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Re: George Washington University's ''New Campus Plan" 

Dear Mr. Crews: 

Thank you for the courtesy of listening last nigbt to the concerns of the Foggy Bottom 
Association. I would like to recapitulate some of the points we made: 

1. The recent filing of George Washington Univex:sity ("GWU") ("Application for 
Approval ... Of A Planned Unit Development and Zoning Map Amendment") ("new 
campus plan") is contrary to the process defined by the Zoning Regulations. As an 
university, GWU should file under the "Special Exceptions" provisions of the Zoning 
Regulations devoted to "Colleges and Universities." After a campus plan is approved­
bounded by the Special Exception process's criteria- incijvidual Planned Unit 
Development ("PUD") petitions may be considered if such PUDs are consistent with the 
Campus Plan. 

As pointed-aut in our March 9, 2006 letter to Office of Planning Director Ellen 
McCarthy, GWU's filing puts the "cart before the horse" and would permit GWU to 
avoid the constraints of the Special Exception process. Indeed, Section 2400.4 of the 
Zoning Regulations explicitly warns against this: " ... the PUD process shall not be used 
to circumvent the intent and purposes of the Zoning Regulations, nor to result in action 
that is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan." In your capacity as an "enforcer" of 
the Zoning Regulations, you should not permit this to happen and should recommend that 
the GWU filing be rejected in its present form. 

2. Condition 8 of the Campus Plan provides that "[s]tudent-enrollment (headcount) 
over the life of the plan shall not exceed 20,000 students and the student full-time 
equivalent shall not exceed 16,553." Condition 8 also provides that" ... the headcounts 
for faculty and staff shall not exceed 2,236 and 10,293 respectively." ::.c;.;};.'i~lrt(~ OO;iB2_fj~ 
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The Courts have stated that this provisjon, "clearly serves two important functions 
that advance the District's goals." See, George Washington University v. District of 
Columbia, 318 F.3d 203,211 (D.C. Cir. 2003); George Washington University v. District 
ofColumbia, 391 F. Supp. 2d 109,111-112 (D.D.C. 2005); George W~shington 
University v. D.C. Bd. Of'Zoning Adjustment, 831 A.2d 921,935 (D.C. 2003). Yet, 
GWU is currently in flagrant violation of this Condition. 

Data compiled by the GWU Office of Institutional Research and posted on its 
web site (http:/lwww.gwu.edul-irelon_campus ..... e05.htm and Attachment A hereto) reports 
that the current student headcount is 20,318 circa Fall2005, and the faculty headcount 
was 4,501 circa Fall 2003. The reported student "headcounts" are grossly understated. 
In fact, GWU's numbers exclude enrolled stild~nts who a:re not seeking degrees, foreign 
students, and other categories of students, including those associated with the "School 
without Walls" program. We believe the inclusion ofthese students enlarges the true 
current headcount to over 23,000 students. 

3. Conc:lition 9(a) of the Campus Plan provides that the University "shall make 
availal:>le beds for at least 5,600 full-time undergraduate students" and one bed for every 
undergraduate student in excess of 8,000. GWU' s Website discloses an undergraduate 
enrollment for Fall 2005 of 9,912. The "Biannual Reports Required for GW Foggy 
Bottom Campus Plan" dated February 28, 2006, reveals that only 5,512 "University 
supplied beds" are available, with 605 "under development." Based on the Report, GWU 
absohitely will be out of compliance with Condition 9(~) on August 31, 2006. 

As you are aware, Condition 20 of the Campus Plan provides that no special exception 
application may be granted "unless the University proves that is has consistently remained in 
substantial compliance with Conditions 1 through 19 ... " Because GWU has failed to prove it is 
in compliance with Conditions 8 and 9(a), we believe it is incumbent upon you to recommend 
against the setting-down of GWU' s application for a new campus plan. 

Respectfully submitted, 

?/:_q:/~~R~ ~lliam H. Bode I · 
Attorney for the Foggy Bottom Association 

WHB:jav 

/enclosure 
cc: Ms. Joy Howell (with enclosures) 
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