
AUG. 28,2006 08:21 2029651080 

RECBVEe 
D.C. OFFWeiv.d~~ C i li:Gcns A.ssot!iallon 

WaAhinglon, I ).C. 
Z!]Jrf AUG 2 8 ~ tlf!o'Atmnt nn IM I:MI • I'Oiomac Par~ on lh4.> Rtx.th 

RodC Orenk ~ MP F'IIIMIIIC! on-the WL'il • N Stroot Uri IIIII ~rill 

Ms. Carol J. Mitten, Chairpunon 
District of Columbia Zoning C'.ommission 
Office of 7..oJ'Iit:13 
441-4th Street, N. W. 
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Re: Opposition to GWU's 8125106 RequeSt to Reorder 9/14 ZC Public Hearings 

D\tar Ms. Mitten: 

In response to two AUJUSt 4. 2006 Zoning Commission Notices of Public l:learing. on August 
J 6tb, the West End Citmms Association (WHCA) submitted two lcttt.n to the Office of Zoning 
Director. One .requested 04Part)''' statwr for Z.oning Commissiott Case Nos. 06-1.1 and 06~12 
~lating to the George Washington University (GWU). The other eXpressed the WECA 's intent 
to testify on Case No. 06-19, Text Amendment- College and University Regulations. The 
Commi_ssion's Notice for Case No. 06-19 slated, "TinS CASE IS OF INTEREST TO ALL 
ADVISORY NHIOIIBORHOOD COMMISSIONS ... The case will be heard iJ.tJmediately prior 
to the hearing on ZC Cases 06--11 and 06-14" (emphases added) .• 

This lett«'~ses the WECA's opposition to OWU's August 25111 request (at the bottom ofp. 
2 of Maureen Dwyerys ••supplemCDJal F"ding .. letter to you on these 3 cases) to reorder lhe 
Commission's Septembel' 14111 two public hearillgs. F"ust, shlcc the Tcgt Amendment (Case No. 
Q6..19) is of interest city-wide. nsotderitag it to after four (4) days of public testimony on OWU,s 
land use applications (Cas, Nos. 06-ll & 06-12) would be unfair to interested persons 
throughout the City and inappropriate_. Also, the WECA believes tbat_any reordering should be 
indicated in a supplemental Notice published in the .QC .Res!S£, providins the mi~Jitnum 40 
days of public notice, as required by 11 PCMR §3014.1(a). Second. the WfiCA tinnly bc:lieva 
that the Commissic:;n should not hear GWUts land use ~pplications (Nos. 06-1 J & 06-12) until a 
Text Auumdment is finalized. 

Please find attached a 1-page documem entitled "Quotes Related to Sequencing of Text 
Amendment Case Bcforu OWU Cases. H It begins by elting the WBCA •s February 12th letter 
stating. "the WECA believes that OWU's Notice of .Intent for an ~nibus PUD and Map 
Amendment is not ~twitb the zoning regulations ... Next i$ a detailed WECA e-mail to 
the Office of Planni_ng (OP) Pircctor as ':'input for OP's report to ZC for its setdown 
consideration of GWU's recent filings.'' Ugfortunately, ()p did not capt.ure the main WECA 
pailll in its April 1 cfA &et4own report. The WECA stated, .. OWU' s 2116 filings make multiple 
mentions of the need for OP to draft a Text Amendment. to lbe rules governing camJm5 plans. 
'l'lw WECA believe.~ that this need is recognitiQn that, under the current zoning rul$s. GWU 
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cannot proceed w/o a change to them ... the WHCA believes that, until a Text Amendment is 
published for public comment. the Zoning Commission holds a h~g on lhe proposed text. &. 
then tho Text Amendment is published as a final ru~ the Commission cannot .•• hold a public 
hearing (emphasis added)." The Plaza Condominium's March 27th Jetter elaborates, ... l'lle Plu.a 
believes that any public hearings ... by the Y..onins Commission are premature since changes in 
the City's zo.oing regulations for campus plans and PUDs arc necessary fll'S1.'' 

On August ltilb, the Foggy Bottom and West find Advisory Neighborhood Commission (.t\NC· 
2A) passed a resolution that the Text Amendment case sho\J,Id be heard and finali~ first, i.e .• 
before the Commii;Sion hears OWU's land use applicationlJ. The law requires the CommiS!!Iion to 
give "great weight .. to ANC-2A. 

The WECA intends to present testimony during the Text Amendment Case No. 06-19 that will 
elaborate on what changes in ruJea should be made (and published in f.mal) before the 
Commission hears OWU's land use cases. 

If any additional information is needed, Barbara K.ahlow can be reached during the day on (202) 
965-1083. 

Attachment 

cc Maureen Dwyer, C'..aunsel for OWU 
Vb;lcent Mi~ Chair, ANC-2A 
Travis Parker, OP 

2 

Sincerely, 

p~'>\~(A~ 
V'J~hn C. Batham 

Prcsi()cnt 
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Quotes Related to Sequencing of'Text Amendment Case Before OW'U Cases 

2/t 2/06 WBCA letter tp OZ Diregtor Jerrily Krps 
'"the WBCA believes that ClWU's Notice of Intent for an omnibus PUD and Map 
Amendment is not consistent with the 7.oning regulations. , •. 

In addition to the key sequencing ('"cart before the horse"- filing a. Notice of Intent for a 
PtJO and Map Amendment ••• , the WHCA questions whether ... " 
2121/06 WECA e-mail to OP Director F.llcn McCarthy 
flvmr Barbara Kahlow [malfto:barbora.kahlow@)Vertzon.net) 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2006 5:33PM . 
To: 'EIIen.McCarthy@Cic.gov' 
Cc: 'vnm3@learthlink.net'; "M Thomas - ANQA02'; 'Sara Maddux' 
SUbject: Input for OP's report m ZC for fts setdown mnsfderatlon of GWU's recent filings 

Ellen - On behalt of thGt We~t End C.i. t..i.zwn& Aa~oc:.i.at. inn (WF.CA), l .arn 
forwarding to you as Director c£ OP a .2/1.2/06 lottor f:tom th9 WECA ta 
0~ aski~9 oz to return ~~O's 2/6 Notice of Intent ~ its l/16 ti~inqs 
[Special Exception application, Campus Plan ~ppl1oa~ion, ' 1st ~tage 
PUD & Zoning Map Amendment application; w/o furthor proceosing. CWU's 
2/16 Ellinqs ~ake multiple mentions of the need for OP to draft a Text 
Amendm~nt to th~ ru!es qoverninq compuo pl~nD. The WECA believes that 
this nead is recognition that, under.the r:\.l.:r:rent zoning rules, GWU 
ca~not proceed w/o a chanqe to ~hem, as the W£CA's 2/12. letter so 
indicatft!l. A!l .a c:cm:-sttquan(!l!l, t.he t-fF.C'.A believes that, until a Text 
Ama_ndment 1.5 published tor public COIDmtmt, tht~ Zouluq CullDlllss.i.un hulda 
a hc<u:1ng on the proposed t..tt:xt., & thara the Text Amendment is published 
as a :tinaJ. rule, the Commisoion c:annor. !ful.dc)wn t.ht~~ c;lo\St~~, ho 1 d 111 pub 1 i c: 
hHrtr·ing, Mtc;. Plet~~:~e Include a ai .. scussion ot the WECA's anaJ.ys.is in 
OP's report to tl:te Commission prior to its setdown consideration ...... 

312UD6 The Plaza letter to OZ Director Jen-ily Kre88 
"'the PJa?.a believes that any public hearings or t\utber consideration by the Zoning 
CommissiQn ate premature since changes ~ the City's zoning regulations tor campus 
plans and PUD.s are necessary first." 

411 U/06 OP Setdown Rgrt (p. 20) 
"Text Amendment -
The second cha,ngc that is necvssary to accomplish lhu proposed [GWU] plan is a ch.a:nge 
to the ~isting lang\J&ge ofSection21 0.3 of the zoning :regulations. ... Thete arc 
currently no other university properties in the city with R-S.D or R-S·E zoning with the 
exception of two wdating dotms on the Howard Ux:rlversity campus zoned R-S-E ... 

8/4/06 PC B&Bi&J$t 'lrmins Cgmmission Notice of Public Hearing on Text Amendment­
Cpllcgc & Univsnit..Y R;gulatiops (53 DCR 6349) 
"THTS CASE iS OF INTEREST TO ALL ADVISORY Nt=!OHBORHOOD 
COMMISSIONS •.. 
The case will be heard immediately prior to the hearing on ZC Cases 06-11 and ()(,..12"' 
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