the low dellSlty smgle fimuly netghborhoods to the east to 
accommodate med!.um to lngh density housmg that 1s well connected to transit 
and the adJacent waterfront open space 

• Pohcy FNS-2 6 3 Density Tranmtlons at Parks1de - ProVIde appropnate hetght 
and scale triiiiSltlons between new Ingber density development at Kerulworth­
Parkstde neighborhood and the established moderate density townhomes and 
apartments m the VlClJllty Bulld!.ngs With greater hetghts should generally be Sited 
along Kerulworth Avenue and Foote Street, and should step down m mtens1ty 
movmg west toward the nver 

Addltlonally, A WC strongly encourages the developer to effectively re-engage the 
adJacent communities, espectally the current Parkside residents AWC IS aware that there 
IS a new AdVIsory Neighborhood CommtsSioner (ANC 7007) and new PreSident of the 
Parkside Townhome Association, since the orlgmal Polhn plan was submttted m 2006 
Addttlonal outreach is recommended to engage both new and prCVlously acnve 
stakeholders m the surroooding commuruhes 

z;;,_~/t$ 
UweBrandes 
V 1ce Pres1dent, Capital ProJects and Planning 
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