
*** Foggy Bottom and West End 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC-2A) 

0/o St. Mary's Court 72S 24tb S1reet, NW WashinJton, DC 20037 ~~:.;q 
ZONING COMMISSION 
. District of ColueJ\tE NO._ September 7, 2006 

RE: Independent Headcount Audit ofThe George Washington Universjtv 

Dear Dr. Canavan: 
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The pmpose of this letter is to express my concern about the process by which your staff has usa to 
conduct an "independent .. audit of the headcount of'Ihe George Washington University (GWU or 
University). 

As you know, the Foggy Bottom and West End Advisory Neighboihood Co1nmission (ANC 2A or 
Commission) requested that the Zoning Administrator~ct an independent audit of the headcount to 
ensure compliance with BZA Order 16553-L The Commission requested this action by two resoll,ltions. 
This matter is of significant consequence as Condition 20 ofBZA Order 16553-I, the cummt campus plan 
for GWU, provides that no special exception apPlication filed by the Univem.ity may be granted unless the 
University first proves it has remained in substantial compliance with Conditions 1 through 19 of the 
Order, which includes limitations on headcount. Tbjs matter is of signifi~ c:xmsequence as the 
Universit.y has submitted several applications which ate cumm.tly pending before the Zoning 
Commission. 

Many m the Foggy Bottom and West End community were encouraged whe.o the Zoning Administrator 
agreed to conduct an audit of the University's headcount and that such audit would be conducted 
independently and with goVetlm)ent funding. However, actions which have recently come to light have 
dramatically impacted both the veracitY of the independent audit and the integrity of the Department in 
this matter. 

R.ecently, !teamed that a draft version ofthe scope of work for the independent audit was shared with 
University officials for comment and their input was incorporated into the final version. ANC 2A. which 
requested the. audit, was provided no such opportunity. Further, it was suuested in an email about this 
subject that,. as Chairperson, I consenred to the document and this process. Specifical1:y, an email to you 
from Bill Crews dated July 13, 2006, 6;58 p~ states, "Charles Barber and I have agreed on a scope of 
work for the OWU Student headcount audit. 1 have run Ehis by tbe ANC Chair and he is satisfied with the 
scope."' 

I mUst cmrect the record. I did not agree to the scope of worlc. It was never shared with me, nor were my 
comments--or tb:ose of the Commission-ever solicited. 

Frankly, I am shocked by the misrepresentation made on this matter. I first leamcd that an auditor had 
been secured through a representative of GWU. 1 am als~ ~e~ that the ~ep~t w?ul~ share the 
scope of work for consent by the entity to be audited. This 1s particularly disturbmg constclenng tbe 
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considenlble weight that the com'O'Ulnity, ANC 2A, a:nd the 7...oning Commission place$ on the vetacity 
and independtnc:e of Zoning Administrator. h is suggestive of collusion and a pre-delennined outcome 
related to~ of extraordinary importance to my neighborhood and the Pistriot as a whole. Y~ must 
take imnledi.ate action to rectify this issue. Further, tbe pending zoning matters must be postponed until a 
truly independent audit is conducted. 

Please note that bt my :many years on an ANC, I have never talam action such as represented by this letter. 
Various requests for infonnation by ANC 2A commiSsioners related to the audit have gone UDallSW'eied, 
as have FOIA requests. Further, Mr. Crews committed to neighbors to revisit tl'le scope of work and he 
indicated a 1'eS]lOJise to community concerns was forthcoming. This was weeks ago. We are wajting. 
Your prompt t"eSpOnSC to this matter is of critical importance. Your prompt attenticm to the FOIA 
requests submitted by Commissioner Michael Thomas is also requested 

Sincerely, 

VmceMicone 
Chairperson 

cc:: Councilmember Jim Graham, (202) 724-8109 
Alfreda Davis, Chief of Staff to the Mayor, (202) 727..0505 
Inspector Genem1 Cbarles J. Willoughby, (202} 727-9903 
Carol Mitten, Cbmperson, 2'Aning Commission, (202) 727-6072 

Attachments: ANC 2A Resolution #0306-RA4 
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THE FOGGY BOTTOM AND WEST END ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMISSlOiof(~c·iA) 'RESOLUTION #0306-RA4 

Resol'ldlt>n Pertaining to .lnnructlons Provided by the Zoning .A.dministrtzror for an Independent 
Audit ufthe Enrollment P1'0vislons of The George Washington Unlventty Campus Plan 

WHEREAS, Condition 8 of the currently effective campus plan for The George Wasb.inJton 
University (Board of Zoning Adjusunent (BZA) Orders Nos. 16553-F and 16553·1) provides in 
pan: "Student enro11ment (headcount) over. the life of the plan sball not exceed 20,000 
stndcnts •• -~· and 

WHEREAS, the Univezsity never challenged the enrollment limits before the BZA, and indeed 
stated that tb.ey should be continued (9eorge WMhington University v. District of Columbia 
Board oflxming Adjustment. 831 A.2d 921.937 (D.C. 2003); and 

WHEREAS, !he Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia described the effect of the quoted 
porlion of Condition 8 as follows: "As a condition of approval ofthe campus plan. Condition 8 
imposes Umitationa on student enrollment ..•. During the ten-)'~ life of the plan, total student 
enrollment. both full and part-time may not exceed 20,000 a1: any one time"; and 

WHBREAS, the ZoniDg Administrator for the District of Columbia is undertaking to determine. 
with the assismnce of an independent audit, wbetb.er The George Washington University is in 
compliance with Condition 8; and 

WHBREAS, The George Washington Univemity has reported to 1he U.S. Deparl:lnent of 
Education, to the Office of Planning ofthe District ofColwnbi~ and has posted on its own web 
site lhtto:l/www.gwu.edul-ire/on earnpus eOS,htm) enrollment figures for the fid_l semester of 
2004 and for the fall semester of2005 which appear to C(ceed the 20.000 limit imposed by 
Condition 8; and 

WHEREAS, now~ in tbe plan documems~ ~e orders adopting the plan, or the coun decisions 
COastn:Ung the plan, is tbere any suggestion that the plain language of' Condition 8 should not 
control. so that all students being educated by The George Washington University at any one time 
should be coumed toward the limi1:atiQI1 ofthe condition; and 

WHEREAS, based on the language of Condition 8, there is no justification for the exclusion of 
any students, as may be s~ by the University or other parties. For example, students 
resident at 1be Mount Vemon campus ate ~ported to and fi'om The Fogy Bottom oampus at all 
hours, Where they take courses and participate in tbe fUll ~ge of campus activities; and 

WHBRBAS, the Zoning Adminjstrator $0uld determine Whether persons not reported by the 
University for other purposes should properly be iocluded in the enumeration ofthose within the 
limit of Condition 8. Such additional students could include, tor example, elCCbange students, 
continuing .students, and students in special or limited courses. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT .RESOLVED THAT A:NC 2A ~Uests the ZODI.ng Administralor for 
the District of Cohnnbia instruc;t the independent auditor tetained for the pwpose of auditing 
enrollment for The George Washington University to apply the plsi.n language of Condition 8, 
which does not provide for exclusions of any classes of stUdents. 

£d WdCl : L0 900G L0 'd3S 6lS121 l98 20G "ON 3NOHd 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 06-12
201



BB IT FURTHER RBSOL VBD THAT ANC 2A requests that the Zoni1Jg Ad.mlnimator rBqUiro 
The George Washington University to dlsolose the nu~bers of all persons taking courses or 
participating in educaticmaJ activilics on any basis and for any J=gth ottime~ and should mstruGt 
t1ie auditm:a to ii1clucle such persons wlt.hln the appti~able headconnt for relevant dates. 

DATE: Ma!dllS, 2006 

ANC.2A SMD AYE NAY~ ABsTAIN ABSBNT MOVBP SECoNDED 
01 i.BHRMAN I ! I X l • I 

02 'IliOMAS X I -L--f i X 
03 SAVAGB i X i . i ~ ... 
04MORRJS 

. 
X I I l ! .. IL -

i I OSMILLBa X ! I ,._ 
1 -06MICONB X I ! X I 
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